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“ An amazing school with 
exceptional teachers that will 
help you throughout your 
academic years.”
Student

10% 
of students went on 
to study at a Russell 

Group University



Welcome and thank you for your 
interest in The John Wallis Church 
of England Academy Sixth Form.

At The John Wallis Church of England Academy, 
we are determined that all our children receive 
an excellent education which leads to real 
choices in life.

We offer our pupils an absolute commitment to 
excellence based on high-quality teaching and 
experiences beyond the classroom. As a Church 
of England Academy, we welcome those of all 
faiths and those with none.

As Principal, I see it as a privilege to work with 
such a dedicated staff team, such inspirational 
pupils and students and to serve this community. 
This is a happy, welcoming school and we pride 
ourselves on the relationships our staff have 
with our pupils and students, caring for them 
throughout their education from 0 to 19 years. We 
also work closely with families to ensure that all 
our pupils and students are committed to learning 
and develop the character necessary to take 
advantage of all the opportunities we provide. 

The Sixth Form is led by Miss Powell, the Leader 
of Sixth Form who works with Mrs Groves, the 
Deputy Leader of Sixth Form, a team of Sixth Form 
Personal Tutors and a Sixth Form Learning Mentor.  
All of these staff support students on a daily basis 
with their emotional and social needs as well 
as monitoring and encouraging them with their 
academic progress. 

We want students to be successful and fully 
prepared for Higher Education or the world of 
work. We ensure that students receive excellent 
quality teaching, regular support and guidance 
and that they are provided with the equipment 
and facilities which will enhance their performance 
and achievement. In return, we ask students to 
work hard, be organised and be committed to 
their studies. 

During their time in our Sixth Form, students are 
offered numerous extra-curricular opportunities 
which enable them to build a wide and varied 
portfolio of skills and experience. We have high 
expectations of all our Sixth Form students and 
we encourage them to be as involved as possible 
in all aspects of Academy life and to develop 
independent skills. We aim to build resilience in 
our students which will prepare them for whichever 
path they choose after leaving the Academy. 

I am looking forward to welcoming all of those 
students who join us and hope that they have an 
enjoyable, worthwhile and valuable experience in 
the Sixth Form. The future of all our students is at 
the heart of all we do. 

Yours sincerely,

Damian McBeath 
Principal

Welcome

96% 
of our students in the 
2020/21 cohort were 
accepted onto their 

first choice University
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Come and join our talented Sixth Form where 
you will have the opportunity to flourish, 
achieve and enjoy student life.

We welcome new students from other schools and we will extend 
to you the same care and commitment that we show to those who 
have enjoyed their secondary education with us.

We look forward to you joining our Sixth Form in September.

In our Sixth Form, you will greatly benefit from:

Why choose our 
Sixth Form?
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Excellent specialist teaching in small groups

Being taught by teachers who know you well

 Varied opportunities to become involved in the 
wider community

Individual spiritual development

 Excellent support to achieve your full potential

Expert support with university applications

A spacious Sixth Form Centre in which to study 
and relax

The opportunity to study in new buildings with 
state of the art facilities

Our warm welcome to students who join our 
Sixth Form from other schools.



We do all we can to provide appropriate 
opportunities for all our students. 

The John Wallis Academy Sixth Form is open to 
all. We do require our students to work hard, to 
have the right attitude and to apply themselves 
fully to their studies.

When making your final course choices, you 
should ensure that you:

•  have appropriate predicated grades for the 
courses chosen

•  choose courses which will clearly benefit you 
and are appropriate to your career aspirations

•  are able to demonstrate that you can  
apply yourself to the course demands,  
as directed by staff

•  have a Grade 4 or higher in English and 
Mathematics. Please look through the 
individual grade requirements for each course. 

We will try our best to ensure that the courses 
you wish to study are available; however, this 
may not always be possible. If this is the case, 
we will help you to find alternative courses which 
will suit your needs.

In applying to the John Wallis Academy 
please be assured that we consider each 
application in a positive and flexible way. 

“ Exceptional teachers 
and a great academic 
community.”
Student

Entry 
Requirements
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Voluntary Work Programme

Sixth Form Timetable
Lesson times at The John Wallis Academy Sixth Form are in line with the rest 
of the Academy and although, at times, students will not be in lessons for the 
whole day, they will be expected to be in the Academy from 8.30am until the 
end of the Academy day (except when participating in authorised activities).

All Sixth Form students will participate in an 
enrichment curriculum. This will consist of General 
Religious Education, Tutor Time, Personalised 
Participation in Sport and Exercise (PPSE).

Sixth Form students will be given the opportunity 
to do some voluntary work or community service 
in local schools and businesses.

Opportunities to become a mentor, to work on a 
one-to-one basis with pupils in lower years and 

to develop leadership skills will also be available 
to Sixth Form students. Whenever possible, Sixth 
Form students will also be expected to take part in 
and lead the Academy enrichment activities.

All students will have some Independent Study 
time. This will vary according to the individual 
student’s curriculum route. It will typically be 5 
to 7 hours a fortnight. There are no free periods; 
students not in lessons will be in private study.

We will offer students a number of voluntary work opportunities to 
develop organisational and interpersonal skills which will be essential at 
university or in employment.

Some activities will be carried out in the 
Academy and will include helping pupils in the 
Academy, helping younger pupils in lessons, 
the Young Enterprise Scheme, supporting 
departments and leading charity initiatives.

We will also provide students with opportunities 
to work outside school with local businesses 
and serving the community by helping those less 
fortunate, less privileged, less able or younger 
than them. Students will maintain a portfolio to 
record the tasks they carry out.
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Personal Development and 
Information, Advice and  
Guidance (IAG)
All Sixth Form students will be attached to a Sixth Form tutor group.

Issues related to healthy living, personal 
safety and economic well-being and future 
careers will be addressed during Tutor Time 
and through Sixth Form assemblies. A wide 
range of topics will be covered, aiming for 
student involvement as much as possible. It is 
important that students leave school with an 
understanding of basic politics, health issues 
such as safe driving and alcohol use, as well 
as learning skills to live independently.

Towards the end of Year 12 and throughout 
Year 13, we will prepare students for 

employment and Higher Education. 
Students will have the opportunity to go to 
Higher Education Conferences, university 
open days and business visits. We will also 
teach interview skills and conduct mock 
interviews for students on a regular basis.

Personal Tutors will support students and give 
career information, guidance and practical 
help with writing CVs, personal statements 
and with the Universities & Colleges 
Admissions Service (UCAS) applications.
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Curriculum/ 
Course Choices 
Guideline
Before making your course choices, 
it is important that you know your 
predicted grades. 

These are available on your progress report. Ask 
your teachers if in doubt.

You must match your predictions to the appropriate 
level pathway, read about the courses available and 
make realistic selections.

