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Principal’s Welcome
Mr Damian McBeath
We are committed to excellence.
We believe in choice.
At The John Wallis Church of England Academy we
inspire students to find their own individual talents and
develop a love of their chosen subjects and specialisms.
Making option choices is an important and exciting
decision. These choices are critical in shaping their
academic future and career paths so they must be
made with careful consideration to maximise individual
achievement and to provide the widest possible range
of future educational and professional opportunities.
We provide a lot of support, information and expert
advice to you and your child during this process, so that
the optimum curriculum offer can be made for every
student. We recognise the importance of collaboration
between parents/carers and the Academy to establish
the best route for each child, providing the support and
encouragement needed at this pivotal stage in their
secondary education.

As well as preparing students academically for the
next phase in their education, we are also committed
to developing students confidence, self-esteem, their
ambitions and sense of purpose. We aim to deliver this
through our IGNITE programme, which include regular
educational trips and student experiences including a
wide programme of after-school societies and activities.
It is our bold ambition that every John Wallis student will
graduate from our Academy with the qualifications, skills
and confidence to achieve their ambitions and go on to
higher education or their chosen career.
Damian McBeath

Our school vision is centred around excellence
and choice.
We have a track record of delivering fantastic results.
For 8 years now, the progress of students at The John
Wallis Church of England Academy has surpassed that
of the nationally expected progress. A broad curriculum
is at the core of what we do. The national landscape for
qualifications has changed and the standards expected
of students in external examinations are now higher than
ever. With this in mind, our curriculum model has been
carefully designed to maximise students’ achievement
and give them the best possible opportunity when they
leave school, whether that is through our own Sixth Form
or through college; whether it is through Universities
or employers.
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Planning for the Future
This is an exciting opportunity for you to choose courses
which you enjoy and which suit your interests, skills and
future career ambitions. Most students will not have
decided on a career path, but many will know which
subjects they prefer and are interested in pursuing.

English and Maths are critical subjects for their
progression and it is now a legal requirement that
students resit these subjects if they do not achieve
a standard pass at GCSE on their first attempt. We
expect all of our students to follow a broad academic
pathway, and it is important that students consider
this option carefully with a view to future educational
and career aspirations, as well as their own individual
strengths. Parental and school guidance in this process
is invaluable in supporting them to make choices which
will allow them to thrive and develop their passion
for learning.

In order to go to university or into high-quality
professional training, such as an apprenticeship, it is
very important for students to achieve a good set of
qualifications at GCSE level so that they can progress
onto A-levels or other suitable Level 2/3 courses.
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OUR VISION

Pathways Explained
We offer three distinct Pathways:

The iLearn+ Pathway

The Extended Pathway
The most able students in the Academy will follow the
Extended Pathway.

The John Wallis Church of England
Academy Pathway

The Extended Pathway includes study of the English
Baccalaureate (English Language and Literature, Maths,
Science, History or Geography and a Language, French
or Spanish) plus two chosen options.

The Extended Pathway

Students in this pathway will take Biology, Chemistry
and Physics as separate subjects (worth three GCSEs).
Students will also study Religious Education at GCSE
level, meaning they will be entered for 11 GCSEs.

These are recommended to students and parents,
and provide the flexibility to design a curriculum
package for each student which is tailored to their
needs, abilities and potential.
Student pathways are based on your child’s prior
and current attainment.
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Year 9 Options

The Extended Pathway
Part 1

Name:

Tutor Group:

Parent/Carers Name:

Parent/Carers Signature:

Part 2: Core Subjects
English Language
and Literature

Mathematics

Biology

Physics

Chemistry

Physical Education

Religious Studies

Part 3: Humanities Options – Choose 1 from:
Geography

History

Part 4: Languages Options – Choose 1 from:
French

Spanish

Part 5: Choose any 2 from the following GCSE or Vocational Courses:
GCSE
Art

Business Studies

Computer Science

Dance

Design and Technology

Drama

Food Preparation
and Nutrition

French

Geography

Graphic Design

History

Media

Photography

Physical Education

Spanish

Vocational Courses
Child Development

Creative iMedia

Music Performance or Technology
for Music Practitioners

Sports Coaching Principles
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Core
Subjects
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Core Subjects

English Language
English Language gives students the opportunity to
look at the language they use every day in a variety
of contexts. It provides students with the opportunity
to study selections from a range of prose fiction and
a range of 20th- and 21st-century non-fiction texts
(including literary non-fiction). It encourages students to
be analytical, logical, creative, accurate and evaluative.
Furthermore, and most importantly, English Language
provides students with the opportunity to develop the
communication skills needed for a successful future.

Overview of assessment
• Section A – Reading: questions on an unseen 19thcentury fiction extract.
• Section B – Writing: a choice of two writing tasks.
The tasks are linked by a theme to the reading extract.
Overview of skills for this paper
• Develop skills to analyse and evaluate 19th-century
fiction extracts.
• Develop imaginative writing skills to engage
the reader.
• Use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately.

A GCSE in English Language is a requirement for many
Further Education courses and jobs. Many career paths/
jobs require a minimum of a Level 5 (equivalent to an old
C+) in English Language. This is because working at this
level shows the ability to:
• Work with demanding content
• Read a wide range of texts fluently and with a good
understanding
• Read critically and use this knowledge in different
contexts
• Express ideas effectively and coherently, using
Standard English appropriately
• Use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately
• Acquire and apply a wide range of vocabulary

Component 2: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing
(Edexcel 1EN0/02)
Exam Length: 2 hours. 60% of the total GCSE
Overview of assessment
• Section A – Reading: questions on two thematically
linked, unseen non-fiction extracts.
• Section B – Writing: a choice of two writing tasks. The
tasks are linked by a theme to the reading extracts.
Overview of skills for this paper:
• Develop skills to analyse, evaluate and compare nonfiction extracts.
• Develop transactional writing skills for a variety of
forms, purposes and audiences.
• Use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately.

The study of English Language provides students
with a good foundation for further academic and
vocational study.

What qualifications will I get at the end of
this course?

Speaking and Listening
Although this no longer is counted towards a student’s
final grade, it is a compulsory part of their course. An
assessment of spoken language will appear on all
students’ certificates as a separately reported grade,
alongside the overall grade.

You will get one full GCSE in English Language
QAN: 601/4836/6 course code 1ENO

How much homework will I have to do?
Homework will be set weekly.

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

Is there any coursework?

No. The final result is based on two externally marked
papers at the end of Year 11.

More detailed information is available from the Pearson
website.
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.html

How will I be assessed?

Component 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing (Edexcel
1EN0/01)
Exam Length: 1 hour and 45 minutes. 40% of the total
GCSE
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Core Subjects

English Literature
English Literature provides students with an opportunity
to develop their analytical skills; widen their horizons
through literature and learn the skills of inference and
analysis of language. The ability to consider the way in
which people have expressed ideas is an important skill
when communicating in the wider world and the study
of books and plays is an excellent way that students can
demonstrate their ability to do just this. The demanding
nature of the course helps students to develop a habit of
reading widely and regularly - an increasingly important
skill in our communications based society.

Overview of assessment
• Section A – Shakespeare: a two-part question, with
the first task focused on an extract of approximately
30 lines. The second task is focused on how a theme
reflected in the extract is explored elsewhere in the
play.
• Section B – Post-1914 British play or novel:
ONE essay question.
• Overview of skills for this paper
• Develop skills to analyse how the language, form,
structure and context of texts can create meanings
and effects.
• Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed
personal response.

The English Literature course is designed to help
students appreciate the depth, power and timelessness
of the English literary heritage, with an increased focus
on texts from the British Isles. The course requires
students to have an in depth knowledge of the plot,
characters and themes, with the ability to reference
specific aspects without the text in the exam.

Component 2: 19th-century Novel and Poetry since 1789
(Edexcel 1ET0/02)
Exam Length: 2 hours and 15 minutes. 50% of the total
GCSE

English Literature allows students to demonstrate their
skills in:
• Reading challenging texts fluently and their ability to
make connections across texts
• Read in depth, be critical and evaluative
• Discuss and explain their understanding and ideas
coherently and clearly
• Write accurately, effectively and analytically about
their reading, using Standard English
• Acquire and use a wide vocabulary

Overview of assessment
• Section A – 19th-century novel: a two-part
question, with the first part focused on an extract of
approximately 400 words. The second part is an essay
question exploring the whole text.
• Section B – Part 1: ONE question comparing a named
poem from the Pearson Poetry Anthology collection
to another poem from that collection. The named
poem will be shown in the question paper. Part 2:
ONE question comparing two unseen contemporary
poems.

What qualifications will I get at the end of
this course?

Overview of skills for this paper
• Develop skills to analyse how the language, form,
structure and context of texts can create meanings
and effects.
• Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed
personal response.
• Develop comparison skills.

