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EDULINK 
Did you know that Edulink has lots of 
information about your child?  In the “Linked 
Documents” you can access the “Data Point” 
from the end of Term 2.  This data will give you 
a good indication of how your child is making 
progress through Middle School.  Do ask if you 
would like a further conversation. 

Attendance 

 
 
 
 
It is always tough returning after a break.  The 
National average for attendance is 88.6%, so as 
Middle School we are still rising above the 
challenge!   
The competition has restarted (after 7ARO’s 
magnificent win last term) for the Grand Prix… 
so everyone needs to get their engines fired up! 
Remember what Mr Palmer always says… 
“COME TO SCHOOL!!!” 

New Year, New Start 
I have always loved a new year (for me that 
has also always meant a brand new 
planner… I do love a good planner!), a 
chance to look back and reflect, then move 
on and start something new, or make a 
difference.  I also love to come up with a 
“Word of the Year” – a word which will stay 
with me all year, and make me remember 
what I felt at the start.  Last year I chose 
“Fearless” which seemed fitting for 
everything as we waded through 2021 and 
yet started something new at the Academy.  
This year, I choose “Balance”. Time to find 
the happy mediums, reflect on the 
initiatives that we have put into place and 
develop new beginnings with our 
curriculum and the educational offer that 
we deliver to our young people. 
However, “Balance” is also meant for me,   
  

and the things that I do for me, as a Mum to 
three children.  So this year “Balance” means 
that I will read more, sew more… and focus on 
fitness, so back to “Beginners 2 Runners” and 
the cold, wet Ashford air on dark January 
evenings! 
In T3 (Today, Tomorrow, Together), our 
Behaviour and Engagement Programme that we 
run in Tutor times, we are going to ask the 
children this term to focus on things that they 
could do differently, to make a difference: 
Choose three subjects and aim to improve their 
effort grades; focus on their attitude in 
classrooms; be kinder to others.  It doesn’t 
matter what the goal is, the resolution, it’s the 
thought process which is the most important.  
It’s the taking part that counts.  
 
Ms Katie Walton 
Vice Principal – Head of Middle School 
kwalton@thejohnwallisacademy.org 

 
  CLUBS, CLUBS, CLUBS 

This week the new club rota is up and running, and it looks like 
it will be an exciting term for Middle School.  There are so 
many clubs to choose from, that pupil scan be involved in 
something every night.  Please do encourage your children to 
look at the club sheet and attend at least one club this term. 
Clubs are advertised each day on the “Daily Sway” that is 
released each day in Tutor time.  Pupil should talk to their 
Tutor to find out what is on offer.  

 

http://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/


 

 

Have you found us on Social Media? 
 

  The John Wallis Church of England Academy Page      tjwa_ashford    @TJWA_Ashford 
 

Friday 14th January 2022 

  

Dates for the Diary 
 
End of Term 3 
Friday 11th February 2022 
 
Start of Term 4 
Monday 21st February 2022 
 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 3rd March 2022 
 
Fasculty of Arts Showcase 
Wednesday 30th March 2022  
 
Years 5 and 6 Parents’ Evenings 
Tuesday 22nd March 2022 
Thursday 24th March 2022 
 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 5th May 2022 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meet the Middle School Team…    
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The Middle School Team has changed over the past  
two terms, so it is worth introducing you to the  
people who are overseeing your child’s progress and pastoral 
care. 
 
The Leader of Year 8 is now Miss Manchester.  Miss Manchester 
has been at the Academy for over ten years, and has a wide 
range of experience working across many year groups, not only 
as a previous Year Leader, but also as Head of Girls PE. 
 
The Leader of Year 7 is now Mr Tandy.  Mr Tandy has been at 
the Academy for 21 years and has a wealth of experience not 
only teaching PE and working as Deputy Director of Sport and 
Head of Boy’s PE, but also as a Year Leader in previous years. 
(We do think many of you may remember him as their own PE 
teacher!). 
 
This new team in Years 7 and 8 will also work in tandem with 
each other, and although assigned to each year group, will work 
as a team to pick up issues and ensure that the wraparound 
care that is so important happens on a daily basis.   
 
In addition to these two members of staff, we also have  
Mr Palmer working as Leader of Years 5 and 6.  Mr Palmer 
ensures that we are all focusing on attendance (mainly so that 
we don’t let him win!) and provides a stable and strong base for 
our children in Middle School. 
 
Mr Rich, our Chaplain, is also now working specifically with 
Middle School, to ensure that the support and care that you 
would expect is provided for all of our young people, and our 
families.   
 
Middle School is a great place to be! 
 

 

A BIG Thank you 
Last term, we said goodbye to Mrs Sandhu, the Leader of Year 8.  Mrs Sandhu had made the decsion to go back home nearer 
family and so left the Academy at the end of last term.  We wish her every sucecss in her new job. 
Mr Lound, the Leader of Year 7, also decided to step down from his position and focus on his role as a Maths teacher.  I would like 
to thank him for his work with the year group in the first two terms. 

 
 
 
 

 

A Message from the Chaplain 
The Diocese of Canterbury, one of our Academy sponsors, has launched an initiative for 2022 called A Year 
Of Living Generously. They pose the question, “What might happen if, for a whole year, we made a point of 
noticing what we do and what we choose, and asking ourselves: How generous am I being? Could it change 
our lives?”  A Year Of Living Generously is not just about money. It’s about how we react when someone asks 
a favour. It’s about seeing life as a gift. It’s about taking time to listen properly. It’s about seeking the beauty 
in people we find difficult. 
Could you make a difference with one generous habit in the way you speak, the way you listen or what you 
do with your time. 
Mr Rich, Academy Lay Chaplain Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
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