The table supplied should help you in your decision-
making process.
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 GCSE predictions

Suggested levels 
of qualifications 

and number to be 
taken

Additional 
qualifications 

recommended/to 
consider

Progression route

Mainly grades 9, 
8 and 7 (BTEC 
Distinction*/ 
Distinction) in all 
subjects studied (and 
grade 5 and above 
in English Language 
and Mathematics)

The option to choose 
4 or 3 Level 3 
courses

Higher Education

(3-6 Years)

Employment and 
Training

Mainly grades 8, 7 
and 6 (BTEC Merit) in 
all (including grade 5 
and above in English 
Language and 
Mathematics)

3 Level 3 courses Higher Education

(3-6 Years)

Employment and 
Training

Mainly grades 6, 5 
and 4 (BTEC Pass) in 
all subjects studied 
(including grade 4 
and above in English 
Language and 
Mathematics)

3 Level 3 courses 

(subject to meeting 
subject specific entry 
criteria)

Higher Education (3-6 
Years)

Employment and 
Training

Mainly grades 5 and 
4 (BTEC Pass) and 
those that have not 
passed Mathematics 
and/or English

3 Level 3 courses 

(subject to meeting 
subject specific entry 
criteria)

GCSE Re-sits English 
and/or Mathematics

Foundation Degrees

Higher Education

Employment and 
Training
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Applications to The John Wallis Academy Sixth Form will take 
place in three phases:

Application to 
The John Wallis 
Academy Sixth Form

Students will be able to apply and select the courses they would like to study via Kent Choices.

All Year 11 pupils currently attending the John Wallis Academy will be sent log in codes to 
access their account on Kent Choices.  

For external pupils, please follow the link below to gain advice on how to create an account

https://kentprospectus.co.uk/prospectus/system-guides/application/

Once applications have been processed, letters confirming conditional offers to The John 
Wallis Academy Sixth Form will be sent home.

Option blocks will be built according to students’ choices. We will then interview students and 
guide them in making their choices according to the option blocks.

Wednesday 1st December 2021 – 14th January 2022

April 2022 – May 2022

Final course choices will be confirmed by Thursday 25th August 2022  
as they will depend upon your exam results.
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Applied Science

Art

This course would be of interest to anyone who 
enjoys science and would like to take a Level 3 
qualification that shows how science is applied in 
the workplace. 

This level 3 course focuses on how a broad spectrum of 
science is applied and is not an in-depth study of the three 
separate sciences.

Unit 1: Principles and Applications of Science 

Unit 2: Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques

Unit 3: Science Investigation Skills

Unit 8: Physiology of Human Body Systems

In year 13 students will upgrade their year 12 work with the 
possibility of completing extra units.

Examples of the topics being covered include: Cell structure 
and function, physical properties of elements, use of waves in 
communication and practical skills in Science. 

Units 1 and 3 are examination based with practical 
components. Units 2 and 8 are primarily research based with 
practical components.

The course will lead to an A Level equivalent qualification.

The A Level qualification is a two-year course and 
consists of two components. 

Component One is a personal investigation and is 60% 
of the qualification, including an extended written essay. 
Component Two is the externally set assignment and 
constitutes the remaining 40% of the qualification. This 
component culminates in a 15-hour exam.

Art, craft and design embraces an extremely diverse range 
of specialisms. Successful A Level students could be 
expected to progress on to either a foundation diploma at 
an art college or to complete undergraduate degrees from 
a variety of different fields including: graphic design, three-
dimensional design, fine art, model making, theatre design, 
animation, interior design, fashion, textile design, history of 
art and design, conservation, film, photography, teaching, 
TV, architecture and landscape architecture.

Overview

Level: BTEC Level 3

Exam Board: Edexcel 
QAN Code: 601/7434/1

Entry Requirements:

Two Grade 6’s in GCSE  
Combined Science, Grade 4  
in English and Mathematics

Subject Leader:

Dr R Semple: 
rsemple@thejohnwallisacademy.org

Overview

Level: A Level 

Exam Board: Eduqas 
QAN Code: 601/4891/3

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in GCSE Art and Design  
or equivalent

Subject Leader:

Mr M Bean 
mbean@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Biology
The Biology A Level syllabus covers a wide 
range of subjects including biological 
molecules, genetics, evolution and 
relationships between organisms.

Students are required to complete 12 set practical activities 
over the two years.

Biologists work in a wide range of settings including 
education, finance, forensics, health & safety, industry, lab 
work, law, consultancy, media, and sales & marketing.

Overview

Level: A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 
QAN Code: 601/4625/4

Entry Requirements:

Two Grade 6’s in GCSE Combined 
Science and Grade 6 in Mathematics 

Subject Leader:

Mrs E. Foreman  
eforeman@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
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Business Studies
Do you think you could be the next Alan Sugar, 
Richard Branson or Simon Cowell?

Would you like to set up your own business?

Have you got an interest in the business world?

Do you like to know what is going on in the news and 
what the latest government policies are?

If the answer is ‘yes’ to any of these questions, then 
Business BTEC is for you.

When considering Business Studies there are 3 courses to 
choose from. You can study each course separately or a 
combination of:

Business & Enterprise and Marketing or Entrepreneurship 
and Marketing. 

BTEC Extended Certificate in Business & Enterprise - 
The mandatory topics of study are: Exploring Business 
(Coursework), Developing a Marketing Campaign 
(Examination), Personal and Business Finance 
(Examination), Optional Unit (Coursework).

BTEC Extended Certificate in Marketing – The 
mandatory topics of study are: Careers in Marketing 
(Coursework), Marketing Principles (Examination), 
Customer Communications (Examination), Optional Unit 
(Coursework).

BTEC Extended Certificate in Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship – The mandatory topics of study are: 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurs (Coursework). Developing a 
Marketing Campaign (Examination), Personal & Business 
Finance (Examination), Optional Unit (Coursework). 

There is an element of choice with the optional units you 
can study, which allows you to suit future career plans. 
Some of the optional units on offer are: Recruitment and 
Selection, Customer Service and Market Research.

The Business Studies course helps to prepare you 
for the world of work as it can be useful for any job. It 
is particularly relevant if you want to work in Human 
Resources, Marketing and Finance roles or if you want to 
set up your own business.

Business & Enterprise

Level: BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Certificate in Business & Enterprise

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 
QAN Code: 601/7159/5

Marketing

Level: Extended Certificate in Marketing

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 
QAN Code: 603/5283/8 

Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship

Level: Extended Certificate in Enterprise 
and Entrepreneurship

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 
QAN Code: 601/7141/6

Entry Requirements:

Grade 4 in GCSE Business and/or 
Grade 4 Mathematics 

Subject Leader:

Mrs H Cradock: 
hcradock@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Chemistry
The Chemistry A Level syllabus is divided into 
the traditional three branches of physical, 
inorganic and organic chemistry.

Students will study five main topics: Inorganic Chemistry, 
Physical Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, data handling and 
will require practical skills. The last two are focused on the 
experimental and investigative elements of chemistry.

Chemists work in a wide range of settings including 
education, finance, forensics, health & safety, industry, lab 
work, law, consultancy, media and sales & marketing.

Overview

Level: A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 
QAN Code: 601/5731/8

Entry Requirements:

Two Grade 6’s in GCSE  
Combined Science and Grade 6  
in GCSE Mathematics 

Subject Leader:

Mr C Smith: 
csmith@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Children’s Play, 
Learning and 
Development
This course covers units which are essential to 
working with children. 

It gives students a greater awareness of current issues and 
prepares them for higher education or the world of work. 

Learners will study about the development of the brain, 
how children learn through play, the importance and 
role of adults and issues/problems which may hinder a 
child’s development. 

Learners taking this qualification will study three mandatory 
units which cover the following topics: 

• children’s development 

• communication and numeracy 

• play and learning.

In Year 13 learners will then cover the optional unit of

 • physical development, care and health needs

This course involves a 50-hour work experience 
placement which will be carried out during school hours. 

