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Attendance 
Now that we are at the 
end of the dastardly cold 
and wet (hopefully) it’s 
time for everyone to 
really step up and make 
sure everyone is at 
school.  It is so important 
that everyone attends… 
all the time.  Let’s also 
beat Lower and Upper 
School in the big Grand 
Prix! 

 

Reports from Middle School… Year 8 
As the spring term draws to a close, I would like to thank all students, parents 
and carers for their support, understanding and patience during these last six 
weeks. We have introduced several new routines all designed to support and 
improve behaviour in the Academy. The pace of change has been rapid, but 
working as a team, I continue to be amazed at how well the Year 8 students 
have responded to this. Uniform standards amongst the year group are 
excellent. 
 
While attendance has dipped up and down throughout the academic year, it is 
now firmly on an upward trajectory. Our weekly attendance race continues to 
boost our expectations of students while injecting a healthy competitive spirit. 
 
I'm looking forward to continuing our positive work together throughout the 
final term. There is no doubt that the summer term will be just as busy as the 
spring term. Many exciting opportunities and challenges lie ahead, including 
Thorpe park, Year 8 Sports Day, and many more.   
 
Miss Samantha Manchester 
Leader of Year 8 

One of the things that we will be doing is having end of year 
assessments in the Sports Hall for English and Maths.  This is 
an important aspect of schooling that our young people need 
to get used to as they start to make their way through their 
Secondary education.  Even more importantly, Year 7 and 8 
have never sat formal tests, as Covid meant that they did not 
sit SATs at the end of Year 6.  We will be giving the children 
lots of support over the forthcoming weeks to prepare them 
for this next big step. 
 
In addition to the more formal part of education, we will also 
be looking at celebration.  We will be celebrating the end of 
Middle School for Year 8 on Wednesday 13th July at 6pm in the 
Theatre.  A time to celebrate and share the successes of our 
students.   
 
In addition to this, we have Sports Day, new Year 6 Transition 
(who can believe it’s that time of year already), Thorpe Park 
trips and various other celebratory events, Year 6 “A Week to 
Remember” and a few other surprises inbetween.  We are all 
looking forward to sharing the successes of 2021-2022. 
 
Ms Katie Walton 
Vice Principal – Head of Middle School 
kwalton@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 
 

Summer is on its way! 
 
We have all had such a busy term!  I always think Term 5 feels 
really short, even though the days get so much longer.  It has 
been lovely to see the sun start to appear more regularly, even 
if the rain does try to sneak back in. 
 
This term’s biggest success has been the Year 6 SATs.  We are 
so proud of Year 6, who approached their SATs with great 
maturity and wisdom.  I know that all the families of Year 6 
would like to pass on their praise to all of the children, and so 
would the staff.  As Mr Palmer would say, “Year 6, you’re 
amazing… show me!”  And so they did. 
 
In Year 7 and 8 we have all been focusing on our behaviour 
habits and working on making our community a more 
productive place to learn.  It is so important that everyone 
works hard to build our school community into a place where 
excellence is a commitment that we all undertake with 
integrity and honesty.  Working hard on our behaviour, making 
certain actions our habits, is what will make our young people 
some of the very best in the country. 
 
As we move into Term 6, there are lots of things to look 
forward to, and some new routines to conquer. 
 

http://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/
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Dates for the Diary 
 

Tuesday 5th July 
Years 8 and 9 Thorpe Park 
Trips (Year 7 Trip coming 
soon!) 
 

Thursday 7th July 2022 6-
7pm 
Year 6 Showcase 
 

Wednesday 13th July 6-
8:30pm 
Year 8 Presentation Evening  
 

Thursday 14th July 5:30-
7:30pm 
Year 6 Leavers’ Party  
 

Monday 18th July 2022 
Middle school Sports Day       
 
Term Dates 2022-23 
Click here 
 

 Reports from Middle School … Years 5 and 6 
Term 5 in Year 5 has been an exciting one, further focus on the maths and 
English curriculum has kept the brains on track in their preparation for Year 6, 
just one term away now.  
 
The hard work has resulted in an exhibition of their written work to parents, 
carers and their future Year 6 adults - all of which were mightily impressed. In 
Year 6 has recently seen 4 years of Key Stage 2 learning accumulate in the Year 
6 SATs assessments. 100% attendance through the week and all children gave 
each tests their best shot and the Year 6 staff team were  
very proud of all children. Then, just when they thought  
the hard was over, they have been hit a focus on their  
writing in preparation for moderation early next term.  
- once again they have all stepped up and the 
 improvement deserves credit across the cohort.  
 
