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  Things to do in Ashford over Half Term 
 

At Godinton House & Gardens, family workshops will run 
each morning Tuesday to Friday, 10 am until 12 noon.   
The Victoria Park Team will be running a series of FREE 

spooky creative workshops for little artists.  
Children's Activity Day at Singleton Environment Centre looks 

to be great fun! 
Join Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway for their End of 
Season Parade spectacular, on Saturday 23rd and Sunday 

24th October.   
Dress up and go along to Willesborough Windmill family 

event with tours of the SCARY Mill. 

                                                                 

“All our dreams can come true, if 
we have the courage to pursue 

them.”  
 

Walt Disney 
 

 

Attendance 
Attendance this week has taken a hit from various 
bugs and germs making their way through all of the 
Ashford schools.  Many schools across the UK have 
faced issues with attendance, and actually, as a 
community, we have done well.  We have kept 
going and faced the start of the year with battle 
armour!  Get some rest next week everyone – time 
for some recuperation. 

 

Give us a cheer! 
I’m so proud of everyone!  Children and adults 
alike, we have all got to the end of Term 1 and 
should be immensely proud. 
We started in September, eyes sparkling with 
excitement for the start of a brand-new school 
year (I’ve always loved the start of a school year 
being an early September birthday girl!), and then 
as Term 1 rolled forward, the hard work set in, 
and we learned new structures and routines.   
The new routines and structures have enabled us 
to develop new skills in our subjects, have 
reminded us that our handwriting needs a lot of 
work (our hands are all out of practice!), and most 
of all have seen many of us find a new resilience in 
getting up out of bed and into school. 
Last week’s assemblies with Mr Palmer also 
reminded us all why we get out of bed and “COME 
TO SCHOOL”… because at the end of the day, we 
all have dreams, and all want something better for 
ourselves.   
I have loved seeing Middle School pupils develop 

and grow this term.  There is something special 
about us all having the same tie, and we will be 
looking at what else we can do as a Middle School 
community to develop that sense of togetherness. 
As we head into half term, I’ve suggested some 
things to get involved with next week.  I’ve never 
really been one to “celebrate” Halloween, but there 
are so many activities happening across the town, 
that I think it may be tricky to ignore this year! 
What I will say, is remind the children to respect 
each other and those around them.  Remind them 
that we are a community, and that it is important to 
show kindness to everyone. 
I can see that next week could perhaps also develop 
into some high jinx that many of us would wish 
hadn’t happened afterwards.  Please do also 
encourage your children to stay off their phones 
and technology, get outside, and get some fresh air.  
Talk to them, make them sit and chat.  These 
moments vanish faster than we would like. 
Ms Katie Walton 
Vice Principal – Head of Middle School 
kwalton@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
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Have you found us on Social Media? 
 

  The John Wallis Church of England Academy Page      tjwa_ashford    @TJWA_Ashford 
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Meet the Team…   Time for the Tutors                              

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Help for Families 
Ashford Vineyard are offering a Family 
Food Bank and Warm Winter Clothing.   
Please click Ashford Vineyard – Family 
Food Bank and Warm Winter Clothing for 
further information. 
If any Academy families are in need of 
extra support, please contact Ms 
Chapman-Hailey on 01233 623465 or 
email cchapman-
hailey@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

 
 

 

What’s Coming Up? 
Monday 1st November is an Inset Day, pupils are not required 
to attend.   The first day of Term 2 for all pupils is Tuesday 2nd 
November. 

Mrs Grieves Year 5 Teaching Assistant 
Before becoming a TA, I worked for more than 12 years as a Carer. I 
joined TJWA during the pandemic. I find working with our SEN pupils 
very rewarding and love seeing their progress and the smiles on their 
faces. Family is very important to me and I enjoy walking in the Lake 
District during the holidays.  
mgrieve@thejohnwaallisacademy.org  
 
Mrs Rouse 7ERO 
This is my second year at the Academy and I love working alongside 
our wonderful pupils. Before working here, I worked in another local 
school for over 10 years. I am very busy out of school with 3 children 
that keep me on my toes. My eldest is 18 years old and my youngest 
who is only just two. My weekends are mostly spent at football 
games watching my children play. I also enjoy going for walks and 
exploring around the coast.  
erouse@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 
 
Mr Kennedy 9DKE 
For 25 years I worked in the finance industry in London as a tax 

advisor.  Then I decided it was time for a new challenge – so I joined 

the Academy as a maths teacher!  No regrets so far – it is a privilege 

to be able to work with our pupils.  

dkennedy@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

Covid Testing 
This is a reminder that during half term, pupils should continue to test for Covid 19 using their Lateral Flow Tests.  The results of 
the test should be reported to the Academy and the NHS website. 
 

Information regarding Covid Vaccinations for pupils aged between 12 -15 has been sent to parents/carers via Edulink earlier this 
week. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

A Message from the Chaplain 
What a pleasure it is to be part of the Academy. This week in the Lower School we celebrated Harvest and the 
generous food donations will be sent to Ashford Vineyard for them to distribute to those in need in our 
community. As I stood on the stairs in the Infinity Building recently I watched the pupils coming up to their 
various lessons and thought what a marvellous group of young people they are. 
 

It was a timely reminder of all that is good following the bad news of the murder of the MP last week. As a 
Thought today, I share some words from Archbishop Justin following that tragedy: 
 

“The only antidote to violence and hatred is love and unity. We must be the light that refuses to be cowed by 
darkness.”  
Mr Rich, Academy Lay Chaplain Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
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