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate 
in Children’s Play, Learning and Development is generally 
taken alongside other qualifications as part of a two-year 
programme of learning. It will enable learners to progress 
to a wide range of degree programmes. The qualification 
carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher 
education providers as contributing to meeting admission 
requirements to many relevant courses. 

This qualification is primarily designed to support 
progression to employment via higher education; however, 
this qualification will also be relevant for those who choose 
to progress directly to employment, through an Early Years 
Educator Apprenticeship.

This qualification can provide career opportunities in 
all areas of the child care sector for example teaching, 
paediatric nursing, education, psychology, nursery nursing, 
social work and many more. 

Overview

Level: BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Certificate in Children’s Play Learning 
and Development

Exam Board: Pearson 
QAN Code: 601/7569/2

Entry Requirements:

Grade 4 in both GCSE Mathematics 
and English

Subject Leader:

Mrs H Oliver: 
holiver@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Computer Science
Computer Science is a subject where you can 
apply the academic principles learned in the 
classroom to real-world systems.

It’s an intensely creative subject that combines invention 
and excitement. You will apply the principles of 
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data 
representation to your work, and analyse problems in 
computational terms by writing programs to solve these 
problems. You will need to think creatively, innovatively, 
analytically, mathematically and logically throughout 
the course to help you understand the relationships 
between different aspects of computer science.

There are 2 external examinations, alongside a substantial 
programming project.

Component 1: Computer Systems –  
External Examination (40%)

• The characteristics of contemporary processors, 
input, output and storage devices

• Types of software and the different methodologies 
used to develop software

• Data exchange between different systems

• Data types, data structures and algorithms

• Legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues.

Component 2: Algorithms and Programming –  
External Examination (40%)

• What is meant by computational thinking (thinking 
abstractly, thinking ahead, thinking procedurally)

• Problem solving and programming – how computers 
and programs can be used to solve problems

• Algorithms and how they can be used to describe 
and solve problems.

Component 3: Programming Project –  
Non-exam assessment (20%)

You are expected to apply the principles of computational 
thinking to a practical coding programming project. You will 
analyse, design, develop, test, evaluate and document a 
program written in a suitable programming language. The 
project is designed to be independently chosen by you and 
provides you with the flexibility to investigate projects within 
the diverse field of computer science.

Overview

Level: A Level 

Exam Board: OCR 
QAN Code: 601/4911/5

Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in GCSE Computing, Grade 6 
in GCSE Mathematics and English

Subject Leader:

Miss D Solly: 
dsolly@thejohnwallisacademy.org

“ The reason I chose to 
stay here for the Sixth 
Form is because of the 
education, opportunities 
and facilities provided 
for us. Here, we 
prioritise studying which 
is why there are Sixth 
Form facilities that 
cater for everyone.  The 
teachers are passionate 
and work closely with 
our students to achieve 
excellence.”
Student
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Computing
Do you prefer building computer networks rather 
than just using them?

Ever wanted an insight into IT and cybersecurity? This 
course is project-based and gives opportunities to develop 
knowledge and skills in areas such as infrastructure, 
application development and data analysis. It will encourage 
you to transform yourself from a computer user to a computer 
technician, capable of designing and programming smart 
solutions to new problems. 

You will build upon existing GCSE Computing knowledge in 
a range of disciplines including: Fundamentals of Computer 
Systems, Global Information, Computer Networks, Cyber 
Security, Project Management and Development, Mobile 
technology, Developing a Smarter Planet, Computer 
Hardware and Software, Internet of Everything and IT 
technical support.

You will cover a wide range of networking techniques, 
along with looking at how computer components work 
and communicate with each other, enabling you to design 
the best hardware and software solutions given the 
client’s constraints. You will be introduced to the various 
computer security systems currently used, how they monitor 
applications and the methods used to transmit data. You will 
also consider the impact of these on both individuals and 
large corporate organisations in the event of potential threats 
and problems.

Overview

Level: Cambridge Technical Level 3 
Introductory Diploma in IT

Exam Board: OCR 
QAN Code: 601/7099/2

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in GCSE Computing, Grade 5 
in GCSE Mathematics and English

Subject Leader:

Miss D Solly: 
dsolly@thejohnwallisacademy.org

“ Our Sixth Form 
is a fun, creative 
and hard-working 
environment that 
provides options 
for everyone and 
always prioritises 
the success of the 
students.”
Student
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Creative  
Digital Media
This course is for learners who want to study 
digital media and product development.

The media we cover ranges from audio products 
such as adverts, songs, radio style recordings into 
audio-visual such as promotional videos, websites and 
documentaries, to print based graphics in magazines, 
on billboards, posters or leaflets. 

You will gain an understanding of how different media 
institutions operate and create products that appeal to 
specific target audiences. You will cover pre-production, 
planning and production processes and go on to create 
a media product. You will also develop transferable 
skills such as planning, communication, adaptability 
and leadership, whilst broadening your knowledge 
in key areas such as social media and globalisation, 
advertising media, the creation and use of sound in 
media and delivering a pitch for your media product. 

Unit 1: Media Products and Audiences – External 
Examination – Mandatory

Unit 2: Pre-production and planning – External 
Examination– Mandatory

Unit 3: Create a Media product – Internal Coursework – 
Mandatory

Overview

Level: Cambridge Technical Level 3 
Extended Certificate in Digital Media

Exam Board: OCR 
QAN Code: 601/7259/9

Entry Requirements:

Grade 4 in GCSE Mathematics and 
English, Level 2 Pass in Creative iMedia 
an advantage or demonstrated passion 
to specialise in this subject area

Subject Leader:

Miss D Solly: 
dsolly@thejohnwallisacademy.org

You will also complete additional optional units from the 
following: Social Media and globalisation, the creation 
and use of sound in media, advertising media, plan 
and deliver a pitch for a media product and create a 
personal media profile as an e-portfolio to showcase 
your talents to potential employers.

You will develop knowledge, understanding and 
skills to prepare you for job roles in areas such as 
digital layout artists, assistant animators or production 
runners. It could also provide a route into a higher 
education programme such as Digital Media, Media & 
Communications or Digital Marketing.
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Criminology
Criminology provides an exciting and interesting 
introduction to the world of forensics, police 
work and the criminal justice system. 

Criminology will provide you with an understanding of why 
humans may commit crime, the types of crime they commit, 
and how this phenomenon is dealt with step by step 
through the criminal justice system. You will also develop 
the critical thinking and research methodology skills 
necessary for many degree level courses.

The WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology course 
comprises of 4 mandatory units. These are: Changing 
Awareness of Crime, Criminological Theories, Crime Scene 
to Courtroom & Crime and Punishment. Assessment is 
comprised of examination and coursework; units 1 and 
3 are internally assessed, whereas units 2 and 4 are 
externally assessed.

This subject is complementary with Psychology, Sociology 
& Law. Possible career paths include forensic investigation, 
law enforcement, social work, counselling, teaching, 
academia & research.

Overview

Level: WJEC Level 3

Exam Board: WJEC 
QAN Code: -

Entry Requirements:

English 5, Mathematics 4 and Science 4

Subject Leader:

Miss Kimberley Varney: 
kvarney@thejohnwallisacademy.org

“ A comfortable and 
supportive environment 
for all students to grow.”
Student
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Dance: 
Performing Arts
The BTEC Performing Arts course 
(following the Dance route) is designed to 
give students a theoretical and practical 
understanding of dance.

