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We start with Reception and Year 1, with a 
detailed account from Mrs Finch. 
 
I hope you enjoy finding out about the fun 
we have in our school. 
 
Miss Spinks 
Assistant Principal, Acting Head of Lower 
School. 
              
 
 
 

 

 

Focus on year R 
This term in YR we have been looking at the topic 'Space'. 
The children have learnt that stars don't actually twinkle, and that they instead 
reflect the light. 
 
They also know what a meteor shower is and have been thinking carefully about 
what they'd need to take with them if they were an astronaut going into space.  
 
In Maths this term we have been looking at heavier and lighter objects. The children 
have explored weighing scales and have learnt how to level one out using cubes.  

 
The children have done extremely well with their 'Get Set' challenges on Tapestry.  

 

Attendance 
It has been a difficult week in terms of attendance with 
many children and staff out of school through illness. 
I hope to report much better results from next week. 

79% 

Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils, 
 

On Wednesday, I joined Year 1 for the 
early morning Reading Club. It was 
wonderful to see parents coming into 
school to read with their children, enjoy 
books and promote reading at school. 
Year 1 staff would love to see even more 
parents joining them each Wednesday. If 
parents/carers would like to join please 
speak to the class teachers. 
 
Over the next few weeks our newsletter 
will include reports from each year group 
so parents, carers and pupils can find out 
what is going on throughout Lower 
School.  
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Focus on Year 1 
In English, Year 1 have been exploring ‘Mr Gumpy’s Outing’ by John Burningham. We learnt to retell the story in our own 
words. Then, the children took their time to carefully plan their own story by changing the characters and the ending. We 
drew a story map that we followed throughout the week to write the beginning, the middle and the end of our story. The 
children worked really hard and produced some amazing extended writing! We are going to explore this topic further, by 
writing instructions on how to make a jam sandwich which the animals in the story ate on their picnic. 
In Maths, we have looked into adding and taking away within 20 by counting on. We also learnt how to use a number line 
when the numbers got too big to work the answers out in our heads. This week we have deepened our understanding of 
addition being commutative and different ways of writing our number sentences e.g. 3 =8 – 5. We will move on to place 
value within 50 and we will perform exciting experiments when we explore weight, volume, length and height. 
This term in Primary Roots we have created simple maps of our classroom and the school. We have looked at different kinds 
of maps and stated what they are used for. Next, we will be exploring biomes, specifically, the Arctic, rainforests and the 
oceans. We will focus on animals living in these places to link with our science topic. 
In science we are investigating animals this term. We have looked at how to look after pets and identified wild and not wild 
animals. We are going to learn about mammals, birds, amphibians, fish, omnivorous, herbivorous and carnivorous animals. In 
addition, we are going to name the senses that enable humans and other animals to be aware of the world around them 
through simple observations and we will use scientific language to communicate our ideas. 
We started our successful Bookworm Wednesday in Year 1, when parents are invited to read with their children in class 
every Wednesday from 8:30-8:45.  
‘I love it that my Mummy listens to me read at school. It is so much fun! I think it is awesome.’ – Willow 
‘I like the books I read to my Mummy.’ – Supriya 

 
                                                     

Meet the team 
Mrs Kiedrowicz – Year 3 TA 
I have been at the Academy for four years and enjoy all 
areas of the curriculum. I particularly enjoy how each day is 
different within the primary setting. 
I was born in Poland and have two children who speak 
English and Polish. At home, I enjoy baking, attending the 
gym and dancing. I am very interested in how people think 
and read many books on psychology. 

Pupils of the week 
A huge well done for our pupils of the week: 
4S – Katie - always trying her hardest and producing a good quality work in every lesson. 
4H – Soniya –working hard on recalling her times tables facts and participating more in class. 
3B – Reagan -fantastic descriptions in English and for always trying her best in every lesson. 
3S – Yusuf –trying really hard to write neatly and use good adjectives to describe a character. 
2R – Mohamad – fantastic work. 
2J – Scarlet – some great writing based on Horrid Henry. 
2S – Tylan – an amazing effort to write a detailed story. 
1S – Sonma - excellent listening and brilliant work. 
1F – Zehra - amazing Maths work. 
RM –Alvis – being a good friend and helping others. 
RT - Kairo - blending her sounds together to create short words and sentences. 

 

A Message from the Chaplain 
 

 
From Paul’s Letter to the Church in Corinth: 
 
“Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, 
love does not boast. Love is not self-seeking, love is 
not easily angered, love keeps no record of 
wrongs.”  
 
We are all invited to show love to those around us. Read 
the passage again and put your own name in place of 
the word love each time. It is quite challenging. 
Mr Rich, Academy Chaplain, 
(Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org) 

Reading Cup 
The cup is awarded to the 
class with the highest 
percentage of children reading 
at home at least 3 times per 
week. This week’s winners are 
3S with 79%.  