You will get one full GCSE in English Literature
QAN: 601/4789/1 course code 1ETO

How much homework will I have to do?
Homework will be set weekly.

Is there any coursework?

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

No. The final result is based on two externally marked
papers at the end of year 11.

More detailed information is available from the Pearson
website.
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.html

How will I be assessed?

Component 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature
(Edexcel 1ET0/01)
Exam Length: 1 hour and 45 minutes 50% of the total
GCSE

For further details, please speak to Mr Davies,
Director of English.
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Core Subjects

Mathematics
Why study this subject?

Two tiers are available: Foundation and Higher (content
is defined for each tier).

Learning mathematics can be fun. It will certainly equip
you with important life skills and provides an essential
qualification for further education.

• Each student is permitted to take assessments in
either the Foundation tier or Higher tier.
• The qualification consists of three equally-weighted
written examination papers at either Foundation tier or
Higher tier.
• All three papers must be at the same tier of entry and
must be completed in the same assessment series.
• Paper 1 is a non-calculator assessment and a
calculator is allowed for Paper 2 and Paper 3.
• Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long.
• Each paper has 80 marks.
• The content outlined for each tier will be assessed
across all three papers.
• Each paper will cover all Assessment Objectives, in
the percentages outlined for each tier
• Each paper has a range of question types; some
questions will be set in both mathematical and nonmathematical contexts.
• The qualification will be graded and certificated on a
nine-grade scale from
• 9 to 1 using the total mark across all three papers
where 9 is the highest grade.
• Individual papers are not graded. Foundation tier:
grades 1 to 5.
• Higher tier: grades 4 to 9 (grade 3 allowed).

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

GCSE in Mathematics
Students may be entered for the Higher or Foundation
Tier of this qualification. We encourage students to study
the broadest range of topics that they can and to sit the
Higher Tier qualification if possible.

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

This is a core qualification which allows the student
to access a broad range of subjects at the next level.
This includes vocational subjects such as Construction,
commercial subjects such as Business and Economics,
Social Sciences such as Psychology, the Natural
Sciences and of course Mathematics at A level. Sixth
form and university courses will usually expect that the
student has at least a grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics.

Do I have to do any coursework?

There is no coursework component to this qualification.

How much homework will I have to do?

Weekly written and computer-based homework will be
set. Students are expected to complete this work as
an integral part of consolidating and extending their
learning in the classroom.

The course is assessed by three examination papers:
one where calculators are not allowed and two where
calculators are allowed. There will be an opportunity for
students to sit formal mock examinations both at the end
of Year 10 and in February of Year 11. All students will be
expected to continue their studies in Year 11 to ensure
that they achieve the best possible grades in
this subject.

How will I be assessed on this course?
Foundation
Number

22–28%

Algebra

17–23%

Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change

22–28%

Geometry and Measures

12–18%

Statistics & Probability

12–18%

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

Number

12–18%

More detailed information is available from the Pearson
website.
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html

Algebra

27–33%

Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change

17–23%

QAN Code: 601/4700/3 Course code 1MA1

Geometry and Measures

17–23%

Statistics & Probability

12–18%

Higher

For further details, please speak to Mr Osborn, Director
of Mathematics.

10

Core Subjects

Combined Science
Why study this subject?

How much homework will I have to do?

GCSE Science offers students a good knowledge of
science, by studying units from GCSE Biology, GCSE
Chemistry and GCSE Physics. It is a firm foundation from
which a student with high grades could go on to study
A-level Science subjects.

Homework will be issued weekly.

How will I be assessed on this course?

Students take separate examinations in Biology, Physics
and Chemistry.
There are six 1 hour-10 minute papers.
There is no coursework.

Students have the opportunity to gain a good
understanding across topics such as: Classification,
Materials and Energy.

Where can I find out more information about this
qualification?

Studying Science enables the development of teamwork,
problem solving, IT skills, communication and numeracy.

More detailed information is available from the Pearson
website:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html

What qualifications will be awarded at the end of
the course?
Two Science GCSEs

QAN CODE: 601/8612/4 Course Code 1SC0

Which topics will I study on this course?

Biology: Paper 1
Overarching concepts in Biology, Cells and Control,
Genetics, Natural Selection and Genetic Modification and
Ecosystems and Material Cycles.

For further details, please speak to Dr Semple, Director
of Science.

Biology: Paper 2
Plant structure and their functions, Animal coordination,
control and homeostasis, Exchange and transport in
animals and Health disease and the development of
medicines.
Chemistry — Paper 1
Overarching concepts in Chemistry, Atomic structure, the
periodic table, ionic bonding, covalent bonding, types of
substances, calculations using masses, States of matter,
Methods of separating and purifying substances, Acids,
Obtaining and using metal, Electrolytic processes and
Reversible reactions and equilibria.
Chemistry — Paper 2
Overarching concepts in Chemistry, Group 1, 7 and
0, Rates of reaction, Fuels, Heat energy changes in
chemical reactions and Earth and atmospheric science.
Physics — Paper 1
Overarching concepts in Physics, Light and the
electromagnetic spectrum, particle model, radioactivity
and astronomy.
Physics — Paper 2
Overarching concepts in Physics, motion, forces doing
work, magnetism, electricity and circuits.
Combined Science supports learning in GCSE Physical
Education, Child Development, Health and Social Care,
Beauty Therapy, Geography, Computer Science and
Mathematics.
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Core Subjects

Science Triple Award
Why study this subject?

Where can I find out more information about this
qualification?

This course is suitable for students who are interested
in Science and who are intending to have a career
in Science.

More detailed information is available from the Pearson
website:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html

The course aims to encourage students to:
• Develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, the three
separate sciences; Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
• Develop a critical approach to science evidence and
methods.
• Acquire and apply skills, knowledge and
understanding of how science works and its role in
society.
• Acquire scientific skills, knowledge and understanding
necessary for progression to further learning.

QAN CODE: Biology 601/8610/0 Course Code:1BI0
Chemistry 601/8611/2 Course Code:1CH0
Physics 601/8609/4 Course Code: 1PH0
For further details, please speak to Dr Semple, Director
of Science.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

You will attain 3 GCSEs. One in Biology, one in Chemistry
and one in Physics.
All units are tiered either foundation or higher.
Links with other subjects:
Triple Science supports learning in GCSE Physical
Education, Child Development, Health and Social Care,
Beauty Therapy, Geography, Computer Science and
Mathematics.

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

A pass at a high grade will allow access to AS and
A Level in Biology, Physics, Chemistry and Level 3
vocational courses in Science. Science can open many
doors in the work place.

How much homework will I have to do?
Homework will be issued weekly.

How will I be assessed on this course?

Students take separate examinations in Biology, Physics
and Chemistry.
There are six 1 hour-45 minute papers.
There is no coursework.
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Core Subjects

Core Physical Education
Get Life Fit Programme

What topics will I study over the three years?

Physical Education develops pupils’ competence and
confidence to take part in a range of physical activities
that become a central part of their lives, both inside and
outside of the Academy.

Developing
habits for
success

Improving
our daily
endurance

How we
fuel our
bodies

Developing
integrity
and personal
image

Mindfulness
and stress
management

Mental
Rehearsal
and Self Talk

Creating
support
networks

Planning for
excellent
performance

Aim of the Programme

Provide tools and strategies to manage the pressure
associated with life, school and physical performance.
The key aims are:
• Increased awareness of emotions and stress related
to academic performance
• Promote the benefits of being physically active for
academic success and wellbeing
• Develop tools to support positive habits of wellbeing
and study.
• Develop coping strategies associated with mental
wellbeing and performance

How will I be assessed in PE?

Assessment will be very different moving forward.
Assessment will focus on the knowledge and application
of the new content that students are learning. Students
will be assessed using the head, heart and system and
work to achieve different criteria.

In Key Stage 4 Core PE the emphasis is on participation,
health and enjoyment.
There is a greater emphasis placed on playing games
recreationally and competitively depending on the
students’ preferences. Groups are given an option
choice programme which enables us to include students
in the decision making process and give the pupils
greater ownership of their health and learning, which
hopefully they will continue post 16.

How many lessons will we have?

What are the expectations for participation in
Core Physical Education?