Students will acquire experience of choreography and 
performance to engage them in critical thinking about 
the subject. The practical study of dance will help 
students to gain knowledge and understanding of the 
dancer in action and the skills involved in performance. 
Students will also develop appreciation skills through 
the analysis, interpretation and evaluation of dances. 
Finally, a historical and cultural appreciation of dance 
development will deepen students understanding 
of this inspirational art form. This course will similarly 
develop various transferable skills such as team 
working, creative thinking and the ability to improvise. 

Students will be studying the Extended Certificate 
which is equivalent to 1 A Level. This is perfect for 
students who are looking to study performing arts 
alongside another area of contrasting study, as part of 
a 2-year, full time study programme. This qualification 
requires the completion of 4 units; Unit 1: Investigating 
Practitioners’ Work, Unit 2: Developing Skills for Live 
Performance, Unit 3: Group Performance Workshop 
and Unit 22: Movement in Performance. Across 
the two-year course, students will further develop 
their performance skills and techniques in at least 
two performance styles and work collaboratively 
when choreographing a performance to a given 
stimulus, in addition to developing their research 
skills when investigating practitioner’s work. This is a 
predominantly practical course, but students will be 
required to evidence the rehearsal process, research 
and critique their own and other’s work.

Unit 1: Investigating Practitioners’ Work

This is an external unit that involves students 
investigating the work of performing arts practitioners 
and to also develop their critical analysis skills in 
order to show their contextual understanding of how 
practitioners communicate themes in their work.

Overview

Level: Cambridge Technical Level 3 
Extended Certificate in Digital Media

Exam Board: OCR 
QAN Code: 601/7259/9

Entry Requirements:

Grade 4 in GCSE Mathematics and 
English, Level 2 Pass in Creative iMedia 
an advantage or demonstrated passion 
to specialise in this subject area

Subject Leader:

Subject Leader: Miss D Solly  
dsolly@thejohnwallisacademy.org

Unit 2: Developing Skills for Live Performance

This is an internal unit that requires students to 
explore technical performance skills with a focus 
on developing skills and techniques in at least two 
performance styles. 

Unit 3: Group Performance Workshop

This is an external unit that involves student’s 
exploring and integrating their creative and 
physical skills and techniques. Students will be 
working collaboratively to create a performance in 
response to a given stimulus. 

Unit 22: Movement in Performance

This is an internal unit that requires students to 
develop the movement skills that can be used in 
performance through practical application.
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Drama and 
Theatre Studies 
The A Level Drama specification focuses on 
the practical exploration of performance texts, 
including exploring them in light of the work of 
theatre practitioners.

The performance texts that will be studied for the exam will 
require students to articulate how they would perform in 
certain roles, design for certain scenes and interpret a text for 
performance, putting practical work at the heart of the course.

Students will study a range of engaging performance 
texts that will challenge and inspire, including Buchner’s 
‘Woyzeck’ and Peter Shaffer’s ‘Equus.’ There is also a 
free choice of performance texts.  The course will allow 
students the freedom to choose performance texts 
that will best suit their ability to access the work, their 
interests and their performance skills.

Students’ performances will be assessed and there is an 
option to have design skills such as costume, lighting or 
set design assessed by an external visiting examiner. The 
course requires students to see live theatre and there 
are many opportunities to go to the theatre to see a wide 
range of productions.

There is a sensible progression of knowledge, 
understanding and skills from GCSE to A Level and 
similar approaches to assessment, so that students 
will have a coherent experience of Drama if they have 
taken Edexcel GCSE Drama. A Level Drama and Theatre 
Studies develops transferable skills for progression 
from A Level. Students will develop a multitude of 
skills, including collaboration, communication and an 
understanding of how to amend and refine work in order 
to make a smooth transition to their next level of study 
or employment. Studying GCSE Drama is not always a 
requirement, please come and talk to Miss McKenzie if 
you are considering A Level Drama and Theatre Studies.

Overview

Level: A Level

Exam Board: Edexcel 
QAN Code: 601/8302/0

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in English Language or  
English Literature and/or Grade 5 in 
GCSE Drama 

Subject Leader:

Miss A. McKenzie: 
amckenzie@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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English Literature
English Literature remains one of the most popular 
subjects studied at A Level and beyond and is universally 
recognised by employers and universities alike.

Students will read texts which are challenging and of cultural 
importance and analyse, evaluate and argue a point of view. 
The course builds on the skills and ideas developed in GCSE: 
reading for meaning, essay writing, analysis of language, form 
and structure and understanding context. The course offers an 
excellent foundation for Higher Education courses and covers a 
range of fascinating literary works. Current texts studied include 
The War of The Worlds, Dracula, Frankenstein, A Streetcar Named 
Desire and both modern and romantic poetry.

The specification encourages the exploration of these texts and 
a wide variety of student-selected texts in a number of different 
ways: the analysis of language, form and structure of texts; the 
development of the literary canon; detailed comparisons of texts 
and examination of the contexts of when and where texts were 
produced.Students’ skills are tested in a variety of ways to enable 
them to achieve their best: terminal examination (3 papers – one 
on each of novels, poetry and plays); coursework, in the form of 
extended essay writing, directed by the student themselves, on 
topics and texts that they find engaging.

Overview

Level: A Level

Exam Board: Edexcel 
QAN Code: 601/5046/4

Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in GCSE English Language or 
English Literature

Subject Leader:

Mr S Davies: 
sdavies@thejohnwallisacademy.org

English Language 
and Literature
An ideal course for students who love  
the written and spoken word.

A comprehensive and stimulating introduction to English language 
and literature, it investigates how the English language is used in 
a variety of global contexts, and explores literature from different 
historical periods and in diverse cultural settings. Students will 
explore writing and speech in a wide range of forms, and develop 
their skills in the interpretation of literary and non-literary texts. 
Texts studied are F Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, Geoffrey 
Chaucer’s The Wife of Bath, Voices in Speech and Writing: An 
Anthology, and Paul Shaffer’s Equus. They will go on to develop 
their own skills of writing for purpose and form in two pieces of 
creative coursework and accompanying reflective commentary.

A number of English students choose to undertake further study at 
university, while many more use the communication and analytical 
skills they develop during this course in a range of careers including 
advertising, acting, publishing, teaching, librarianship, public relations, 
journalism, the legal professions, management consultancy and finance.

Overview

Level: A Level

Exam Board: Edexcel 
QAN Code: 601/4912/7

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 GCSE in English Language or 
English Literature

Subject Leader:

Mr S Davies: 
sdavies@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Food Science  
and Nutrition
The WJEC Level 3 Certificate in Food Science and 
Nutrition has been designed to provide students 
with underpinning knowledge, understanding and 
skills to progress to further study and training.

It offers exciting and interesting experiences that focus 
learning through application, through the acquisition of 
knowledge and understanding in purposeful contexts linked 
to the food production industry.

The WJEC Level 3 Certificate in Food Science and Nutrition 
is an applied qualification. The applied purpose will also 
allow students to learn in such a way that they develop: 
skills required for independent learning and development; 
a range of generic and transferable skills; the ability to solve 
problems; the skills of project-based research; development 
and presentation; the fundamental ability to work alongside 
other professionals in a professional environment; the ability 
to apply learning in vocational contexts.