Mr David Palmer 
Leader of Years 5 and 6 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from the Chaplain 
 
We have had some celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and over the coming days there will be many 
more. Queen Elizabeth II has given 70 years of remarkable service and as Andrew Marr, the political 
commentator, wrote for her 60 Year Diamond Jubilee, “There are no reliable recorded incidents of the Queen 
losing her temper, using bad language or refusing to carry out  a duty expected of her”. 
 
And the Queen herself said, in her 1975 Christmas message, “What exactly is meant by loving ourselves? I 
believe it means trying to make the most of the abilities  we have been given. It is a matter of making the best of 
ourselves, not just doing the best for ourselves.”  
 
Mr Ian Rich 
Academy Chaplain irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 
 

Reports from Middle School … Year 7 
The Year 7 students have been amazing recently with pupils smashing the 
rewards! On the whole both year groups have been fantastic with the new 
procedures and for having their stationary with them each day.  
 
In recognition of this those nominated by the Middle School team and tutors 
will be having afternoon tea with the Principal on the last day of term. In 
addition, reward vouchers and chocolate will also be given out for many 
varying awards.  
 
Unfortunately, the planned Y7 French trip is unable to go ahead (knock effect 
of Covid), but the good news is the Y7 will also be offered the opportunity to go 
to Thorpe park (which is also planned for the Y8 pupils). 
 
Next term will see the return of sports day, so get training during your holidays 
Year 7!!!! 
 
Mr Jamie Tandy 
Leader of Year 7 
 

 

 

https://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/1118/term-dates-downloadable-versions
https://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/1118/term-dates-downloadable-versions
mailto:irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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  Reports from Middle School … Year 7 Tutors 

7MHL (Mrs Hill) 
It's hard to believe that we are moving into the final term of Year 7-I am honoured to have such a wonderful Tutor 
Group!  To mention but a few, Nana Baidoo for Integrity and being caring and considerate to all of our community. 
Lloyd Boulden for being so helpful in every tutor time and Mia Cazzatto for being the most positive student who 
lights up our room twice every day with her smile! 
7ABA (Mr Bahcaci) 
7ABA have been amazing this term, with thousands of achievement points given from various teachers, from 
different subjects. All I can say is thank you to them all, I can't wait to see what next term brings! 
7ARO (Miss Ross - Covered by Miss Shaw in Term 5) 
7ARO are the best Tutor Group - there isn't really a competition. They are amazing students! Each and every one of 
them! It has been a pleasure being their tutor this term:)  
7LWA (Miss Wallace) 
7LWA have been working incredibly hard to become productive and successful members of the school community! 
Whether this is in lessons or with their friends, all students are continuing to demonstrate the LIGHT values and 
meet the new sky rocketing expectations set out by the school. Well done 7LWA!! 
7MBE (Mrs Beardsley) 
7MBD has done so well this term - we have the best tutor group.  The students are coping well with the day to day 
challenges that arise and are learning the lesson of communication if there are any issues - this is so important!   
They have matured so much in such a short space of time - they are gearing up for summer break and know that rest 
and reflection will place them in good stead for their brand new start in Year 8.  Very proud of you, 7MBD ���� 
7JVE (Miss Veness) 
Form successes - 1st to arrive to assembly every week. 
Love - Liam Collins has supported Kaleb Weston in the transition into 7JVE and I am really proud of the both of them 
for how they are working together to support Kaleb settling in.  
7CPU (Miss Purnell aka Mrs Obbard) 
This year is my first year having a tutor group and they haven’t disappointed; they have been a lovely group to see 
twice a day and I shall miss them while on maternity leave, can’t wait to see them in year 8! 
7LGI (Miss Gill) 
It has been another outstanding term from 7LGI who have been consistently positive, committed and caring 
members of our school community. A highlight for this term has been their impressive singing after a successful 
guess at the morning heardle! 
7AHA (Formerly known as 7KAO) (Miss Hambrook) 
It’s been quite a journey, taking over Mrs Owen’s tutor group, but they have been brilliant. One moment in 
particular, was how well they practiced the coming into lesson routine! 
7ERO (Mrs Rouse) 
What can I say, 7ERo are my heroes - they manage to put a smile on my face everyday. They work as a team and 
always try their best: Superstars.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Electra Donnachie 
Surrealism  
“Apple of My Eye” 
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  Reports from Middle School … Year 8 Tutors 