In Core PE each student will have two lessons per week,
four lessons per fortnight.
Year 9 – Male

Year 9 – Female

Round 1
Table Tennis & Football

Round 1
Trampolining/Netball

Round 2
Fitness & Basketball

Round 2
Basketball & Football

Round 3
Rugby & Trampolining

Round 3
Table tennis & Hockey

Round 4
Athletics & Handball

Round 4
Athletics & Tennis

Round 5
Tennis & Cricket/S&F

Round 5
Rounder’s & Outwitting

Summer Event
Varsity Challenge

Summer Event
Varsity Challenge

The expectations for Core Physical Education are simple
in that students should bring their Academy PE kit to
every lesson. If students are unwell or injured the class
teacher will organise alternative activities that do not
involve the physical taking part in order to fully support
students in their recovery.
Students should come adequately prepared for the
seasonal and activity changes throughout the year. The
PE staff will let students know in advance of activity
changes and if any additional equipment is required.
It is recommended that during the winter months’
students “layer-up” and wear additional layers of clothes
underneath their academy PE kit or wear a suitable black
sport jacket when raining.
For further details, please speak to Mr C Nicholas,
Director of Sport.
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Core Subjects

Religious Studies
Why study this subject?

Is there any coursework?

Religious Studies will give you the opportunity to discuss
and think about many of the challenging questions that
dominate our world today. You will be encouraged to
consider for yourself the answers to those big questions
such as the meaning and purpose of life and whether or
not God exists.

No. There is no coursework.

How much homework will I have to do?
Homework will be set on a weekly basis.

How will I be assessed on this course?

The GCSE comprises three examination papers.

Students taking Religious Studies will also consider and
debate moral issues that provoke strong opinions within
our society about what is right or wrong. For example,
students will engage with challenging questions such
as if a terminally ill person should have the right to die?
Does marriage have any meaning today? Should the UK
reintroduce the death penalty? Can an abortion ever
be justified? These are just some of the many tough
questions that students will be required to consider.

• Component 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical
Studies in the Modern World is a 2-hour paper. This
examination is worth 50% of the GCSE qualification.
• Component 2: Study of Christianity is a 1-hour paper,
worth 25% of the GCSE qualification.
• Component 3: Study of a World Faith (Option 3: Islam)
is a 1-hour paper, worth 25% of the GCSE qualification.

Where can I find out more information on
this course?

Religious Studies will develop your understanding of
major religions that are influential in our society today.
You will study the central beliefs of Christianity which
include the life and teachings of Jesus as described
within the Gospels. As well as looking at belief, there
will be an enquiry into the practices of Christianity as
well. Islam is an example of another world faith that is
also taught as part of this GCSE. Like with Christianity,
students learn its central beliefs and practices. By
considering religious opinions, the course will give you
an awareness of how religion can influence individuals,
families, communities and cultures.

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/
gcse/
Course Code: 601/8879/0
For further details, please speak to Mr Twyman, Subject
Leader of Religious Studies.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?
You will get one full GCSE qualification in Religious
Studies. The exam board is Eduqas and the Religious
Studies GCSE course that we offer is Route A.

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

The skills you will develop by studying a Humanities
subject are well respected by colleges and universities.
They are required for successful entry into many careers.
Religious Studies is valued within an application for
careers in medicine, law, and public services including
the Police. The skills that you will gain include the
ability to:
• Write well in a variety of styles.
• Organise your work and meet tight deadlines.
• Summarise, argue and debate.
• Research, select, analyse, organise and present
information.
• Think logically and critically.
• Justify your reasoned opinion.
• Improve your decision making skills.
• Develop personal philosophical reasoning.
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Humanities
Options
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Humanities Options

Geography
Why study this subject?

What topics will I study on this course and how
will I be assessed?

Geography is one of the most successful subjects at
GCSE in the Academy.

You will study a wide variety of topics relating to Physical
and Human Geography. The topics are organised into
the following three units:

“Geography is the subject that holds the key to our
future.”
Michael Palin

Unit 1:
Physical
Geography

• Geography provides opportunities through fieldwork,
for first hand investigation of places, environments
and human behaviour.
• Geography builds a knowledge and understanding of
current events from local to global.
• Geography develops skills for the future, including
literacy, numeracy, ICT, problem solving, team work,
thinking skills and enquiry.
• Geography values your views when making decisions
about issues.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

Unit 2:
Human
Geography

Unit 3:
Geographical
Applications

The Challenge of Urban Issues
Natural Hazards and Challenges

Issue Evaluation

The Living World The Changing
Economic World

Fieldwork

Physical
landscapes in
the UK

The Challenge
of Resource
Management

Geographical
Skills

Examination
(35%)

Examination
(35%)

Coursework
(30%)

Throughout the course lessons are taught in a variety
of ways that develop students’ knowledge, skills and
understanding. Emphasis is placed upon the techniques
required to answer the examination questions.

GCSE in Geography (AQA Specification A Full Course
8035)

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?
The skills you will gain by studying Geography are
well-respected by colleges, universities and highly
sought after in almost every job. These skills include
the ability to:
• Write well in a variety of styles.
• Organise your work and meet tight deadlines.
• Summarise, argue and debate.
• Research, select, analyse, organise and present
information.
• Think logically and critically.
• Work as part of a team.

The department uses a wide range of audio-visual and
ICT resources as well as text books and worksheets. The
nature of the subject demands that contemporary case
studies are used. Students are encouraged to keep up to
date with the news.

How much homework will I have to do?
Homework will be set weekly.

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

For further details, please speak to Mrs Shearn, Subject
Leader of Geography.

Jobs related to Geography include:
• Architect or Urban Planner for sustainable projects
• Environmental Engineer
• Environmental Management
• Teacher
• Social Worker
• Market Research Analyst
• Coastal Engineer
• Accountant
• Banker
• Lawyer
• Landscape Architect
• University Lecturer
• GIS Specialist
• Surveyor

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/
geography-8035
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Humanities Options

History
Why study this subject?

Do I have to do any coursework?

“How do you know who you are unless you know where
you’ve come from? How can you tell what’s going to
happen, unless you know what’s happened before?
History isn’t just about the past. It’s about why we are
who we are – and about what’s next.”
Tony Robinson (Actor/Television Presenter).

No there is no coursework in the new History GCSE.

How much homework will I have to do?

Homework will be set on a weekly basis, and could be
from a range of tasks including research, source work,
reading and revising. There are also work packs which
you will be given to work on throughout the year, to keep
your subject knowledge up to date.

The world we live in today has been shaped by the world
of yesterday. History at Key Stage 4 will enable you to
learn about that world, to better understand the current
issues facing us all. You will also develop a wide range
of useful skills that are prized by employers and which
will help you become confident, questioning members of
society.

How will I be assessed on this course?

This specification follows the new linear approach to
GCSE with all official examinations at the end of the
course. Throughout the course, students will be set
mock examinations to assess progress and to practice
examination technique. There are also, regular revision
sessions and a tailor-made website designed specifically
for your course.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?
GCSE in History (Edexcel) 1HIO
QAN: 601/8092/4

The final assessment for the GCSE is 100% examination
based at the end of Year 11.

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

The skills you will gain by studying History are wellrespected by colleges and highly sought after in almost
every job. These skills include the ability to:
• Write well in a variety of styles
• Organise your work and meet tight deadlines
• Summarise, argue and debate
• Research, select, analyse, organise and present
information
• Developing critical thinking skills

For more information about the Edexcel qualification:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
For further details, please speak to Mrs Chandler,
Subject Leader of History.

History would be a particularly good option to choose
if you are interested in a career in Law but there is no
limit to what you can do with a History GCSE, including
careers in: the armed forces, accountancy, journalism,
conservation, tourism and architecture to name a few.

What topics will I study on this course?

The course is predominantly focused on British History,
covering 4 different areas:
30% of
GCSE

Thematic
study

Migration c800–Present
with focus on Notting Hill
c1948–c1970

20% of
GCSE

Period Study

Superpower relations and
the Cold War, 1941–1991

20% of
GCSE

British depth
study

Anglo-Saxons and the
Norman Conquest,
1065–1086

30% of
GCSE

Modern Depth
Study

Weimar and Nazi Germany,
1918–1939
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Languages
Options
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Language Options

French
Why study this subject?

What topics will I study on this course?

The ability to communicate in a foreign language is a
key skill for citizens of the 21st century. By speaking a
language other than English we have an asset for life.
We live in a multilingual, multicultural world and although
it may seem that everyone speaks English, in fact 75% of
the world’s population doesn’t.

The course covers 3 main themes divided in four topics:
Identity and Culture
Topic 1: Me, my family and friends
Topic 2: Technology in everyday life
Topic 3: Free-time activities
Topic 4: Customs and festivals in French speaking
countries/ communities

In the Modern Foreign Languages Department at The
John Wallis Church of England Academy, we believe
it is essential for all students to visit the country of the
language they are studying. At GCSE, students will have
the opportunity to take part in residential trips and visit
France each year.