The WJEC Level 3 Certificate in Food Science and Nutrition 
is assessed through a combination of a written exam and an 
internal centre marked assignment.

Together with relevant Level 3 qualifications, students 
will gain the required knowledge to progress to Higher 
Education degree courses, such as: Food and Nutrition, 
Human Nutrition, Public Health Nutrition, Food Science 
and Technology.

Overview

Level: WJEC Level 3 Certificate 

Exam Board: WJEC 
QAN Code: 601/4553/5

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in GCSE Food Science  
and Nutrition

Subject Leader:

Ms C Chapman-Hailey: 
cchapman-hailey@
thejohnwallisacademy.org

“ At the John Wallis 
Academy, we are 
offered a broad range 
of subjects with a close 
sense of community. 
There is something for 
everyone here.”
Student
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French
The new A Level French includes current and 
exciting topics such as family, modern world 
issues, diversity, music, culture, crime, politics and 
new technology. 

You will also have the opportunity to work on French 
cinema and literature. You will develop your ability to 
interact effectively and use your knowledge about matters 
central to the society and culture of the countries where 
French is spoken.

In an increasingly demanding job market, languages play a 
more important role than ever. When seeking a university 
place or employment, students with a language qualification 
beyond GCSE hold a definite advantage. French is a 
facilitating subject for The Russell Group, which represents 
the 24 leading UK universities. French is one of the subjects 
that these universities advise students to have in order to be 
accepted onto many degree courses.

French is most beneficial to careers in Interpreting and 
Translating, Teaching, International Business, Customer 
Services, Politics, Law, Fashion, Leisure and Tourism.

Overview

Level: A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 
QAN Code: 601/8727/X

Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in GCSE French

Subject Leader:

Ms A Healey: 
ahealey@thejohnwallisacademy.org

23



Geography
We study a variety of Physical and Human 
Geography modules which help provide 
students with the knowledge, skills and 
enthusiasm sought by higher education and 
employers and is valid for a number of different 
career paths like advertising, teaching, town and 
country planning, environmental management, 
law or social services amongst many others.

The specification will excite students’ minds, 
challenge perceptions and stimulate their 
cartographic, statistical, investigative and analytical 
skills. There is a large emphasis on how humans 
interact with the physical world and how we can 
mitigate the impacts of these events.

There are three elements to the course:

Overview

Level: A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 
QAN Code: 601-8940-X

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in GCSE Geography

Subject Leader:

Mrs N Shearn: 
nshearn@thejohnwallisacademy.org

Physical Module: The subjects 
studied are the water and 
carbon cycle, coastal systems 
and landscapes and hazards 
which accounts for 40% of the 
final grade. 

Human Module: The subjects 
studied are global systems and 
global governance, changing 
places and contemporary 
urban environments which also 
accounts for 40%.

Independent Investigation: 
The final part of the course 
includes an independent 
fieldwork investigation 
including data collected in the 
field which accounts for 20% of 
the final grade. 
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Graphic  
Communication
The A Level qualification is a two-year course 
and consists of 2 components.

Component 1 is a Personal Investigation and is 60% of 
the qualification including an extended written essay. 
Component 2 is the Externally Set Assignment and 
constitutes the remaining 40% of the qualification. The 
component culminates in a 15-hour exam.

Component 1: The Personal Investigation consists 
of two integrated constituent parts: a major in-depth 
critical, practical and theoretical investigative project/
portfolio and an extended written element of 1000 
words minimum.

Component 2: The Externally Set Assignment consists 
of two parts: a preparatory study period of 15-hour 
period of sustained focus work.

Professional Graphic Designers normally specialise 
in one of the following specific areas: illustration, 
typography, editorial, advertising and branding, package 
design, design for print, computer graphics, multimedia 
design, animation and special effects, storyboarding and 
layout, web and app design, game design.

Successful A Level students could be expected to 
progress onto either a foundation diploma at an 
art college or to complete undergraduate degrees 
from a variety of different fields including: graphic 
design, fashion, textile design, history of art and 
design, conservation, film, photography, teaching, TV, 
architecture and landscape architecture.

Overview

Level: A Level 

Exam Board: Eduqas 
QAN Code: 601/4891/3

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in GCSE Art and Design, 
Graphic Communication, Photography 
or equivalent

Subject Leader:

Mr M Bean: 
mbean@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Health and  
Social Care 
BTEC Level 3 Health and Social Care covers areas 
essential to developing a full understanding of the 
needs of individuals throughout their lifetime. 

You will complete three mandatory units and one optional 
unit. Units One and Two are externally examined while units 
Five and Fourteen are internally assessed.

Human Lifespan Development: Introduces you to biological, 
psychological and sociological theories related to the human 
lifespan. You will have the opportunity to explore the different 
aspects of physical, intellectual, emotional and social growth 
and development and examine factors that can affect the 
individual in this process. You will also explore the physical 
effects of ageing and the theories that help to explain the 
psychological changes.

Working in Health and Social Care: In this unit you will 
be introduced to roles and responsibilities of practitioners 
and the organisations they work for. You will also learn how 
standards are set and monitored and reflect on the role of 
professionals in supporting people with health and social 
care needs.

Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs: You will learn 
the principles and practicalities that are the foundation of all 
the care disciplines. You will be introduced to the values and 
skills required for a career in health or social care, learn about 
the ethical issues which may arise and the challenges that will 
need to be overcome when personalising care. You will also 
learn about the benefits of a multi- agency approach to care 
packages to meet individual needs.

Physiological Disorders and their Care: You will explore 
different physiological disorders; learn how they are 
diagnosed and the types of treatment and support services 
the user may encounter. 

On completion of this qualification, you can go on to further 
study at university or into apprenticeships in a wide range of 
Health and Social Care related career options, for example: 
medicine, pharmacy, nursing, paramedic science, pediatrics, 
dentistry, counselling, midwifery, teaching, police service, 
social work, nursery nursing and many more.

Overview

Level: BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Certificate in Health and Social Care 

or 

BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Health and 
Social Care (Double Award) 

Exam Board: Pearson 
QAN Code: 601/7569/2

Entry Requirements:

A good level of English (minimum 
of grade 4) is required as there is 
a significant amount of writing. It is 
not necessary to have studied this 
course at a previous level, however 
an interest in health and social related 
issues is necessary

Subject Leader:

Mrs Y Gorham: 
ygorham@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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History
The History qualification compromises a mixture 
of British and International History.

The course covers three historical periods: the first being 
the Early Tudors, 1485-1558, where we explore the various 
foreign and domestic issues and reforms that were made 
during their reigns. The second is Germany, 1918-1963, 
where we will further delve into aspects of the Holocaust, 
World War Two, the rise of the Nazi Party and life in Hitler’s 
Germany. The final examined element is Civil Rights in 
the USA from 1865 to 1992, looking at the developments 
and treatment of African Americans, Women, Native 
Americans and the Working Class during this period. There 
is one coursework element, which allows students to 
explore a historical period of their choice. Here, students 
will undertake independent research and develop their 
understanding of a topic they already find interesting.

Progress from studying a History A Level could include 
higher education courses, such as degrees in History 
or in related subjects such as Politics, English Literature, 
Law, Philosophy, Economics or Journalism. There is also 
a wide range of careers in areas such as the media, 
education, libraries, national and local government and 
the civil service.

