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Poppie – I liked the fact that they made 
instruments out of materials you can find at 
home. 
This week I have been organising some 
exciting events for the children during term 4. 
We shall be having a visiting author and a 
number of different World Book Day events. 
We shall also be holding our parents’ evenings 
in March, in person. 
I was very pleased to have many staff back in 
Lower School after being off due to illness and 
I am sure the children were pleased to see 
their teachers back again. 
Miss Spinks 
Assistant Principal, Acting Head of Lower 
School. 
              
 
 
 

 

 

Focus on year 2 
 This term Year 2 have been using various stories about the Tooth Fairy to inspire their writing within English. We 
have practised brushing our teeth to help us when writing instructions, we have looked at images of the tooth fairy 
when writing descriptions and even designed what Fairyland might look like. In Maths, we have deepened our 
understating of division and continued to build our confidence when counting and recalling the 2-, 5- and 10-times 
table. The children have enjoyed sharing counters practically into equal group when dividing and they have begun to 
see the link between multiplication and division.  
In Science we have carried out a number of experiments to help us identify the key properties of different materials 
and discussed their suitability when designing our own houses. We have tested how flexible plastics are, tried to 
help Liza fix the hole in her bucket using a range of materials and tested to see which material best lets through 
light. Children have enjoyed developing their vocabulary and have learnt the meaning of words such as, transparent, 
translucent and opaque. 
In Primary Roots we have travelled through time and discovered how communication has advanced from the 
creation of the Royal Mail in 1516 to how we communicate today using the internet. 

 

Attendance 
It is great to see children back in school and our 
percentages rising towards their normal levels. I hope 
we return to the 90’s after the half-term break. 

86.3% 

 

Dear Parents/Carers and Pupils, 
On Monday the pupils in Year 4 were treated 
to a musical showcase: Kent Music’s Bach to 
the Future Roadshow. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed the experiences with 
many of them wanting to comment on the 
performance: 
Bayan – I liked listening to the music. Thank 
you for inviting them to the Academy. 
Alexa – The performances were great! 
Hollie – They told us all about the different 
families of instruments. 
Agape – I couldn’t believe some of the notes 
and sounds the instruments made. 
Alex – I liked the sound of the electric violin 
Nesma – I really want to learn to play the 
violin now! 
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Focus on Year 4        
Within Maths Year 4 have been working on building their skills within multiplication and division. They are now moving on to finding 
the area of 2D shapes. 
Within Guided Reading we are studying ‘The Midnight Fox’ by Betsy Byars.’ It is an exciting story of Tom, a town boy, who is horrified 
when his parents tell him he has to stay on Aunt Millie's farm while they are away. He finds country life every bit as strange and 
uncomfortable as he feared. But soon, he discovers a rare black fox with green eyes, living with her cubs in the forest. Suddenly, the 
summer is full of excitement. That is, until Uncle Fred decides to go after the fox ……. 
For our topic we have studied ‘The Tudors’.  We have looked at the timeline of the Tudor era, the Kings and Queens and the cr imes 
and punishments they had.  This has linked to our English work on persuasive writing and our book ‘The Executioner’s daughter’ by 
Jane Hardstaff – all to do with a young girl being the Executioner’s daughter and the role she has to play.  Our persuasion has been 
for her to have a better life than this. 
Within Science we are studying ‘Animals including humans’ and looked at the human digestive system and our teeth. 
The question in R.E. this term has been ‘What kind of world did Jesus want?’ and we have looked at how Jesus lived and how 
modern-day people follow this example. 
The children are learning to play the recorders in music and they are progressing well with this. 
We have been lucky enough to participate in swimming this term and the children really enjoy this.     

Pupils of the week 
A huge well done for our pupils of the week: 
4S – Liam - always working hard in every lesson and completing a good quality of work. 
4H – Ayuska –always working hard, presenting her work neatly and setting a good example. 
3B – Theo - trying really hard in every lesson, working well and for good manners. 
3S – Nithusha - a good effort on the tests this week and reading questions carefully. 
2R – Jaden - performing brilliantly in his latest maths assessment. 
2J – Marcin - a positive week in all areas including our assessments. 
2S – Kevin – fantastic effort in all assessments we have completed this week. 
1S – Sophie -writing clear instructions for making jam sandwiches using bossy verbs. 

1F – Vinny - being more confident in class. 
RM –Lexi- being more independent this week and showing good listening skills. 
RT – Daniel - has worked extremely hard and has moved up a Phonics group and since the 
start of the year his confidence has grown significantly. 

 

A Message from the Chaplain 
 

Although there will be many festivities in June to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee (70 years as Queen), including an 
extra Bank Holiday, it is actually 70 years this weekend since Queen Elizabeth II succeeded to the throne on February 6th 
1952 following the death of her father King George VI. 
 
Since then she has led this country showing her strength and wisdom. I share some words from her Christmas Day speech 
in 1975 as our reflection for this week: 
 
We are all different, but each of us has his or her own best to offer. If we do this well, it will also be good for our 
neighbours. If you throw a stone into a pool, the ripples go on spreading outwards. Our daily actions are like those ripples, 
each one makes a difference, even the smallest. It does matter therefore what each individual does each day. 
 

Mr Rich, Academy Chaplain, (Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org) 

Reading Cup 
The cup is awarded to the 
class with the highest 
percentage of children reading 
at home at least 3 times per 
week. This week’s winners are 
3S with 75%.  

Dates for your diaries:    Parents’ Evenings on 22nd and 24th March 2022. 
Term Dates for 2022/23 as published on the Academy website. 

https://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/1118/term-dates-downloadable-versions