Local, national, international and global areas of
interest
Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region
Topic 2: Social issues
Topic 3: Global issues
Topic 4: Travel and tourism

Not convinced? Here are ten more reasons why
everyone should study a Language:

Current and future study and employment
Topic 1: My studies
Topic 2: Life at school/ college
Topic 3: Education post-16
Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions

1. English is not enough. Not everyone speaks English.
2. A language will always be useful, no matter what
you do.
3. In class you study a wide range of topics all about
different people and cultures.
4. You can read books, watch films and listen to songs
in another language.
5. Speaking another language increases your chances
of obtaining a university place.
6. Languages mean business! 74% of employers are
looking to employ people with language skills.
7. Using a language at work could increase your salary
by 8–20%.
8. You can understand and talk to more people when
you go abroad.
9. Learning languages improves your communication
skills.
10. Languages are good for you! Learning a language
increases your brain capacity, improves your
memory and develops self-confidence.

How much homework will I have to do?

Weekly written and learning homework will be set
and expected. It is essential to learn and revise
independently and on a regular basis on the languages
websites that the Academy subscribes to.

How will I be assessed on this course?

The four skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing
are assessed by examination.
Each skill accounts for 25% of the final grade.

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

For more information about the AQA GCSE in French,
visit https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/
french-8658.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

For further details, please speak to Mrs McParland,
Subject Leader of French.

GCSE in French (AQA exam board, Course Code 8658)
QAN code: 601/8157/6

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

The speaking, listening, reading and writing skills
you learn in GCSE French will enable you to progress
to A level French and, as an academic subject, will
be respected by colleges and universities alike. A
qualification in a foreign language can be a positive
advantage when applying for a range of jobs too.
Foreign languages are useful in many areas of work
including the travel and leisure industries, education and
the media. The ability to speak a foreign language opens
doors to new cultures, new friends and new experiences
and greatly widens your career options.
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Spanish
Why study this subject?

Local, national, international and global
areas of interest
Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region
Topic 2: Social issues
Topic 3: Global issues
Topic 4: Travel and tourism

The ability to communicate in a foreign language is a
key skill for citizens of the 21st century. By speaking a
language other than English we have an asset for life.
We live in a multilingual, multicultural world and although
it may seem that everyone speaks English, but in fact
75% of the world’s population doesn’t.

Current and future study and employment
Topic 1: My studies
Topic 2: Life at school/ college
Topic 3: Education post-16
Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions

Not convinced? Here are ten reasons why everyone
should study a Language:
1. English is not enough. Not everyone speaks English.
2. A language will always be useful, no matter what you
do.
3. In class you study a wide range of topics all about
different people and cultures.
4. You can read books, watch films and listen to songs
in another language.
5. Speaking another language increases your chances
of obtaining a university place.
6. Languages mean business! 74% of employers are
looking to employ people with language skills.
7. Using a language at work could increase your salary
by 8-20%.
8. You can understand and talk to more people when
you go abroad.
9. Learning languages improves your communication
skills.
10. Languages are good for you! Learning a language
increases your brain capacity, improves your
memory and develops self-confidence.

How much homework will I have to do?

Weekly written and learning homework will be set
and expected. It is essential to learn and revise
independently and on a regular basis on the languages
websites that the Academy subscribes to.

How will I be assessed on this course?

The four skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing
are assessed by examination.
Each skill accounts for 25% of the final grade.

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

For more information about the AQA GCSE in Spanish,
visit https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/
spanish-8698.
For further details, please speak to Mrs McParland,
Subject Leader of Spanish.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

GCSE in Spanish (AQA exam board, Course Code 8698)
QAN code: 601/8160/6

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

The speaking, listening, reading and writing skills you
learn in GCSE Spanish will enable you to progress
to A level Spanish and, as an academic subject, will
be respected by colleges and universities alike. A
qualification in a foreign language can be a positive
advantage when applying for a range of jobs too.
Foreign languages are useful in many areas of work
including the travel and leisure industries, education and
the media. The ability to speak a foreign language opens
doors to new cultures, new friends and new experiences
and greatly widens your career options.

What topics will I study on this course?

The course covers 3 main themes divided in four topics:
Identity and Culture
Topic 1: Me, my family and friends
Topic 2: Technology in everyday life
Topic 3: Free-time activities
Topic 4: Customs and festivals in Spanish speaking
countries/communities
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Art
Why study this subject?

How much homework will I have to do?

The Creative Arts Industries cover a massive range
of jobs and sectors including film, television,
photography, interior and exterior design, fashion,
illustration, graphic design and fine art. The Creative
Arts Industries contribute to up to 9% of Britain’s Gross
Domestic Product.

Regular research and practical tasks. You will be
expected to take your sketchbook home to complete
classwork tasks and to research and develop ideas
further. Homework will average 2 hours per week.

How will I be assessed on this course?

Component 1 Portfolio of Work – 60%
Set and marked by the Academy and moderated
by Eduqas.

The GCSE in Art will provide you with a grounding in
the essential skills and broad fundamentals crucial to
this area of study and it gives you the opportunity to
progress later to a qualification at Level 3 (such as A
Level or BTEC).

Component 2 Externally Set Task – 40%
Several weeks of preparation time and then 10 hours of
sustained focused study.
Set by Eduqas. Marked by the Academy and moderated
by Eduqas.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?
A GCSE in Art and Design (Art Craft and Design) (WJEC
Eduqas).
QAN: 601/8087/0

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

The Eduqas Website:
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/art-and-design/
gcse/

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

The course provides a good progression route to AS/
A2 Level qualifications or Level 3 BTEC Nationals in Art
and Design. This is a relevant GCSE to take if you are
considering any career in the Creative Industries or if you
want to demonstrate useful transferable skills.

For further details, please speak to Mr Bean,
Subject Leader of Art.

Any qualification in Art and Design demonstrates that
you can think creatively as well as work with a high
degree of independence. Both of these skills are
highly prized by both employers and further education
establishments in and outside the arts sector.

What will I be studying in Art and Design?

Component 1: Portfolio of Work
2 or 3 assignments using a range of 2D and 3D media
including painting, drawing, Photoshop and ceramics.
You will also be looking at and writing about other artists
and writing notes about your own work.
Component 2: Externally Set Task
1 assignment responding to a topic set by the exam
board but using media of your own choosing.

Do I have to do any coursework?

Yes, you will have to build a portfolio of work including
annotated sketchbooks in response to 3 or 4
assignments. Art is hard work and requires that you put
in a lot of work outside of lessons at home and after
school.
Your last assignment will be externally set by the exam
board and completed over 10 hours in controlled
conditions within the Art and Design Department.
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Business Studies
What is Business studies?

• Presentation skills are really important so a subject
that allows you to develop them is a definite
advantage. Practising presenting improves your oral
communication, diction and confidence, which are all
valuable life skills.

In GCSE Business Studies, you will learn about how
the world of business works and its relevance to almost
every aspect of modern society. Amongst other topics,
you will learn about planning, finance, marketing
and economics and discover some of the methods
and techniques used to analyse an organisation’s
performance.

How much homework will I have to do?

You will encounter a variety of teaching methods
including case studies, role-plays and ICT alongside
more traditional methods. Students will be expected to
immerse themselves in a business-like mind-set and to
pay attention to the world around them. For example,
students would be expected to take note of relevant
news items, which may be used as a basis for discussion
and class-work.

The course we follow is: AQA GCSE Business Studies
QAN: 603/0304/9

Why choose Business studies?

Business Studies will allow you to develop a variety of
transferable skills that will improve your employability
and stay with you for the rest of your life, regardless
of what career you choose. Below is a list of the skills
you will develop and perfect throughout your business
studies course:
• You will gain a great understanding of how
organisations operate. This will be useful for any
company you join or interact with and your knowledge
of the ins and outs of the running of a business
will make you a useful, adaptable and confident
employee.
• Good decision-making is an invaluable quality.
Business Studies will allow you to develop the ability
to quickly and efficiently make sensible, logical and
informed decisions. This will save you time and hassle
in both your personal and professional life and will
hopefully stay with you throughout your entire life.
• You will also develop your numeracy skills in Business
Studies as you study investment, funding and how to
use and interpret financial data. These mathematical
abilities are widely useful and will demonstrate to
your future employers that you have a logical,
analytical mind.
• Studying how organisations adjust to a changing
market will teach you how to be an adaptable, flexible
person. This is an extremely useful and desirable
quality that will make you more than capable of taking
on multiple roles within your career. Also you’ll be
more than happy to accept that amazing promotion,
knowing that you can step up and adapt to the
workload.
• Business Studies also forces you to be organised and
to plan ahead. Learning how to generate marketable
ideas, access resources and develop business plans
all require a great deal of organisation. This, of course,
is a crucial skill that will definitely serve you well no
matter what career you decide to pursue.
• Problem solving is a significant part of Business
Studies. Aspects of the course such as coming up with
a business plan that works, adapting to changes in the
market and deciding whether or not it would benefit
a company to employ people all require problem
solving. You will become very good at coming up
with elegant and logical solutions to problems which
employers, of course, love.

Homework will average 2 hours per week.

How will I be assessed?

