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happy but tired children on their return from 
their first lesson on Monday. We are very 
pleased to say swimming lessons have been 
planned for Years 3, 2 and 6 in the coming 
terms of this academic year. 
 
After school clubs are beginning on Monday 
17th January 2022 and we have a very good 
choice for children to choose from. A letter 
went home to parents on Tuesday asking 
them to register their children’s choices. The 
clubs range from arts and crafts to a number 
of sports, yoga and recorder playing clubs. 
We have had a very good response to the 
letter with many children wanting to join a 
club. 
 
Miss Spinks 
Assistant Principal, Acting Head of Lower 
School. 
              

 Pupil voice: 
“Swimming was absolutely fantastic. It was a fantastic opportunity for us.” - 
Prativa. 
“The trainers are so nice.” – Hayden          “It was amazing.” - Aniyah               
“I can’t wait until next week.” – Oliver      “I loved swimming with everybody.” 

 
 

 

Attendance 
Class of the week is  3B with 97.3%.  
We encourage all children to make sure they 
Remember to ‘COME TO SCHOOL!’ everyday. 
Our aim is for attendance of 96% or above. 

90.5% 

 
Dear Parents/Carers and Pupils 
 

Happy New Year to you all. It is lovely to 
see all the children back in school eager to 
start learning again.  
 

We started the year with the sad 
knowledge that we were unable to say 
goodbye to Miss Lacon, with the children, 
but we wish her future happiness.  
 

The new Head of Lower School, Miss 
Sharma, who will be starting at the 
Academy in Term 4, joined Mr McBeath in 
a tour on Wednesday. She met many staff 
and pupils in the Lower School and we 
look forward to working with her in our 
continued drive to provide the best 
education possible for every child. 
 

The Year 4 pupils began the term with 
great excitement due to the start of 
swimming lessons. I met some very  
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Meet the team 
Mrs Potgieter – TA Year 2 
 
I was born in Rhodesia, raised and educated in 
South Africa.  I am a mother of two boys who 
are both ADHD, so I take an interest in SEN.  I 
immigrated to the UK in 2017, where I studied 
my level 3 TA diploma.  I started work as a 
lunchtime supervisor and after completion of 
my diploma, started working at the John Wallis 
in 2020 with the year 3 groups.  
 When I'm not studying, I enjoy reading, 
gardening and art. 

Clubs available this term 
Year 4 Times Tables Rockstars 
Year 2 Arts and crafts 
Year 3 & 4 Barry Fuller Football Academy 
Year 1 Move and Make 
Year 1 and 2 Football and Fun 
Year 3 and 4 Board Games 
KS2 Recorder and Singing Club 
Year 1 Board Games 
Year 2 Street Sport 
Year 1 Multisport 
Year 3 & 4 Yoga 
Year 3 & 4 Tag Rugby 

Pupils of the week 
A huge well done for our pupils of the week: 
4S – Nour - completing 3 x 1 digit multiplication calculations so well. 
4H – Alex – settling in well to the Academy and working hard. 
3B – James - amazing work and effort since returning in January. 
3S – Teodora - making an excellent start in year 3. 
2R – Armani - tried very hard to form letters and numbers correctly. 
2J – Tia - super Maths's work on the 2, 5- and 10-times tables. 
2S – Kristian – writing clear instructions for cleaning your teeth. 
1S – Destiny - always being so enthusiastic towards all of her learning. 

1F – Wali – trying so hard to speak several different languages. 
RM – Ella - growing in confidence. 
RT - Noyan - adapting well to school routines and making lots of new friends with ease. 
 

 

 
After school clubs starting on 17th January 2022. 

A Message from the Chaplain 
 

The Diocese of Canterbury, one of our Academy sponsors, has launched an 
initiative for 2022 called A Year of Living Generously. They pose the question, 
“What might happen if, for a whole year, we made a point of noticing what we 
do and what we choose, and asking ourselves: How generous am I being? 
Could it change our lives?” 
 
A Year of Living Generously is not just about money. It’s about how we react 
when someone asks a favour. It’s about seeing life as a gift. It’s about taking 
time to listen properly. It’s about seeking the beauty in people we find difficult. 
 
Could you make a difference with one generous habit in the way you speak, 
the way you listen or what you do with your time. 
Mr Rich, Academy Chaplain,(Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org) 

  “I was surprised I had so much fun.” - Trey 
“It was fun being in the swimming pool. “- Hollie 
“Thank you for taking us swimming.” - Younes 

Reading Cup 
The cup is awarded to the 
class with the highest 
percentage of children reading 
at home at least 3 times per 
week. This week’s winners are  
4S with 92% 