Overview

Level: A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 
QAN Code: 601/4973/5

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in GCSE History

Subject Leader:

Mrs S Chandler: 
schandler@thejohnwallisacademy.org

Mathematics
Students of A Level Mathematics will develop 
an understanding of Mathematics and 
mathematical processes, develop the ability to 
reason logically and construct mathematical 
proofs, understand coherence and progression 
in Mathematics and how different areas of 
Mathematics can be connected.

If you are keen to use your mathematical skills in your 
chosen career, a relevant year out in industry or final 
year project/dissertation will be helpful. Placements are 
available on some Mathematics degree courses in areas 
such as: banking, the civil service, computing, consulting, 
financial services and retail.

The A Level is assessed over three papers. Two of these 
are Pure Mathematics papers, each lasting 2 hours and 
contribute to 66.7% of the final grade. The final paper 
consists of two sections A and B. Section A is for Statistics 
and Section B is for Mechanics. This paper also lasts 2 
hours and contributes 33.3% of the final grade. 

Overview

Level: A Level 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
QAN Code: 603/1333/X

Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics

Subject Leader:

Mr L Osborn: 
losborn@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Further 
Mathematics
Further Mathematics is an A Level which is 
taught alongside Mathematics A Level, building 
on the skills gained from both GCSE and 
Mathematics A Level. 

Students will study the course over 2 years and will 
complete courses in Core Pure as well as applied courses.

Students studying A Level Further Mathematics will 
develop both understanding of Core and Applied 
Mathematics. Within Core Pure you will develop an 
understanding of imaginary and complex numbers, 
matrices, hyperbolic equations and mathematical proof. 
For the two applied modules, you could study Further 
Statistics, Further Mechanics or Decision Mathematics, 
covering algorithms and linear programming.

If you are keen to use your mathematical skills in 
your chosen career, or to study Mathematics at 
University, Further Mathematics A Level will broaden 
your understanding of topics far beyond the standard 
Mathematics A Level.

The A Level is assessed over four papers. Two of these 
are Pure Core Mathematics papers, each lasting 90 
minutes and each contribute to 25% of the final grade. 
There is a paper to assess each of the two option 
modules, the papers last 90 minutes and contribute 25% 
each to the final grade.

Overview

Level: A Level 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
QAN Code: 603/1499/0

Entry Requirements:

Grade 7/8 in GCSE Mathematics

Subject Leader:

Mr L Osborn: 
losborn@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Media Studies
The Media Studies course at level 3 consists of 2 
externally assessed exams and 1 Non-Examined 
Assessment (coursework). 

A Level Media Studies engages students in the in-depth 
study of media products in relation to the four areas 
of the theoretical framework: media language, media 
representation, media industries, and media audiences.

Students are required to study media products from 
all of the following media forms: Television, film, radio, 
newspapers, magazines, advertising and marketing, 
online, social and participatory media, video games and 
music video.

Students will also be required to produce their own 
media texts in response to an externally set brief. In 
the past, these have ranged from detective TV shows, 
newspapers and fitness blogs. 

Overview

Level: A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 
QAN Code: 603/2372/3

Entry Requirements:

A good level of English (at least a grade 
4) as there is a large amount of writing 
and analytical skills. It is not necessary 
to have studied this course at GCSE 
level but an interest in Film, TV and 
Social Media is required

Subject Leader:

Mr R Morse: 
rmorse@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Music
The Music course at level 3 consists of 90 credits 
in total, 30 of which are externally assessed by 
the board.

The Music course at level 3 consists of 90 credits in total, 
30 of which are externally assessed by the board. The 
following is an example of the course content that can be 
variable (there are a number of optional units that can be 
changed each year dependent on the cohort of students):

Rehearsal Skills and Live Music Performance: an 
externally assessed core unit created to develop your 
ability to plan, develop and present your own performance.

Auditioning for Music: this is a compulsory unit which 
requires a portfolio of evidence, gathered whilst 
preparing for an audition scenario.

Listening to Music: an essay style response is required 
discussing how music elicits emotions and personal 
responses through analysing the contrasting styles and 
pieces.

Evolution of the Record Industry: a research and written 
presentation unit exploring the industry set up and 
development from 1950s to the present day.

Lead Performer: a chance to develop your stagecraft as 
a performer and fulfil the role of a lead performer.

Leading a Music Making Activity: developing your ability 
to lead a workshop and evaluate your own skills in this 
capacity.

Planning for a Career in Music: this requires 
considerable research and a personal skills audit which 
considers your personal aims in a range of careers.

The music course is diverse and exciting and allows 
students to develop the necessary skills to be 
employable in the music industry. It is expected that 
students will work with some independence with 
research and written tasks alongside their consistent 
practice routine for their voice or instrument. Students 
are also expected to participate in school performance 
events and have tuition on their voice or chosen 
instrument to enable them to reach their potential and 
satisfy the criteria for a level 3 performance course. 
Suitable students will enjoy listening to music and have 
an open mind about exploring new and different genres; 
they will be resilient learners, or at least committed to 
developing this within them, and learn performance 
alongside theoretical units to further their academic 
music mind as well as their self-esteem, confidence, 
presentation skills and mastery skills as a practitioner.

Overview

Level: Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in 
Music Performance   

Exam Board: Rock School 
QAN Code: 601/7691/X

Entry Requirements:

Ability to sing or play an instrument to 
a minimum level of Grade 3 standard 
and a keenness to learn and explore a 
variety of different genres as well as the 
roles within the music industry

Subject Leader:

Mr M Bean: 
mbean@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Photography
The A Level qualification is a 2-year course and 
consists of 2 Components.

Component 1 is a Personal Investigation and is 60% of 
the qualification including an extended written essay. 
Component 2 is the Externally Set Assignment and 
constitutes the remaining 40% of the qualification. This 
component culminates in a 15-hour exam.

Component 1: The Personal Investigation consists of 
two integrated constituent parts: a major in-depth critical, 
practical and theoretical investigative project/portfolio and 
an extended written element of 1000 words minimum.

Component 2: The Externally Set Assignment consists 
of two parts: a preparatory study period and a 15-hour 
period of sustained focus work.

Professional photographers normally specialise in one 
or more of the following specific areas: advertising or 
editorial, general or high street, press or photojournalism 
(including sports), fashion, science, industrial or 
commercial, forensic and medical.

Successful A Level students could be expected to 
progress on to either a foundation diploma at an art 
college or to complete undergraduate degrees from 
a variety of different fields including: graphic design, 
three-dimensional design, fine art, model making, theatre 
design, animation, interior design, fashion, textile design, 
history of art and design, conservation, film, photography, 
teaching, TV, architecture and landscape architecture.

Overview

Level: A Level  

Exam Board: Eduqas 
QAN Code: 601/4891/3

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in GCSE Photography, Art and 
Design, Graphic Communication or 
equivalent

Subject Leader:

Mr M Bean: 
mbean@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Physics
Ever wondered how our universe works? Then 
you will enjoy Physics!

You will be covering a wide range of topics including: 
Particles and Radiation, Waves, Mechanics, Electricity, 
Thermal physics, Fields, Nuclear physics, Astrophysics 
and Electronics.

You will also be studying and completing up to 12 
different experiments that have changed the course of 
Physics and human understanding.

There are many careers available to students with 
an A Level in Physics, for example: architect, doctor, 
aeronautical engineer, product designer, audio engineer 
and mechanical engineer.

