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IT’S PANTO 
TIME!

 

 
Is there something that you would like to see in 

the Newsletter?  A topic you would like more 
information about, or a burning question you 

would like an answer to? Maybe you have 
something you would like to say? Please email 

kwalton@thejohnwallisacademy.org   
 
 

 

“One day you’ll look back and 
realise how hard it was, and just 

how well you did.” 
 

Charlie Mackesy 

 

Attendance 
Please do all make sure you are looking 
after yourselves – lots of extra vitamins!  
We all know these winter months are hard, 
and it’s important that we rest and look 
after ourselves.  Equally important is that 
everyone is still testing regularly – so stay 
safe, and let’s look after our community. 

On the way to 
Christmas! 
This week, we have started to see the briefest 
glimmer of Christmas as we head into the last 
few weeks of term.  Many of Middle School are 
taking part in preparing for the Carol Service, 
this year being held on Thursday 16th December 
at 6pm.  It is a stark reminder that this time last 
year, we were only a few days away from 
heading into the second Lockdown. I always feel 
like that was a parallel universe, but recent 
signs of Covid19 in the Ashford community 
remind us that it is still very much a prevalent 
thought. 
However, this year we are all having to look at 
Covid19 quite differently.  With many of us 
having now chosen to be vaccinated, and the 
onset of our children being also offered this 
opportunity, perhaps we need to all accept that 
the virus is now a part of our lives, and look at 
the positive side of what it has brought us.   

An opportunity to think more carefully about our 
actions and what attention we pay to those around 
us; more thought about hygiene and cleanliness; a 
development of how we as a community do pull 
together. 
As we head towards Christmas, we also need to 
think about those around us with less than 
ourselves.  This is such a strange time of year in 
many ways, and although this year I am glad to see 
the start of Christmas lights early (my Grinch has 
been locked away this year), I am also grateful for 
some of the simpler events:  The Carol Service, 
Pantomime, Christmas dinners, we must also 
remember that others are perhaps looking at this 
season with a sense of trepidation.  Let’s remember 
all of our community as we step into December. 
Personally, I’m just waiting for all the Christmas 
lights to start appearing – it makes all these dark 
nights seem so much better. 
 
Ms Katie Walton 
Vice Principal – Head of Middle School 
kwalton@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 
 

On Thursday 2nd December, 
223 Middle School Pupils 
will be going to The 
Marlowe Theatre to watch 
Jack and the Beanstalk.  A 
letter will be sent out via 
Edulink with more 
information about the day.  
Next year I’d like to take all 
of you!  Watch out for the 
next trip at Easter… I’ve got 
more plans! 

http://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/
mailto:kwalton@thejohnwallisacademy.org


 

 

Have you found us on Social Media? 
 

  The John Wallis Church of England Academy Page      tjwa_ashford    @TJWA_Ashford 
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Meet the Team…   Time for the Tutors                              
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Middle School Christmas 
Lunch: 
Tuesday 14th December 
 
Academy Carol Service: 
Thursday 16th December 
6.00pm 
 
Last day of term: 
Friday 17th December, early 
closure 2.15pm 
 
Year 7 Virtual Tutor Evening: 
Tuesday 11th January 
3.30pm – 7.30pm 
 

Mr Bean Associate Tutor 7JVA 
Hello, I am the Director of the Faculty of Arts.  This role brings 
together Music, Drama, Dance and the Visual Arts.  We will be 
showcasing the many talents of our students through concerts, 
performances and exhibitions throughout the year.  I am 
passionate about the benefits and opportunities that studying the 
arts can bring to pupils and students and how this can have a 
positive impact on their future.  I have a busy home life with four 
children and I enjoy running, painting & gardening 
mbean@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 

Miss Hawley Associate Tutor 7LWA 
This is my tenth year of working at the Academy, and since my time 
here started, I have undertaken a variety of roles - most recently 
having taken up the position of Director of Humanities.  I currently 
also teach RE, and enjoy the discussions and debates we have in 
class about a number of topics. 
In my spare time, I enjoy taking my boys to seemingly endless 
sports clubs, reading, long dog walks, shopping and watching West 
Ham - particularly this season! 
shawley@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 

Mr Ashington Associate Tutor 8KVA 
I am Mr Ashington, a teacher of Music. I earned a BAHons in Music 
Performance before furthering my academic studies completing a 
Masters Degree in Music Composition and Creative Audio, 
alongside working in music, wearing numerous hats in the industry.  
This is my first year at the Academy, and already the opportunities 
to collaborate with as well as educate students on the many joys of 
the music world have been incredible. It is important to me that I 
enjoy my work, and have the opportunity to display my passion for 
the subject, in the hope that my experience and energy can radiate 
through my teaching and inspire students for their futures. 
eashington@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 
 
 
 

Road Safety  
Please can parents remind their 
children to be vigilant when walking 
to and from school, particularly 
when crossing the roads as we have 
received a complaint from parents 
that children are not paying 
attention to the movement of 
vehicles near the Academy site. 
 

Carol Service – Thursday 16th December 
Many of Middle School are taking part in our annual Carol Service this year.  Even if your child is not taking part, this is 
a great opportunity to come and see the immense talents that we have at our school.  This is a real treat just before 
we break up.  This year, the Carol Service will need to be a ticket only event, so please keep your eyes peeled for 
information about when these will become available.   

 
 
 
 

 

A Message from the Chaplain 
This Sunday is Advent Sunday. We may have an Advent calendar at home that counts down to 
Christmas from December 1st but in the Church there are four Sundays of Advent. Advent is a 
time of waiting and getting ready, not just for our Christmas celebrations, but to remember Jesus’ 
birth and to reflect on our lives in preparation for a time when Christians believe Jesus will come 
again. 
 

On Monday 29th November at 3.25pm there will be a service of Holy Communion in the Chapel. 
Students and parents are welcome. If you would like to attend please e-mail me. 
Mr Rich, Academy Lay Chaplain Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
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