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Attendance 
Wouldn’t it be great if that 
is what our attendance 
said?  If everyone 
attended?  Every day? 
The start of the next Grand 
Prix kicked off on Tuesday – 
an opportunity for 
everyone to “start again” 
and create their own high 
expectations. 

 

A Message from the Chaplain 
During Holy Week, the week before Easter, the Archbishop of Canterbury was in 
Ashford. You may have met him as he was out and about in town and at various 
events. I was lucky enough to hear him speak on four occasions during the week. 
One of the things that has stuck in my mind was a story he told of being asked 
whether he thought he was good enough to be Archbishop. His reply was that 
while sometimes he had self-doubt, he knows that God knows all about him and 
God thinks he is good enough for the task. Perhaps something we should 
remember for our own lives and the tasks we are faced with. 
 

There will be a service of Holy Communion in the Academy on Tuesday 26th April 
at 3.25pm. Please let Mr Rich know if you would like to attend. 
Mr Rich, Academy Chaplain, (Irich@thehjohnwallisacademy.org). 

because we care so much that we ensure that we always 
strive for the very best. 
 
Over the next two terms, we will stop the “Weekly Updates” 
and replace these with end of term Newsletters.  Since 
September, we very much hope that you have found these 
updates useful, but much of the important information that is 
needed is on the website.  I highly recommend using the 
website as your first port of call for relevant information and 
guidance.   
 
There are lots of events coming up in Term 6, so the Term 5 
Newsletter will signpost you to the many important events 
that we will be organising.  I always enjoy these last two 
terms – packed full of excitement as we head towards the 
end of the year.  I always loved them as a pupil myself, and so 
as a teacher I love that I get to organise the fun!  The Start of 
Something Special:  An opportunity to really push ourselves 
through the greatest adventure of life. 
 
Ms Katie Walton 
Vice Principal – Head of Middle School 
kwalton@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 
 

The Start of Something Special 
 
I sincerely hope that everyone had a wonderful Easter break 
– full of chocolate and sunshine.  Chocolate is such a 
dangerous treat isn’t it?  I find my willpower just disappears 
as I take the first bite!  My Easter was also full of sewing – I 
like to make sure that holidays are not only about good days 
out, but also about looking after myself.  For me, that means 
creating items of clothing that I can wear to work – I can 
almost feel different parts of my brain working. 
 
This term, as you will have seen from information that has 
been sent out, we are now working on skyrocketing our 
expectations in terms of behaviour.  In school, with so many 
children and adults, we have to make sure that we have a 
clear culture of high expectations.  Our job as educators, is 
not just to ensure excellent GCSE grades, but also to ensure 
genuine life skills, and these start with how we move about 
the school, arriving to lessons with purpose, starting our 
lessons with clear organisation and focus.   
 

These lessons in behaviour and culture, really ensure that we 
give the very best that we can do to all of our pupils.  It is  
 

 

 

New Staff 
Mrs Schwartz is our new Pupil Engagement Officer 
(PEO) in Middle School.  She is here to support with 
Attendance, Mental Health and general wellbeing, as 
well as providing advice for parents with our growing 
teens. Contact her in school. 
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