8KVA (Miss Varney) 
Kaysha has swooped in to help a primary student, caring for others younger than her. Generally, 8KVA tutees have 
been supporting each other with ensuring their uniform is smart in the morning and will hold each other 
accountable to wear their blazers and follow the new routines. Sabri has encouraged his peers to get more involved 
in sports at break and lunch times. 
8MMC (Miss Muchena) 
I would like to acknowledge how quite often my form are well dressed and presentable when coming to school.  
During morning tutor I have some brilliant 'wordle' wizards ( Tom Bailiss), exceptional quizzers (Tyler Apps) and 
pupils who are always willing to participate in every tutor session ( Tommy Rhodes, Lauren Crumbie, Vinny-Lee 
Cousins).  Mia Connolly and Tyler Ramsden are always willing to stay behind and tidy the classroom.   
8SRO (Mrs Roberts) 
In 8SRO we have worked really well as a team this term, supporting each other, especially when practising new 
routines.  We are proud to be looking very smart in our uniforms and being fully equipped for learning in our 
lessons.  Tutees with 100% attendance this term are Ava C, Aleks, Summer, Jessica, Divya, Mihail and Rhys R.  Some 
of us are excited to be attending an afternoon tea with Mr McBeath for winning awards.  Jessica, Aleks, Divya and 
Elena won the tutor awards this term and Divya was awarded ‘pupil with the best attitude’ in Year 8.  We are looking 
forward to the half-term break and wish everyone a restful week and happy Jubilee. 
8PWA (Mr Warburton)  
8PWA have made good progress in attendance and have been fully equipped and smart every day this term.  8PWA 
has also benefitted from the sky rocketing expectations and dedication of Miss Murray .  
8KMO (Mr Morris) 
Students in 8KMO have been working really hard to improve in confidence and to learn our new habits and routines.  
Some have particularly been involved in the X Drive Dance group, and others have been taking part in extra clubs 
such as boxing and skateboarding.   
8DKE (Mr Kennedy) 
Tutor group 8DKE are forming a great bond with each other.   We enjoy lively debates on Mondays in the Big 
Debate, with pupils becoming increasingly confident in articulating their opinions powerfully and respectfully, both 
for and against!  The group have also raised their game on uniform and equipment and following school routines on 
entry and exit from classrooms and moving around the Academy.  All in all 8DKE are doing well and increasingly 
eager to learn and develop and make themselves even better. 
8CSM (Mr Smith) 
It has been an eventful term for my tutor group, battling absence and trials but they have still maintained a positive 
atmosphere and the majority go out into their school day with a smile. Some of my tutor group have had successes 
with being in lessons and achieving and others have shown great maturity in dealing with their peers. It has been 
wonderful to see them continue to mature and grow. 
8LDA (Miss Dadswell) 
8LDA have had a great term, we have been working hard on our new routines and being kind to one another. 
Everyone has had their own successes this term, whether it be settling into a new school or remembering to bring a 
pen to school every day, each one of us has grown and developed over these last 6 weeks. I look forward to 
spending the summer term getting excited about starting GCSEs!   
8KMK (Mrs McKie) 
My form has been amazing this term (as always).  They have embraced the new routines without issue and have 
actively been supporting each other throughout the academy.   
8JWI (Formerly known as 8SMA) (Mr Wicking) 
A big well done to 8SMA for improving their attendance from 90% to 92% last term. Before Xmas they were on 86% 
but the tutor group have been working hard together to ensure everyone is in the academy taking attendance 
seriously with our weekly challenges 
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  Reports from Middle School … Year 5 and 6 Teachers 

 
6DPA (Mr Palmer) 
In 6DPA, there has been a huge focus on learning new behaviour routines. Efficiency in entering a lesson has 
allowed for a calm, focused and ready to learn attitude as well as thinking about how we walk between classrooms - 
this provided us with the skills that will help us to be better prepared for Year 7 when transitions between subjects 
and classrooms. Attendance has been very good once again averaging above 95% - top 3 in the whole Academy and 
last but not least there was the Year 6 SATs assessments - they were all sent off with the instruction of 'Do your 
best!' - as long as this was listened to, I am one proud class tutor! 
 
6LTR (Miss Tray) 
Wow, what a term it has been! 6LTR have been absolutely amazing and have showed great perseverance, resilience 
and drive as they tackled their SATs in May. We have been blown away by how mature they have been and we are 
proud of each and every one of them. We are very impressed with how the pupils have continued to tackle their 
writing – even if they do moan that their hands hurt because they’ve been doing so much! Year 6 have really 
enjoyed Sports Fest this term as it gave them an opportunity to show off their new cricket skills and have bowl-ed 
over the PE department with their conduct. 6LTR are really looking forward to all of the exciting things that Term 6 
will bring and we can’t wait to share everything that we have planned. We hope that you have a lovely break! 
 
5CRA (Miss Race)  
5CRA have been busy this term. We have looking at many global issues,  
such as: the plight migrants and refugees face, mental health week and  
how being responsible is aspirational. Congratulations to Tyler and Nayan  
on this terms’ LIGHT value nominations, very well deserved! 
 