Overview

Level: A Level    

Exam Board: AQA 
QAN Code: 601/4747/7

Entry Requirements:

Two Grade 6’s in GCSE Combined 
Science and 6 in Mathematics 

Subject Leader:

Dr R Semple: 
rsemple@thejohnwallisacademy.org

“ Joining the John Wallis 
Academy from a different 
school was very daunting, 
but after my first day I was 
happy with my decision.  
I have found it a welcoming 
environment and I made 
friends straight away. 
The teachers push you to 
excellence and help you 
with any queries you have.”
Student
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Politics
We don’t always like politicians and the 
things that governments do, but the 
business of politics touches every aspect of 
our lives. 

Whilst we might criticise governments for some 
of their policies, it must be better than having 
no government at all. But no matter whether a 
government makes you feel angry or reassured, 
it’s worth having knowledge of how the whole 
process of an elected government works and 
an understanding of the theories that inform the 
processes and institutions that govern us. A Level 
Politics enables you to develop critical thinking skills 
and enhance your ability to interpret, evaluate and 
comment on the nature of politics.

In the first year of Politics, you will study three main 
themes. The first theme is UK Politics which covers 
issues such as how voting behaviour is changing in 
elections and what the purpose of political parties 
are in the UK. The second theme of study is UK 
Government. This covers issues such as what 
parliament’s role is in the UK political system and 
whether we have an increasingly presidential style 
of government. The third theme is Political Ideas 
where we study Socialism, Liberalism, Conservatism 
and an optional ideology such as Feminism or 
Nationalism. In this topic, you will study the ideas 
that inform political parties and institutions with a 
particular focus on the key thinkers.

The second year focuses on one main topic – 
Global Politics. This exciting and relevant subject 
will place British politics in a global context and 
enable you to better understand political institutions 
in a globalised world and the implications of 
recent issues such as Brexit. You will develop your 
understanding of existing world powers like the USA 
and emerging world powers, such as China, and 
their role in shaping global politics.

Overview

Level: A Level  

Exam Board: Eduqas 
QAN Code: 601/4891/3

Entry Requirements:

GCSE Grade 5 or above in English, 
History, or another Humanities 
subject. A keen interest in politics  
and current affairs

Subject Leader:

Mrs S. Chandler : 
schandler@thejohnwallisacademy.org

If you want to learn about people power, how 
government works and how ideas inform 
actions then this A Level is for you. 

Students who have taken A Level Politics often 
go on to study a range of subjects in Higher 
Education including politics, law, philosophy, 
sociology, economics, journalism, history, 
geography, and business.

Politics provides a range of transferable skills 
which are desirable to many employers. 
Students may look forward to a career 
in politics, research, social policy, local 
government, the civil service, think tanks, 
education, journalism, business, international 
development, the police, and the charity sector.
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Product Design
This creative and thought-provoking 
qualification gives students the practical skills, 
theoretical knowledge and confidence to 
succeed in a number of careers, especially those 
in the creative industries.

They will investigate historical, social, cultural, 
environmental and economic influences on design 
and technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put 
their learning into practice. You will produce physical 
prototypes of a chosen design using the tools and 
resources within the school workshop along with 
advanced technology such as computer aided design 
software, 3D printers and laser cutters. 

Students will gain a real understanding of what it 
means to be a designer alongside the knowledge 
and skills sought by higher education establishments 
and employers.

Students will be assessed through examinations and 
a NEA (non-examined assessment) throughout the 
two-year course. 

Overview

Level: A Level    

Exam Board: AQA 
QAN Code: 603/1133/2

Entry Requirements:

Level 4 in GCSE Maths

Subject Leader:

Ms C. Chapman-Hailey: 
cchapman-hailey@
thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Psychology
Psychology is a thought-provoking, 
challenging and exceptionally useful subject 
which is advantageous to a wide variety of 
different careers.

Psychology will provide you with a scientific 
understanding of human behaviour and help to develop 
the critical thinking and research skills necessary for many 
degree level courses.

In terms of assessment, the course is comprised of three 
exam papers that cover a wide variety of topics within 
the Psychology discipline, giving students a taste of 
what will follow in undergraduate study. In year 12, these 
topics include: Social Influence, Memory, Attachment, 
Psychopathology, Approaches in Psychology & 
Biopsychology. In year 13, they will study the mandatory 
Issues and Debates in Psychology, and will have the 
choice of three ‘option topics’ from a selection of nine. 
This year, we are covering Relationships, Schizophrenia 
and Forensic Psychology.

Throughout the course, students will become familiarised 
with the core research methods used by Psychologists 
when studying the world, as well as data handling & 
analysis. The Research Methods component makes up 
approximately one third of the entire course, so a firm 
foundation in Maths & Science is essential for success.

Future career pathways stemming from Psychology 
include: teaching, academia, counselling, mental health 
nursing, social work, policing, law, HR and marketing,  
and many more.

Overview

Level: A Level  

Exam Board: AQA 
QAN Code: 601/4838/X

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in GCSE English, Mathematics 
and Science

Subject Leader:

Miss K Varney: 
kvarney@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Religious Studies
There are many things that we accept in  
life which we do not always take the time  
to question. 

For example, what is good and bad? Who has the 
authority to tell us what is right and wrong? Is there any 
reason to do the right thing? Is there anything we can 
do to improve us as a person? Some of our greatest 
thinkers have taken on questions such as these and 
arrived at different answers. For example, Joseph 
Fletcher believed love should be central to all our 
interactions with each other. Is he right? 

Students who study Religious Studies develop skills to 
become independent learners. Students will be taught 
how to research and prioritise information, which they 
can then organise within their written communication. 
Students will also enrich their vocabulary with the 
new words and terminology that they learn. As well 
as becoming independent learners, students will 
develop high level thinking skills such as analysis and 
evaluation. Students will be required to consider the 
ideas of influential authors and scholars and make 
evidence-based judgements about the opinions that 
they express. Critical thinking is a major asset for any 
Religious Studies student. 

In A Level Religious Studies, you will be studying 
three components which include an introduction to 
Christianity, philosophy of religion and religion and 
ethics. Each of these components are assessed by 
their own written examination each accounting for 33% 
of the total grade. 

The A Level course allows you to explore in depth 
arguments surrounding the existence of God, 
challenges to belief, modern day ethical issues and the 
challenges of the Bible for modern day lives. Students 
will also examine Christianity as the biggest religion in 
the world.

Students with an A Level in Religious Studies have 
successfully studied medicine, law, education and 
scientific research at university.

Overview

Level: A Level    

Exam Board: Eduqas 
QAN Code: 601/8700/1

Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in GCSE Religious Studies

Subject Leader:

Mr R Twyman: 
rtwyman@thejohnwallisacademy.org

“ The staff and students 
were very supportive 
when I came here from 
another school.  As it was 
a completely new school 
where I knew no-one, I was 
obviously very nervous but 
from the first day I felt like 
I had been here for years 
thanks to the kind and 
welcoming environment.”
Student
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Sociology
Sociology is the study of society. It looks at how 
people live, behave and work together in groups. 

It asks questions about the world that we live in and 
tries to explain why it is the way it is. Studying this 
subject will undoubtedly broaden each student’s 
perspective on a variety of topical issues. These 
include some of following:

• Why do baby girls typically wear pink and baby boys 
typically wear blue?

• Why do people commit crimes, and what are we 
trying to achieve through punishment?