The course is assessed by two 1 hour-45 minute exams;
it does not have any coursework.

What next after the course?

This GCSE course opens exciting opportunities to study
business-related subjects at AS or A-level. Business can
be the gateway into a number of great career choices:
as well as being a fascinating subject in its own right,
it is a useful subsidiary subject alongside almost any
degree courses at university. Some common courses to
combine with Business are Law, Accounting, Economics,
Journalism, English, ICT and Engineering.
Business is a favoured Bachelor Degree for universities
recruiting to MBA (Master of Business Administration
Degree) courses which lay the foundations of a career in
senior management within all sorts of exciting industries.

Future employment opportunities?

We live in a corporate world and the markets operate
around us constantly. Because of this, business is a
universal subject. There are few, if any, careers for which
an understanding of business would not be of some
benefit. Business Studies is also a key to attaining highly
paid and challenging roles in all levels of management.

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

The AQA Website:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/gcse
For further details, please speak to Mrs Cradock,
Subject Leader of Business Studies.

23

GCSE Options

Computer Science

Why study this subject?

What topics will I study on this course?

The course gives students a real, in-depth understanding
of how computer technology works. You will no doubt
be familiar with the use of computers and other digital
technology from your own life experiences. However,
this course will give you a detailed insight into what goes
on ‘behind the scenes’, from how computers process
instructions to spotting network vulnerabilities, from
binary logic circuits to the ethics of modern computers
being programmed to make life changing decisions.

What qualification will I get at the end of
the course?

You will study towards a single award GCSE and you will
be graded from 9-1.
As well as providing you with a qualification, the
course will develop critical thinking, analysis and
problem-solving skills through the study of computer
programming, giving students a fun and interesting
way to develop these skills, which can be transferred
to other subjects and even applied in day-to-day life. In
this respect, the course provides excellent preparation
for students who want to study or work in areas that
rely on these skills, especially where they are applied to
technical problems. Careers that benefit from studying
Computer Science include fields such as engineering,
financial and resource management, technical support,
electronics, science and medicine.

Course Details

Board – OCR : Course Code – J277 (from 2020) 601/8355/X

Unit Title and description

Assessment

Computer Systems (50%)
Introduces students to the central
processing unit (CPU), computer
memory and storage, data
representation, wired and wireless
networks, network topologies,
system security and system
software. It also looks at ethical,
legal, cultural and environmental
concerns associated with
computer science.

1 hour 30 minutes
Written
paper
80 marks

Computational thinking,
algorithms & programming (50%)
They develop skills and
understanding in computational
thinking: algorithms, programming
techniques, producing robust
programs, computational logic and
translators. Students will undertake
programming tasks during their
course of study which allows them
to develop their skills to design,
write, test and refine programs
using a high-level programming
language. Students will be
assessed on these skills during the
written examinations.

1 hour 30 minutes
Written
paper
80 marks

How much homework will I have to do?

Students will regularly be expected to spend time at
home or school working on their skills to complete
assessment assignments. You should ideally enjoy
coding in at least one language and working with
technology as a hobby in your spare time.

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

The course provides excellent preparation for higher
study and employment in the field of Computer Science.
The increasing importance of information technologies
means there will be a growing demand for professionals
who are qualified in this area. Students who have taken a
GCSE in Computing and who then progress to study the
subject at A Level or university will have an advantage
over their colleagues who are picking up the subject at
these levels.

How will I be assessed on this course?

You will have two examinations that will be externally
assessed, and you will need to complete 20 hours of
practical programming as a minimum.

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

Do I have to do any coursework?

The course is 100% external examination. You will
however be expected to code programs in your own
time as there is a practical programming element also.
The programming language used is Python, but you
will also be encouraged to learn the syntax of other
languages to support your career development.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computerscience-j277-from-2020/
For further details, please speak to Miss Solly,
Subject Leader of Computer Science.
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Dance
“Dance is vital, an activity both exhilarating and
liberating to watch or do. It can be a huge force for
good, effectively drawing people together and levelling
everyone through sheer hard work. It can speed up your
heart rate, it can enliven your being, and it can change
your life”.
Richard Alston CBE, Dance UK

What topics will I study on this course?

This course focuses on the study of dance as an art form
which develops students’ social, emotional, physical
and intellectual capacities. Because of its physical
nature, dance provides a means of expression and
communication distinct from other art forms.

Dance Appreciation
• Knowledge and understanding of choreographic
processes and performance skills.
• Critical appreciation of own work and professional
works.

Why choose this subject?

Do I have to do any coursework?

Performance
• Set phrases through a solo performance.
• Duet/trio performance.
Choreography
• Solo or group choreography.

GCSE Dance students learn the technical and expressive
skills to perform dance, the compositional skills to create
their own choreographies and the skills required to
analyse professional dance that we study at the theatre
and on film. The course is 60% practical and 40% theory,
which means the majority of curriculum time is actually
spent dancing.

Yes, you will work on your performance and
choreography pieces in years 9, 10 and 11. These will
then be filmed in Term 4 of year 11 and sent to the exam
board to be marked.

How much homework will I have to do?

Homework will be set weekly, you will also have to
rehearse your solo and group dances in Year 11 regularly
after school to show your commitment for the subject
and to ensure you achieve great results.

Component One: Performance and choreography is
broken down into three parts; firstly, you will learn and
perform a challenging solo dance to test your technical
and physical skills. Secondly, you will choreograph your
own solo or group dance, giving you the opportunity
to showcase your own ideas and creativity. Finally, you
will perform in a duet/trio, providing you with skills to
perform sensitively with other dancers.

How will I be assessed on this course?
Performance

Practical Examination

30% of the total marks

Solo Performance: 1 minute
Performance in a Duet/Trio: 3½ minutes

Component Two: Dance Appreciation will consist of a
1 hour and a half exam that focuses on your knowledge
and understanding of choreographic process and
performing skills in addition to critical appreciation of
your own work and professional works.

Choreography
Practical Examination

30% of the total marks

Solo Dance: 2-2½ minutes or Group Dance (2–5
dancers) — 3–3½ minutes

As part of the course there will be many performance
opportunities, both in the academy and other venues.
You will also have opportunities to view a range of live
dance work at the theatre. This will develop your ability
to discuss and review professional work.

Dance Appreciation
Written Examination

40% of the total mark

1 hour 30 minutes

Where can I find out more about
this qualification?

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

For more information about the AQA GCSE in Dance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236

1 GCSE in Dance (AQA Specification Full Course 8236)

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

For further details, please speak to Miss Regan,
Subject Leader of Dance.

This course provides a solid foundation for further
studies in dance, including A-level Dance and BTEC
Level 3 Extended Certificate in Performing Arts. Some
students may pursue a career to become a dancer,
choreographer or teacher.
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Design and Technology
Why study this subject?

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students
to participate confidently and successfully in an
increasingly technological world. Students will gain
awareness and learn from wider influences on Design
and Technology including historical, social, cultural,
environmental and economic factors. Students will get
the opportunity to work creatively when designing and
making and apply technical and practical expertise.
This GCSE allows students to study core technical and
designing and making principles, including a broad
range of design processes, materials techniques and
equipment. They will also have the opportunity to study
specialist technical principles in greater depth.

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/
gcse/design-and-technology-8552
For further details, please speak to Ms Chapman-Hailey,
Subject Leader of Design and Technology or Mr Collins
Teacher of Design and Technology.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?
One whole GCSE in Design & Technology
Specification code: 8552
QAN code: 603/0984/2

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

GCSE Design and Technology can lead onto numerous
areas of study. It can lead on to careers in various fields
such as:
• Engineering
• Construction and building services
• Art and design
• Media
• Fashion styling
• Motor vehicle — technology and repair
• Photography

What topics will I study on this course?

In order to make effective design choices students
will need a breadth of core technical knowledge and
understanding that consists of:
• Designing to create solutions to 21st century problems
• Investigation of current issues and how they impact
design
• Prototype development through the use of 3D Printing
• CAD (Computer aided modelling)
• Developing knowledge of highly specialist techniques
involved in precision engineering.

How will I be assessed on this course?

This course will be assessed through a written
examination consisting of 100 marks worth 50%
of the GCSE.
The (NEA — non-examined assessment) which will be
completed throughout the year will be marked out of 100
and will be worth 50% of the GCSE.
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Drama
Why study Drama?
There are ACTING and DESIGN options.

Component 1 – Devising
40% of the GCSE grade (60 marks)
• Create and develop a devised piece from stimulus
(creating your own piece of drama)
• Performance of this devised piece.
• Analyse and evaluate the devising process and
performance.
• Performer or designer routes available.

