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Tutor and Parents’ Evenings 
 
Year 7 Virtual Tutor Evening: 
Tuesday 11th January 2022  3.30pm – 7.30pm 
Please click here for further details 
 
Year 8 Virtual Parents Evening: 
Thursday 3rd March 2022 

Attendance 

 
 
 
Middle School wins!!!!  At the time  
of writing this, although attendance  
has taken a slight dip this week for everyone, 
Middle School have beaten both Lower and 
Upper to be the highest attenders.  Well done 
everyone – I know this last term has been tough 
with various germs and bugs doing the rounds, 
as well as Covid rearing its head in many homes.  
Stay safe over the break everyone. 

It’s Christ…maaaassss!! 
The end of term is always a strange time of 
year.  We all spend so much time together, 
learning, developing, following rules and 
structures, that as we face the possibility of 
some freedom and time for different plans, 
it always feels a little unsettling.  This week 
the pupils have been enjoying Christmas 
festivities across the Academy, from 
quizzes and applications to be Santa’s next 
Christmas Elf, to an extra Panto for Year’s 5 
and 6, and Christmas Dinner for everyone 
on Tuesday.  I enjoyed Christmas Dinner 
day.. not just for Nourish’s splendid feast, 
but for the joy that a Christmas cracker can 
give to a child of any age. 
In all honesty, I’m writing this following my 
appearance on BBC South East’s news on 
Thursday evening. We were lucky enough 
to have the very wonderful Rose Ayling-Ellis  

(star of Eastenders and more recently a finalist 
in Strictly Come Dancing).  Rose was always the 
epitome of The John Wallis Academy values – 
caring, full of determination, genuine, honest.  
She is such a great role model for our pupils 
(and adults!) and teaches us that no matter the 
adversity that there is always a dream to follow, 
an ambition to believe.   
Belief is such an important value.  As we all head 
off to Christmas, whatever that may look like in 
our houses, our belief in each other, our 
community, and in magic, has to stay alive.  As 
you all enjoy a well-earned break, remember to 
look after each other, to be kind and thoughtful.  
Remember that Christmas is a time for everyone 
to think about family and friendship, but also to 
stop and look at ourselves and find our inner 
belief.  A belief in the true power of Christmas. 
Ms Katie Walton 
Vice Principal – Head of Middle School 
kwalton@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 
 

 

 

Time to Shine 
Talking about our ex-pupil Rose 
Ayling-Ellis made me think 
about the many talents of our 
current young people.  As we 
head into the New Year, don’t 
forget to think about those 
new year resolutions.  What 
needs to change as we head 
into 2022? 

http://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/
https://johnwallis.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Virtual-Year-7-Tutor-Evening-11.1.2022-School-Cloud-Booking-System-and-Video-Call.pdf?t=1638446853https://tjwa-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pphillips_thejohnwallisacademy_org/Documents/Weekly%20Update/Documents%20and%20links


 

 

Have you found us on Social Media? 
 

  The John Wallis Church of England Academy Page      tjwa_ashford    @TJWA_Ashford 
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Return to School 
in January 
The Government recently 
announced that all  
secondary pupils from Year 7 
and above are to be offered an 
on-site lateral flow test (LFT) 
upon return to school in 
January 2022. Please see the 
dates/times pupils are to 
return to school.   
Return Wednesday 5th January 
Year 7 8.30am 
Year 8 11.35am 
Year 9 1.25pm 
 
Return Thursday 6th Janaury  
Year 10 8.30am 
Year 11 10.45am 
Sixth Form 1.25pm 
 
 

      
      

     
     
     

  
 
 
 

     
     

     
   

 
 
 
 
 

 

Meet the Team…   Time for the Tutors                              
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Miss Wood Associate Tutor 8LDA 
This is my second year at the Academy.  I joined the academy as a 
SEN Learning Mentor after finishing my degree in SEN at CCCU.  This 
year I started my new chapter as a humanities teacher and absolutely 
LOVE IT! 
When I am not at the Academy I enjoy spending time with my son 
and our fluffy family dog Ted.  I love anything Disney and think Disney 
should be part of the curriculum (Don’t think Mr McBeath would 
agree, but I’m working on it) 
nwood@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 
Mr Osborn Associate Tutor 8MMU 
I have been a teacher of Maths for 17 years, previously I was a 
Finance Director of a London based financial company.  I have a 
degree in Mathematics and European Economy.  When I was 
younger, I played professional football but I now stick to golf, cricket, 
cycling and tennis.  As Assistant Principal for Curriculum and 
Assessment, I organise everything pupils are going to be taught in 
their time at school, and also how we are going to assess pupils to 
make sure they are understanding everything that they are taught. 
losborn@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 
 
Dr Semple Associate Tutor 7MBD 
I am Associate Tutor for 7MBD and work closely with Miss Beardsley 
to support our tutor group. I have been teaching at the Academy 
since 2013 and am now also Director of Science. As many of my 
colleagues have noted it is the time spent with pupils teaching and 
helping them to develop that is the most rewarding aspect of being 
part of The John Wallis Academy community. 
rsemple@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 

Reports  
This week you will be able to view your child’s progress and attainment so far this year via Edulink. 
Reports will no longer be posted to parents but are available on Edulink.  These can be found under the ‘Linked Documents’ 
section.  If you need assistance accessing Edulink, please contact the Academy by emailing  
office@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 

 
 
 

 

A Message from the Chaplain 
While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, Mary gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid 
him in a manger because there was no room for them to stay in the inn.     Luke Chapter 2 
A friend sent me this recently: Mary and Joseph couldn’t make a conference call in Bethlehem as there was 
no Zoom at the inn.   Another friend sent me this: Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if there is room for 
Jesus. 
I wish you a blessed, peace-filled and happy Christmas. 
Here is a link to services in our local churches this Christmas:  http://www.ashfordchurches.co.uk/christmas-
2021/     
Mr Rich, Academy Lay Chaplain Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 

“May you never be 
too old to search 

the skies on 
Christmas Eve.” 

Unknown 
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