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On Friday we joined the country in raising 
money for Children in Need with ‘wear your 
own clothes’ day and a cake sale. The 
children were very excited to be coming to 
school in their own clothes and talked about 
it all week. More reports of this will be in the 
newsletter next week. 
This week, I have been finding out what has 
been happening within the Nursery rooms. 
 
Miss Spinks 
Assistant Principal, Acting Head of Lower 
School. 

                        

 Pupil voice: 
Ruben – ‘I learnt that you should never play with matches or lighters as they 
can be dangerous.’ 
 
Isaac – ‘In an emergency you should call 999.’ 

 

 

 

Attendance 
Class of the week is  3B with 97.3%.  
We encourage all children to make sure they 
Remember to ‘COME TO SCHOOL!’ everyday. 
Our aim is for attendance of 96% or above. 

95% 

 

Dear Parents/Carers and Pupils 
 
This week, the pupils in Lower School 
enjoyed visits from Reverend Bruce Watson 
and the Kent Fire and Rescue Service.  
On Monday, Reverend Bruce Watson led the 
collective worship with an introduction to 
Anti-Bullying Week.  
During the visit from the Fire and Rescue 
Service, the pupils learnt about the dangers 
of matches, candles and lighters as well as 
what they should do in the event of a fire. All 
pupils practised shouting ‘FIRE! FIRE!’ and 
reflected on why this was the most effective 
way to warn others of a fire. During the visit, 
pupils learnt that if their clothes caught on 
fire they must ‘stop, drop and roll’ in order 
to extinguish the flames. Many pupils were 
surprised to learn that the fire brigade not 
only helped to put out fires but also install 
fire alarms, rescue animals and help those 
who have been trapped by flood water. 
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Meet the teacher 
Miss Harrison – Nursery 
I have been teaching now for more years than I 
care to remember, many of them at the 
Academy and at its predecessor school. I have 
enjoyed teaching Nursery, Reception and years 
1 and 2. I do love the enthusiasm and thirst for 
learning young children have. Everything is so 
new and exciting! It’s a privilege to encourage 
the children with their learning and support 
them in becoming independent, positive 
learners. 
Books are something I love and sharing stories is 
one of my favourite activities. I am part of a 
drama group and I enjoy making stories come 
alive with puppets, props and different voices. I 
am currently rehearsing for a pantomime and 
there is something exciting about being on 
stage and entertaining others. I also belong to a 
local choir and we sing a wide variety of music 
to raise money for good causes in the Ashford 
area. 

Nursery News 
In the Babies Room this week it has been ‘Our Favourite Book’ week, the 
babies have brought in their favourite stories from home. One baby 
loves ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ so staff have made a Caterpillar and 
the babies are feeding the caterpillar food items a caterpillar eats. They 
have provided the babies with lots of sensory trays relating to the books, 
and are involving the colours of items within the book.  

 
In the Toddlers Room, it was Nursery Rhyming week. Toddlers have been 
learning a nursery rhyme each day, on Monday it was ‘Incy, Wincy 
Spider’, throughout the day there were exciting tasks like making paper 
spider webs. On Tuesday, the children learnt the rhyme ‘Miss Polly had a 
dolly’, again there was a tuff tray with babies, telephone, note pad, hat, 
bag. Children have also learnt Five current bun and iced biscuits 
representing a current bun. 
 
In the Pre-school Room they have been looking at some traditional fairy 
stories with 3 characters; “The 3 Little Pigs,” “The 3 Billy Goats Gruff” 
and “The 3 Bears”. They have been having great fun learning to tell 
stories using puppets, story trays and masks to become the characters. 
They have also built bridges, designed trolls and built new houses for the 
little pigs. 
 
The Nursery Team 
 

Pupils of the week 
A huge well done for our pupils of the week: 
4S – Hayden W - always putting so much effort in to all of his work. 
4H – Amir – trying really hard to learn his sounds, blend them and then read a new book. 
3B – Lola-Mae - being a kind friend and helping others. 
3S – Yusuf - trying really hard with his writing, writing a diary about being lost at sea. 
2R – Adarsh - fantastic work, finding totals using money. 
2J – Wazhma – great phonics and reading work. 
2S – Hibba – a great week, trying really hard to keep focused and finish her work on time. 
1S – Sahar - staying focused during all lessons, gaining more confidence to write independently. 
1F – Yaseen - starting to blend his words in English. 
RM – Nevaeh - joining in with class discussions and giving tasks 100% effort. 
RT - Ronnie - becoming more confident within class and completing some brilliant Maths work 

this week. 

 

A Message from the Chaplain 
 

What do you think of when you hear the word “King”? Is it perhaps the image 
of a king in a fairy tale in a land far away? Or perhaps a real-life Head of State 
in our own world? 
 
In the Church calendar, this week is the last week of the Church year before 
Advent next Sunday. It is known as Christ the King. The only crown Jesus wore 
was made of thorns for his crucifixion, but in various hymns he is described as 
king of glory, king of peace, king of kings and king of love. 
 
My favourite of those is based on Psalm 23: The king of love my shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never. I nothing lack if I am his, and he is mine forever. 

Mr Rich, Academy Chaplain, (Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org) 

Reading Cup 
The cup is awarded to the 
class with the highest 
percentage of children reading 
at home at least 3 times per 
week. This week’s winners are 
3S with 95%. 

                       