Drama is an exciting subject which allows you to use
your creativity to develop performances based on
scripts, themes or different stimuli. The course involves
studying a range of plays and practitioners, involving
the practical exploration of texts. Drama allows you
to express yourself and work freely in a practical
space, it will nurture your self-confidence and provides
opportunities to develop team work, communication and
presentation skills. You will build strong relationships
with your peers as you work together and build trust
within the group. The best part about GCSE Drama is
that no two lessons are the same, meaning Drama will
be one of your favourite subjects! We also have a track
record of students gaining outstanding results (last year
we had a 93% pass rate of a Level 4 and higher).

Assessment is through the creation of a portfolio of
evidence which covers the creating and developing
process and analysis and evaluation of this process. This
can be presented in a variety of different ways including
recording or typed evidence. The second assessment
method is through performance.
Component 2 Performance from Text
20% of the GCSE (48 marks)
• Students will either perform in and/or design for two
key extracts from a contemporary performance text

You will have the opportunity to experience live theatre
on the many trips that are planned for GCSE students.
You will also gain skills in Live Theatre Evaluation,
analysing a wide variety of design and acting elements
that then help with your own ideas in the classroom.

This unit is assessed through the performance/
presentation of two key extracts. The unit is externally
assessed by a visiting examiner. The centre is free
to cover the performance/designing in any way. This
allows for group, solo and or partner based routes for
assessment.

There are design options if you are interested in what
happens backstage. You can design and create your
own costume and set or create sound and lighting
for live performances performed by your peers in
either Component 1 or/and 2. Design enables you to
be creative but also allows you to practically create
design elements that are an essential part of any live
performance.

Component 3 Theatre Makers in Practice
40% of the GCSE
This section is assessed through a written examination
• Practical exploration and study of one complete
performance text.
• Live Theatre evaluation – free choice of production.
• Two sections make up this unit.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?
1 GCSE in Drama (Exam board Edexcel, Course Code
1DRO.)

Do I have to do any coursework?

Yes, there will be a portfolio of evidence required for
Component 1. However, this does not have to be a
written piece of evidence and can be completed as a
video diary.

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

Employers, colleges and top universities will look
favorably upon anyone with a qualification in Drama;
it shows you are an effective communicator with a
good level of interpersonal skills. It is also an excellent
qualification to help you build confidence and
presentation skills which can support you in interviews.
Drama also paves the way to any occupation that
requires you to have excellent communication skills.

Is there a written examination?

Yes, Component 3 is a written examination. The play
you will study for this unit is: ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J.B
Priestley.

Where can I find out more information about this
qualification?

You may even choose to do A/AS level in Drama and
Theatre Studies or opt for a more vocational course, like
an NVQ or a BTEC in Performance Arts.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html

What does the course involve if I opt for Drama?

For further details, please speak to Miss McKenzie,
Subject Leader of Drama –
amckenzie@thejohnwallisacademy.org

The course is made up of 3 units:
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Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE
Why study this subject?

How will I be assessed on this course?

Food Preparation and Nutrition equips students with
the knowledge, understanding and skills to be able to
feed themselves and others better. Students will develop
practical cookery skills and techniques as they explore
the underlying principles of food science, nutrition,
food traditions and food safety. This course will inspire
young people to become inquisitive, creative and
confident cooks.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

Component

Marks

Weighting

Exam

Food preparation
and nutrition (01)

100

50%

1 hour 30
minutes

Food investigation
task (02 or 03)

45

15%

NEA*

Food preparation
105
35%
NEA*
task (04 or 05)
				
*NEA (Non-examined assessment. Otherwise known as
course work)

You will gain one full GCSE in Food Preparation and
Nutrition
QAN No: 601/8379/2

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

Upon completion of this course, students will be
qualified to go on to further study, such as WJEC Level
3 qualification (diploma) in Food Science. Nutritional
science degrees can be the foundation for career
opportunities in areas such as: clinical dietetics, food
and nutrition management, public health nutrition or
education and research.

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-foodpreparation-and-nutrition-j309-from-2016/
For further details please speak to Ms Chapman-Hailey,
Subject Leader of Food Preparation.

Alternatively, students may embark on an apprenticeship
or a full time job in the catering or food industries.

What topics will I study on this course?

A range of topics relating to the following assessment
objectives:
• The relationship between diet and health
• Nutritional and dietary needs of different groups of
people
• Nutritional needs when selecting recipes for different
groups of people
• Food provenance and food choice
• Cooking and food preparation*
• Food science
• Sensory properties*
• Food safety*
• Skills requirements (preparation and cooking
techniques)*
• Knife skills*
• Preparation and techniques*
• Cooking methods*
*Note: This is a practical based course. Students will be
required to bring ingredients to these lessons.
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Graphics
Why study this subject?

Yes, you will have to build a portfolio of work including
annotated sketchbooks in response to 3 or 4
assignments. Art courses, including Graphics, are hard
work and require that you put in a lot of work outside of
lessons at home and after school.

Graphic designers work with text and images to create
designs to communicate a particular idea or identity to
be used in advertising and promotions. They develop the
overall layout and production design for advertisements,
brochures, magazines, and corporate reports. They
often select the type, font, size, colour, and line length
of headlines, headings, and text. Graphic designers also
decide how images and text will go together on a page
or screen. They are important and creative people.

How much homework will I have to do?

Regular research and practical tasks. You will be
expected to take your sketchbook home to complete
classwork tasks and to research and develop ideas
further.

Graphics will suit students who are creative and also like
to work on computers.

Homework will average 2 hours per week.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

How will I be assessed on this course?

Component 1 Portfolio of Work – 60%
Set and marked by the Academy and moderated
by Eduqas.

A GCSE in Art and Design: (Graphic Communication)
(WJEC Eduqas)
QAN: 601/8087/0

Component 2 Externally Set Task – 40%
Several weeks of preparation time and then 10 hours of
sustained focused study.

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

The course provides a good progression route to AS/
A2 Level qualifications or Level 3 BTEC Nationals in Art
and Design. This is a relevant GCSE to take if you are
considering any career in Graphic Design or the wider
Creative Industries or if you want to demonstrate useful
transferable skills.

Set by Eduqas. Marked by the Academy and moderated
by Eduqas.

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

Gaining any Art and Design qualification demonstrates
that you can think creatively as well as work with a
high degree of independence. Both of these skills are
highly prized by both employers and further education
establishments in and outside the arts sector.

The Eduqas Website:
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/art-and-design/
gcse/
For further details, please speak to Mr Bean,
Subject Leader of Graphics.

What will I be studying in Graphics?

Component 1: Portfolio of Work
2 or 3 assignments using a range of techniques and
subject matter including landscape, portrait and still
life. You will also be looking at and writing about other
designers and writing notes about your own work.
Component 2 Externally Set Task
1 assignment responding to a topic set by the exam
board but using techniques and subject matter of your
own choosing.

Do I have to do any coursework?

You will have to build a portfolio of work including
annotated sketchbooks in response to 3 or 4
assignments. Your last assignment will be externally
set by the exam board and completed over 10
hours in controlled conditions within the Art
and Design Department.
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Media
Why study this subject?

Do I have to do any coursework?

Media Studies is essential in today’s society. All content
covered by the Media course is completely relevant
and up-to-date with current trends, technology, issues,
theories and debates.

There is one Non Examined Assessment unit. You will
have to plan, produce and evaluate a media text based
on a stimulus that is provided by the exam board.

How much homework will I have to do?

Media is good for people who are:
• Creative
• Inquisitive
• Excited to look beyond what they are told
• Good at independent research and practical tasks.

Homework is usually around hour to an hour a week,
and is almost always linked by the lesson that term.
Homework is topical and current.

How will I be assessed on this course?
By examination and controlled assessment.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?
The AQA course is offered as a Single Award GCSE.

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

Look at http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/
gcse

A number of universities regard this subject as
demonstrating engagement with modern life and
showing knowledge of important contemporary trends.
Being able to understand how the media affects us
is an important tool for careers such as Journalism,
Politics, Public Relations Events Management, Marketing
and Advertising, Television, Research and Concept
designers.

For further details, please speak to Mr Morse, Subject
Leader of Media Studies

What topics will I study on this course?

You will study a variety of topics including:
• Why audiences watch certain films?
• What goes into the production of TV shows?
• How are music videos designed?
• How effective is advertising?
• How do film posters attract audiences?
• What is selected in the news and what is left out?
• Where does social media sit in today’s landscape?
You will be required to investigate a variety of different
media texts in detail as well as writing about them
at length.
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Photography
Why study this subject?

Art courses, including Photography, are hard work and
require that you put in a lot of work outside of lessons at
home and after school.

The GCSE in Photography will introduce you to a range
of techniques including portrait and still life with studio
lighting as well as landscape photography. You will also
learn how to process images using traditional chemical
processes and a myriad of digital techniques
in Photoshop.

How much homework will I have to do?