• Why do girls do better than boys at GCSE level?

• Why do some countries have higher rates of 
religiosity than others?

Sociology helps provide explanations for all these 
and more. Armed with theoretical knowledge (on 
Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism and more), students 
studying Sociology will be able to progress seamlessly 
onto undergraduate study with a balanced perspective 
on how society operates and – more broadly – why 
the world works in the way it does.

In terms of assessment, the course is comprised 
of three exam papers that cover various different 
‘pillars’ within society. In Year 12, these topics include: 
Education, Families and Households & Methods in 
Context. In Year 13, these include: Beliefs in Society, 
Crime and Deviance & Theory and Methods.

An A Level qualification in Sociology is valued in many 
sectors of higher education and employment such as 
policing, nursing, teaching, academia, law, social work 
and journalism.

Overview

Level: A Level  

Exam Board: AQA 
QAN Code: 601/3994/8

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in GCSE English, Grade 4 in 
GCSE Mathematics and Science

Subject Leader:

Miss K Varney: 
kvarney@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Spanish
The new A Level Spanish includes current and 
exciting topics such as family, modern world 
issues, diversity, music, cultural heritage, 
politics and new technology. 

You will also have the opportunity to work on Spanish 
cinema and literature. You will develop your ability to 
interact effectively and use your knowledge about 
matters central to the society and culture of the 
countries where Spanish is spoken.

In an increasingly demanding job market, languages 
play a more important role than ever. When seeking 
a university or employment, students with a language 
qualification beyond GCSE hold a definite advantage. 
Spanish is a facilitating subject for The Russell Group 
of Universities, which represents the 24 leading UK 
universities. Spanish is one of the subjects that these 
universities advise students to have in order to be 
accepted onto many degree courses.

Spanish is most beneficial to careers in Interpreting and 
Translating, Teaching, International Business, Customer 
Services, Politics, Law, Fashion, Leisure and Tourism.

Overview

Level: A Level  

Exam Board: AQA 
QAN Code: 601/8732/3

Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in GCSE Spanish

Subject Leader:

Ms A Healey: 
ahealey@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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OCR Sport
OCR Sport Level 3 Cambridge Technical 
Extended Certificate in Sport and Physical 
Activity (360 GLH) aims to develop students’ 
knowledge, understanding and skills of the 
principles of Sport and Physical Activity.

Students will gain an insight into the sector as they 
investigate opportunities for delivering sport and 
physical activity to a wide range of participants, 
whether it is to mobilise sedentary people to 
improve their health and wellbeing or to support 
regular participants to improve their performance 
and fitness, all done in a safe and professional 
environment. In doing so, students will also gain 
core skills required for employment or further 
study in the sector such as communication, 
analysis, organisation and adaptation. Designed 
in collaboration with experts spanning the breadth 
of the sector, the Level 3 Cambridge Technical 
in Sport and Physical Activity focuses on the 
requirements that are demanded of young people 
today. Students will practically apply their skills 
and knowledge in preparation for further study or 
the workplace.

The course is made up of a wide range of centre 
assessed units with practical and wider project-
based assessment opportunities:

Unit 2: Sports coaching and activity leadership

Unit 8: Organisation of sports events 

Unit 17: Sports injuries and rehabilitation

Students also take part in externally examined 
units on:

Unit 1: Body systems and the effects of  
physical activity

Unit 3: Sports organisation and development 

The qualification complements a Key Stage 5 
study programme alongside other vocational 
qualifications or A Levels. The course is 40% 
examination and 60% coursework/assignment 
based and is equivalent to one A Level.

The course supports the transferable skills 
required by universities and employers such 
as communication, problem solving, time 
management, research and analytical skills. 
Students will consider the barriers to and the 
effects and benefits of sport and physical activity 
across all age ranges and social groups, 
including people with disabilities and BAME, 
so they can tailor their approach depending 
on the person, people or situation they’re 
working with to ensure inclusivity. The course 
will provide an excellent start for those wanting 
to pursue a career in the sports and fitness 
industry. Employment opportunities are constantly 
growing in this sector but include jobs such as: 
physiotherapist, sports coach, analyst, sports 
development officer, PE teacher, sports scientist 
and fitness instructor.

Overview

Level: Technical Level 3 

Exam Board: OCR 
QAN Code: 601/7094/3

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in GCSE PE or equivalent 
and Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics 
and English

Subject Leaders:

Mr J Tandy: 
jtandy@thejohnwallisacademy.org 

Miss S Manchester: 
smanchester@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
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Expectations and 
Responsibilities
At The John Wallis Academy Sixth Form, you are expected to:

Attend all lessons, registration periods, 
assemblies and private study periods

Arrive at all lessons on time

Complete all work set by the given deadline

Work to the best of your ability

Respect the right of other students to learn in 
lessons and when using other Academy facilities

Behave in a mature and responsible manner, 
recognising that you are a role model for pupils in 
Years 7 to 11 and the Lower years

Stay on the Academy site from 8.30am until 
the end of the day except when participating in 
authorised activities

Undertake not to engage in any paid work during 
Academy hours and recognise that working for 
more than 8 hours per week may have an impact on 
the time you can devote to your academic studies

Abide by the Sixth Form Dress Code

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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At The John Wallis Academy Sixth Form, 
you must dress formally, as if for business 
or formal office work.

Sixth Form students’ clothes must be smart, modest and 
safe. Students must avoid displaying extremes of fashion or 
hair styles. Students will be expected to wear:

• Trousers or skirt of a moderate length (with tights)

• Shirt or blouse

• Blazer, formal jacket or suit and tie

• V neck jumper

• Leather shoes

Hair

Students’ hair should be neat, clean and moderate in style, 
length and treatment; artificial streaks or colouring that 
stands out in any way will not be allowed. The Academy 
reserves the right to ask students to cut their hair, change 
their hairstyle or shave facial hair if their presentation falls 
below an acceptable level.

Trousers

Trousers must be smart and plain. Jeans, tracksuits, cords 
and casual trousers will not be allowed.

Jewellery

Jewellery must be discreet and minimal. Students must 
not wear any facial jewellery other than a pair of small 
earrings, if they so wish.

Shoes

Shoes must be appropriately practical and sensible. Heels 
of medium height, if reasonably robust, are acceptable. 
Stilettos, trainers, open-toed sandals, flip-flops, canvas 
shoes and Ugg-type boots will not be allowed.

Overcoats

To save parents money we do not specify a Sixth Form 
overcoat, raincoat or anorak. However, coats should be  
of a dark colour (navy blue, dark grey or black) and  
smart. Brightly coloured jackets/anoraks, hooded  
sports sweatshirts, or garments with a logo or  
brand name are not acceptable.

Any final guidance on the Sixth Form dress  
code is at the discretion of the Principal.

Sixth Form
Dress Code

Students with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) within The 
John Wallis Sixth Form will be supported 
on an individual basis, in order to meet 
every student’s needs and to provide 
support as required. Information will be 
collated from previous records and any 
students identified with SEND will be 
added to our SEND register to ensure all 
teaching staff are aware of their needs 
and provision can be made to ensure 
they achieve to the best of their ability.

Additional 
Support  
at The John 
Wallis Academy 
Sixth Form
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@TJWA_Ashford

The John Wallis Church of England Academy

@TJWA_Ashford

www.thejohnwallisacademy.org

We are committed  
to excellence.
We believe in choice.


