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Reading Cup and the class with the highest 
percentage of children reading regularly at 
home win the trophy. Please encourage your 
child to help their class win the trophy. 
 
This term, Lower School are starting on a 
new journey with the teaching of phonics. 
We have changed the scheme used within 
the school to Read, Write Inc and you will, 
no doubt, hear all about ‘Fred Frog’ if your 
child is in Years R, 1 or 2.  
 
Miss Spinks 
Assistant Principal, Acting Head of Lower 
School. 

              

 Pupil voice: 
When asked who was the children’s favourite author and why: 
“Michael Northrop – his books are so exciting.” – Liam, Year 4. 
 
“Jeff Kinny – I have so many and reads them over and over. They are great 
fun” – Agape, Year 4. 

 
 

 

Attendance 
Class of the week is  3B with 92.5%.  
We encourage all children to make sure they 
Remember to ‘COME TO SCHOOL!’ everyday. 
Our aim is for attendance of 96% or above. 

85.8% 

 
Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils, 
Reading is a huge focus within Lower School 
with the new library full of wonderful new 
books and our aim to have all children fully 
engaged and fluent in reading by the end of 
Lower School. Developing a love for books 
and reading takes the reader into a wealth 
of adventures and develops a child’s 
imagination, creativity and drive to learn. 
Learning to read is an important key to 
achieving within Education. 
 
All children take books home for reading on 
a daily basis and it is extremely beneficial for 
all children to read to an adult regularly. We 
ask parents to encourage your children to 
read to you and make reading a special time 
each day where you can talk about the 
books and events in the stories as well as 
hearing your child read the words.  
Each week the classes compete for the  
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Meet the team 
 

Mrs Cooper – Year 3 Teaching Assistant 
I have been at the Academy and predecessor 
school for 27 years.  I began working in a 
Reception Class in the mornings when my 
youngest daughter began school. This soon 
became all day, as I loved working with the 
children.  Over the years I have worked across 
all year groups, I really enjoy watching the 
children grow in confidence and seeing the 
reactions on their faces when they see or 
learn something new. 
I live in Ashford with my husband and 2 
daughters, we have a dog called Snoop, who 
keeps us busy wanting long walks and to play 
ball.  
At the weekend and in the holidays, I enjoy 
pottering in the garden, meeting with friends 
for tea and cake or a meal and going to the 
theatre or a concert. 

 

 

Pupils of the week 
A huge well done for our pupils of the week: 
4S – Ava - produced an excellent story map of a persuasive letter. 
4H – Isabelle and Laylah – brilliant assembly prefects, always reliable and eager to help. 
3B – Jimmy Gibbs – an amazing week and for working hard at his phonics and Maths. 
3S – Pamim - a well written newspaper report and showing a good attitude to learning. 
2R –Logan – great improvement in handwriting. 
2J – Aaliyah - writing an imaginative letter to the Tooth Fairy. 
2S – Amelia – always trying her best with everything she does. 
1S –Hamsa - always listening and doing excellent work this week especially Maths. 
1F – Anna - an amazing character description. 
RM –Kirpan - making links between different areas of learning. 
RT - Leilani - trying her best in all lessons and for having a positive attitude towards her 
learning. 
 

A Message from the Chaplain 
 
Next Thursday, 27th January, is Holocaust Memorial Day. It 
is a time to remember the murder of Jews and other 
groups during World War II as well as other more recent 
genocides particularly in Africa and Asia. 
 
Holocaust Memorial Day provides an opportunity to 
challenge the attitude and behaviour of prejudice, in order 
to build a better future together. The language of hatred 
must be challenged by us all. 
 
Loving God, help us to see everyone as equally precious. 
May love prevail over hate and good triumph over evil. 
Amen.  Mr Rich, Academy Chaplain 
(Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org) 

  “Roald Dahl – he came up with such amazing characters” – Priya, Year 4. 
 “Dav Pilkey – they have a sense of humour in them” – Alex, Year 4. 

Reading Cup 
The cup is awarded to the 
class with the highest 
percentage of children reading 
at home at least 3 times per 
week. This week’s winners are 
3S with 80%. 