Regular research and practical tasks. You will be
expected to take your sketchbook home to complete
classwork tasks and to research and develop ideas
further.

Photographers normally specialise in one or more of the
following specific areas: advertising or editorial, general
or high street, press or photojournalism (including
sports), fashion, science, industrial or commercial,
forensic and medical. If you wish to pursue one of these
careers, the GCSE will give you a grounding in the
essential skills crucial to this area of study and it gives
you the opportunity to progress later to a qualification at
Level 3 (such as A Level or BTEC).

It is difficult to complete a photography course without
going out to take photographs in your own time.
Interesting photos do not often turn up in the classroom.
We can often lend cameras but you will need to be
prepared to spend your own time taking photographs.
Homework will average 2 hours per week.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

How will I be assessed on this course?

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

Component 2: Externally Set Task – 40%
Several weeks of preparation time and then 10 hours of
sustained focused study.

Component 1: Portfolio of Work – 60%
Set and marked by the Academy and moderated by
Edexcel.

A GCSE in Art and Design: (Photography) (WJEC Eduqas)
QAN: 601/8087/0 Course Code: C656QS
The course provides a good progression route to AS/
A2 Level qualifications or Level 3 BTEC Nationals in Art
and Design. This is a relevant GCSE to take if you are
considering any career in Photography or the wider
Creative Industries or if you want to demonstrate useful
transferable skills.

Set by Eduqas. Marked by the Academy and moderated
by Eduqas.

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

Gaining any Art and Design qualification demonstrates
that you can think creatively as well as work with a
high degree of independence. Both of these skills are
highly prized by both employers and further education
establishments in and outside the arts sector.

The Eduqas Website:
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/art-and-design/
gcse/
For further details, please speak to Mr Bean,
Subject Leader of Photography.

What will I be studying in Photography?

Component 1: Portfolio of Work
2 or 3 assignments using a range of techniques and
subject matter including landscape, portrait and still
life. You will also be looking at and writing about other
photographers and writing notes about your own work.
Component 2: Externally Set Task
One assignment responding to a topic set by the exam
board but using techniques and subject matter of your
own choosing.

Do I have to do any coursework?

Yes, you will have to build a portfolio of work
including annotated sketchbooks in response to 3 or
4 assignments. Your last assignment will be externally
set by the exam board and completed over 10 hours
in controlled conditions within the Art and
Design Department.
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Physical Education
Do you have an interest in sport?

Unit 2 (theory) is externally assessed through a written
examination paper of 1 hour and 15 minutes. This will
contribute a maximum of 30 per cent towards your
total marks. The exam paper will cover socio-cultural
influences and well-being in physical activity and sport.

Do you have a keen interest in sport and exercise,
always look forward to your PE lessons and take part in
sport/exercise outside of lessons? Do you want to follow
a course that develops knowledge and understanding
through practical involvement?

Unit 3 (practical) is a non-exam assessment. This will
contribute a maximum of 40 per cent towards your total
marks. You will be assessed in 3 practical performances
and carry out an analysis and evaluation of performance
in one of your chosen sports.

• Do you want to know more about the benefits of sport
and exercise?
• Do you want to improve your own performance in a
range of sports?
• Do you want to study a course that is practical and
that you will enjoy?
• Are you considering a sports/health related career or
an A Level/higher education course?

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

Come and speak to the PE Department or look at ‘GCSE
Physical Education

…..then this course is for you!

Introduction to the new specification’ at:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/
gcse/physical-education-8582

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?
AQA GCSE in Physical Education (8582)
QAN code: 601/8279/9

For further details, please speak to Mr Nicholas,
Director of Sport.

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

The course can provide a route to A Level PE and OCR
Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in
Sport and Physical Activity in the Academy Sixth form.

What topics will I study on this course?

Practical performances in three different physical
activities in the role of player/performer (one in a team
activity, one in an individual activity and a third in either
a team or in an individual activity). You will also carry out
an analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about
improvement in one activity.
Theory topics include: Applied anatomy and psychology,
Movement analysis, Physical training, Use of data, Sports
psychology, Socio-economic influences, Health, fitness
and well-being.

How much homework will I have to do?

Homework will be set every week in theory classes,
but all your extra sport and activities could be used to
improve practical grades e.g. If you play a sport outside
of school, you may well be able to be assessed in that
towards your practical performance mark.

How will I be assessed on this course?

The AQA GCSE Physical Education course is assessed
over three units.
Unit 1 (theory) is externally assessed through a written
examination paper of 1 hour and 15 minutes. This will
contribute a maximum of 30 per cent towards your total
marks. The exam paper will cover the human body and
movement in physical activity and sport.
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Child Development
What is child development?

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

Child development is a process every child goes
through. It involves mastering skills such as sitting,
walking, talking, reading, counting, making friends and
controlling emotions. Child development is measured in
developmental milestones that occur in predictable time
periods and is categorised into four main areas, physical,
intellectual, emotional and social (PIES).

A Level 2 Technical Award in Child Development and
Care grades A*–D

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

The skills you will gain by studying Child Development
will enable you to continue studying in the area of Child
Development at a higher level either in Sixth Form,
college or in the workplace as an apprentice such as
nursery practitioner. This is a relevant qualification to
take if you are considering working in careers such as,
early years, primary teaching, social work, youth work,
nursing or paediatrics.

Why study this subject?

“Children are our most valuable resource.”
Herbert Hoover 31st US President)

What you will study as part of this qualification?

The Level 2 Technical Award in Child Development and
Care provides learners with the opportunity to gain a
vocational qualification that gives a basic introduction
to the sector. It has been designed to meet the needs
of learners from the age of 14 years. It includes the
knowledge and understanding of child development
and well-being necessary for working with children in a
variety of settings. It is aimed at a range of learners who
wish to be introduced to childcare and development
of children aged 0-5 years. It also gives learners an
insight into their preferred learning styles and assists in
developing their ability to study.

Do I have to do any coursework?

To gain this qualification, learners will need to achieve a
minimum of a D grade in:
• Unit 1 and Unit 2 externally set, internally marked
assessment tasks, graded A*-D. Mandatory
assessments for each unit will be subject to internal
and external quality assurance

Do I have an exam?

Unit 3 externally set, externally marked Synoptic
Scenario Based Short Answer Examination graded A*– D

Unit 1
This unit is an introductory unit designed to give an
overview of the types of settings and local provision for
children. Students will learn how to prepare for working
in settings and the responsibilities of child care and
education workers. The content also includes gaining
understanding of individuals needs and how to treat
children fairly. Students will also gain an insight into your
preferred learning style and develop your ability to study.

How much homework will I have to do?

Unit 2
This unit focuses on holistic development and factors
that affect development. Students will be introduced
to ways of observing children so that you can support
development through appropriate activities and care
routines. Students will also learn how to work with
children when they move from one setting to another.

For further details, please speak to Mrs Oliver,
Teacher in Charge of Child Development.

Homework will be consolidation activities or research
tasks related to topics being studied and will be set
regularly with sufficient time to ensure completion
by set deadlines.
Where can I find out more about this qualification?
For more information Full details of this qualification can
be found on our website www.qualhub.co.uk.

Unit 3
This unit will assess the knowledge about the
development aged 0-5 years. Students will be expected
to know about the different types of care settings and
your responsibilities. It will show that you students
understand how children develop and what can affect
their development and the individual needs they may
have. This unit is assessed through externally marked
Synoptic Scenario Based Short Answer Examination.
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Creative iMedia
Why study this subject?

What topics will I study on this course?

The course is for students who want to use software
on the computer to create digital products such as
graphics, websites, 2D and 3D characters, animation,
video and audio production. You will learn the basics
of pre-production and how to plan using mind maps,
storyboards and scripts. You will cover effective ways of
working in IT, in terms of the importance of good design,
awareness of copyright, trademarks, classification and
GDPR regulations. This qualification complements the
learning in GCSE Computer Science with the opportunity
to practically apply the knowledge and skills learnt
through project work based on developing ideas and
creating content for specific audiences.

What qualification will I get at the end of
the course?

You will study towards a Certificate in Creative iMedia
which is equivalent to a GCSE and you will be graded
Level 1 Pass to Distinction, Level 2 Pass to Distinction*.
As well as providing you with a qualification, the course
will develop a range of skills from project planning to
creativity and critiquing. The course provides excellent
preparation for students who want to study or work in
areas that rely on these skills, especially where they are
applied to real life problems and challenges.

Course Details

OCR Cambridge Nationals Level 1/Level 2 Certificate in
Creative iMedia - 600/7043/2

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

The course provides excellent preparation for higher
study and employment in the field of Creative Media
production and practical computer use. The increasing
importance of information technologies means there
will be a growing demand for creative and analytical
expertise within the industry. Students who have studied
this Technical Award will be able to progress onto the
Level 3 qualification to further develop their learning. It
may also be used to support entry for apprenticeships
in the IT sector and for any future job role in which using
a computer to develop creative solutions was required.
Such job roles vary but could include Animators, Image
Editors, Web Designers, Video and Sound editors and
general office based work.