5EDO (Miss Dolley) 
Year 5 have had the most wonderful term with many successes, singing,  
sports and most recently our English/Arts exhibition! An incredibly proud 
 moment for all, the students were dedicated to their work and put on a  
beautiful show!  
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Middle School … Subject Reports 
ENGLISH 
Year 5:  
Year 5 have continued to improve their writing and reading skills this term as they worked through their unit 
using ‘The Arrival’ by Shaun Tan as their primary stimulus. They have engaged variety of different writing 
tasks, both imaginative and factual, and continue to make great progress. They also put on a superb 
exhibition this term showcase their wonderful work and beautiful postcards to migrants.  Keep it up Year 5! 
Year 6:  
During Term 5, year 6 had used a true story to inspire a variety of genres of writing. ‘Shackleton’s Journey’ by 
William Gill has been used to inspire some fantastic setting descriptions along with the use of a wide range 
of varying emotions, some detailed recounts, where the children took the role of Shackleton and, more 
recently, a biography of his life, which the drafted, edited and then presented over a double page spread. 
Freddie P commented, “I really enjoyed learning about how Ernest Shackleton failed in many quests, but his 
story of determination and resilience shows that you should never give up. I really enjoyed writing his 
biography and I was very proud of my finished piece of work.” Next term, they will be casting their eyes in 
the future, looking at developing the skills they will use when they enter Year 7.  
Year 7:  
So far this year, Year 7 have travelled from Ancient Greece to Shakespearean England to the trenches of the 
First World War. From creative writing to analytical paragraphs to letters of complaint, year 7 have 
continually worked on perfecting their skills as writers and have left their teachers blown away with their 
attitude! This term, year 7 turned their attention to poetry, looking at a series of poems focusing on a variety 
of societal issues, from the glorification of war in the 20th century to prejudice in the 21st century. They will 
be continuing this next term, looking at further issues such as more modern conflict that still affect society 
today. The work and topics that they have covered this time specifically relate to the GCSE curriculum, so 
their future selves will be thanking their Year 7 selves for all the hard work they have done now! 
Year 8: 
This term, Year 8 have continued to looking at the infamous J.B. Priestley play ‘An Inspector Calls’, exploring 
its central themes and messages for society. They have considered how it promotes social responsibility and 
how that is important to our own society today, as well as consider how far society has progressed in terms 
of prejudice and injustice. Next term, Year 8 will be moving onto a Transactional Writing Unit, where they 
will be perfecting their skills in writing non-fiction, from letters to speeches to articles! They will be using the 
fantastic discussions that have occurred this term to inform their writing, helping foster the culture we 
envision of kindness and tolerance.  
 
ART 
 

 
 
Piper Grant-Ross 
Surrealism “Apple of My Eye” 

HISTORY 
Year 5 have been studying the Egyptians, complete with them exploring 
a ‘tomb’ made by Miss Powney out of sheets and a tent.  
Year 6 have started their enquiry on Vikings and the impact they had on 
Britain. 
Year 7 finished their enquiry about the changes in Public Health through 
time – talking about toilets! Students have now started studying the 
Renaissance and the Reformation and how Europe changed.  
Year 8 have started their enquiry on World War One; the causes of the 
war and the experiences that the soldiers from around the 
Commonwealth had in fighting for Britain. 
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SPORT 
 
This week the Year 5 and 6 football academies played some fixtures against Finberry Primary School. 
 
Their first outing as a professional outfit saw them wear the wonderful new Academy kit provided by sponsor 
Ridgecrest. 
 
Across the 3 matches played the scores were 0-0, 0-1 to Finberry and then a 3-1 victory for the mighty John 
Wallis. The attitude and enjoyment of the players was amazing and having chance to represent the academy 
was clearly a joy. To have 24 players available is an impressive feat in itself. 
 
Notable performance came from Malik Ebeny (6T) showing excellent control under pressure to score and set 
up another was superb. Harry Gregory (6P) had an all-round captain's performance in 2 games keeping his 
team calm and composed in defence and dealing with whatever the opposition attempted. 
 
A big thank you Coach Tim and the Year 9 Leaders for their support in getting the games played. 
 
Mr Chris Nicholas 
Director of Sport 
 

RE 
 
Middle School RE has been a great 
place to be in the last term! Year 8 
have been questioning what 
happens when we die and is there a 
meaning to life. Year 7 have been 
exploring Buddhism and had great 
fun learning about mediation and 
how that can lead to enlightenment. 
Year 6 have been questioning 
whether or not we should sell off 
religious buildings in order to feed 
the starving and year 5 have spent 
this term exploring Judaism.  
We are really excited for next term 
and finding out more about the 
world around us and the different 
beliefs people have.  
 
Miss Louise Dadswell 
Middle School RE 
 

We wish you all a very relaxing half term – have fun, 
stay safe and make sure you read every day. 
The Middle School Team 

Middle School … Subject Reports 