Unit Title and description

Assessment

R081 – Pre-Production Skills (25%)
• You will cover a range of pre-production
documents and their uses and
purposes, these include (mind maps,
mood boards, storyboards, scripts and
visualisation diagrams)
• Project planning and work flow and
interpreting a client brief
• Copyright, legislations and health and
safety regarding ICT
• File formats, their properties and
limitations and version tracking
• How to review pre-production
documents and identify improvements

External
Examination
1 Hour 15
Minutes

R081 – Creating Digital Graphics (25%)
• How and why different graphics are
used for different purposes
• Image file formats, dimensions, dpi
resolution, quality and compression
• Understanding a target audience and
what the client wants
• Producing a work plan covering
activities, timescales and resources
• Produce visualisation diagrams and
annotate decisions
• Identify and create or source
appropriate assets
• Copyright legislation and intellectual
property use.
• Exporting for Print, Web and Multimedia
use
• Reviewing products against a client
brief and identifying improvements

Internal
Coursework
Task
10 Hours

Any further 2 units (25% and 25%):
• Creating 2D and 3D Digital Characters
• Storytelling with a Comic Strip
• Creating a Multimedia Webpage
• Creating a Digital Animation
• Creating a Digital Sound or Video
Sequence
• Digital Photography
• Designing a Game Concept

Internal
Coursework
Tasks

How will I be assessed on this course?

You will have three components of coursework that will
be internally assessed and externally verified, and one
external examination that will be set and marked by OCR.

Do I have to do any coursework?

You will complete 3 coursework units, which make up
75% of the course.

Where can I find out more about this qualification?

How much homework will I have to do?

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridgenationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificatej807-j817/

Students will regularly be expected to spend time at
home or school working on their skills to complete
assessment assignments. You should ideally enjoy
working independently on computer based and paper
based tasks and presenting your findings creatively.

For further details, please speak to Miss Solly,
Subject Leader of ICT and Computer Science.
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Music
Why choose this subject?

the techniques used to create them. You will explore
how musical elements, technology and other resources
are used in the performance, creation and production of
the music. You will also explore the features of different
genres of music and music theory and apply your
knowledge to your own creative work.

If you are a committed individual who thrives on
creativity, developing skills, ‘learning by doing’ and
you have a love and appreciation of music then this
could be the course for you. When studying music,
you will develop your self-discipline, your patience,
your resilience, your confidence, your coordination
alongside your practical musicianship and ability to
work independently as well as part of a team. Research
also shows that studying music boosts learning in math,
reading, science and language; it develops skills in
critical thinking, organisation and discipline; strengthens
early cognitive development, engages students in the
classroom and increases spatial reasoning. It is fun and
supports the development of your body and mind
in a vast number of ways!

Music Skills Development
As a performer, producer or creator in the music
industry, you need to continually develop your skills
and techniques in order to be successful and secure a
regular flow of gigs and commissions. In this component
you will develop technical, practical, personal and
professional skills and specialise in at least two of the
following areas: music performance, creating original
music and music production. You will review your
progress and consider how to make improvements.
You will share and collaborate with others.

“Music is a great blessing. It has the power to elevate
and liberate us. It sets people free to dream. It can
unite us to sing with one voice. Such is the value of
good music.”
Nelson Mandela

Responding to a Commercial Music Brief
This component will allow you to work to your strengths
and interests and apply the skills that you have learned
throughout your course in a practical way. You will focus
on particular areas of the music industry that excites and
appeals to you and respond to a commercial music brief
as a composer, performer or producer.

In this course students can specialise in music
performance, composition or production (technology).
The course focusses on the skills students will need to
pursue a choice of careers within the industry. You will
need to ask yourself the following:
1. Do you enjoy performing? Playing an instrument or
singing?
2. Do you love writing your own music? Your own
popular songs or film music?
3. Do you thrive using musical software such as Logic
and recording in a studio?

How much homework will I have to do?

Homework will be set regularly. You will be expected
to spend time developing your chosen skill in your
own time; especially if you are a performer learning an
instrument or voice — this is essential. Your homework
tasks will vary from learning key facts about music theory
to listening and research tasks.

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

How will I be assessed on this course?

All three components are coursework based
assignments. The first two are internally assessed and
the final component; the brief, is set by the exam board
and conducted under controlled assessment conditions
with a set number of hours.

RSL Level 2 in Music Performance or Technology for
Music Practitioners

What can this qualification lead to afterwards?

This course provides a solid foundation for further
studies in Music or Performing Arts, including A-level and
Level 3 vocational courses. Some students may pursue a
career in the Music or Performing Arts industry.

Entry Requirements

A keen interest in exploring music of all genres and an
involvement in extra-curricular music activities. If you
are a performer, it is important that you take regular
lessons on your instrument or voice but it is important to
remember this is not just a performance-based course or
a technology based course; it requires you to listen with
intent and analyse music from many perspectives.

What Components will I study on this course?
1. Exploring Music Products and Styles
2. Music Skills Development
3. Responding to a Commercial Music Brief

Where can I find out more about this
qualification?

Exploring Music Products and Styles
Each year, the music industry produces a wide range
of products such as recordings, compositions, live
performances, music for film, TV and computer games.
Have you ever wondered how these products are
created? In this component, you will develop your
understanding of different types of music product and

https://www.rslawards.com/vocational/musicpractitioners/
For further details, please speak to Mr Parrish,
Subject Leader of Music.
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Sports Coaching Principles
Why study this subject?

understanding and skills they need and then have the
opportunity to put this learning into practice through a
real-life scenario. Students will be given a grade Pass,
Merit or Distinction for each piece of work they produce
which are allocated points. At the end of the course, we
calculate the final grade by adding the points from each
component, and matching this against the qualification
grade point thresholds.

Are you a motivated, committed and determined student
who works well as an individual and as part of a team? If
so, WJEC Sport is a fantastic opportunity for you to gain
a highly recognised qualification and develop key life
skills within a fun, stimulating learning environment. What
skills will I need? You will need to be able to work well,
both independently and within a team. You must have a
keen interest in ALL sporting activities and perform them
at a good level. You will need to be confident, a good
communicator, well organised and assertive.

Who is it suited to?

Students who have an idea they would like to pursue a
career in sport. Ideal for someone who wants to become
a Sports Journalist, Sports Instructor or a Football
Manager. The WJEC Sport Course is suited more to
those who want a less examination based qualification
where they can show their success through coursework.

The qualification is a three year course equivalent to 1
GCSE at grades 1.5 - 8. The course provides work-related
vocational training, which guides students through
the new world of sport, building a range of skills and
understanding in this exciting multibillion pound industry.

How many lessons will I have?

Which qualifications will I be awarded at the end
of the course?

It is approximately 40% practical and 60% theory in
lesson times, however, in many cases theory lessons are
taught in a practical way where possible.

WJEC Vocational Award in Sport and Coaching Principles
QAN 603/2705/4

How does it differ from GCSE PE?

What topics will I study on this course?

The WJEC Sport Course is suited more to those who
want a less examination based qualification where they
can show their success through coursework.

The course has 3 units of study which all students need
to cover.

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/sport-andcoaching-principles-level-1-2/#tab_overview

Unit 1: Improving Sports Performance
• Investigate how training can improve fitness for sport
and activity
• Understand how psychological factors can influence
participation in sport and activity

Where can this course take me in the future?

Students who achieve a Level 1 Pass will be able to
continue their studies doing a Level 2 course at Post
16 level. Students who achieve a Level 2 Pass, Merit or
Distinction will be able to join the TJWA Sixth Form. They
will be able to choose from the A Level PE or Level 3
Cambridge Technical in Sport and Exercise courses. Both
courses give successful students a solid preparation and
experience to prepare them for university courses or
apprenticeships/jobs in the sport and leisure industry.

Unit 2: Fitness for Sport
• Investigate the impact of sport and activity on body
systems
• Understand how technological advances have
impacted sport and activity.
Unit 3: Sports Coaching Principles
• Understand the fundamentals of sport and activity
leadership
• Plan activity sessions for target groups
• Understand how to plan for health, fitness and diet.

For further details, please speak to Mr Nicholas,
Director of Sport.

Entry Requirements

A very high participation rate in KS3 PE lessons. A
keen interest in a wide variety of sports/activities and
an involvement in extra-curricular sports activities. It is
also essential that pupils who opt onto a sport course
are keen to join in with and develop in a wide range of
sports. Outstanding ability in just one sport will not bring
success in WJEC Sport.

How will I be assessed?

The combination of internal and external assessment
means students will develop the knowledge,
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