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Attendance 
In Middle School, we are 
aware of the effect the 
pandemic is having on 
attendance.  However, we 
will continually strive to 
achieve an attendance figure 
above the National average.  
We need a big push next 
week to get past this, and 
understand some of the 
difficulties that families are 
facing.  If you need any help, 
please speak with your 
child’s Form Tutor. 

Year 7 and 8 Girls’ Football Results  
Over the last three weeks the Year 7 & 8 girls’ football teams have 
participated in three mini tournaments with other schools in Kent as part of 
the Girls’ Football League. The girls have gone from strength to strength 
improving every single game both as individuals, and as a team. Their 
previous score lines are as follows: Wye 0 - TJWA 1; The North 0 - TJWA 9; 
Highworth 1 - TJWA 0; Lenham 0 - TJWA 2; Homewood 0 – TJWA 0.  

Their most recent tournament was Wednesday 26
th 

January where the girls 
travelled to The Towers School to play games against Towers and the Turner 
School. 
The first game against Towers (top of the league) went incredibly well with 
our girls scoring the opening goal. After a long and cold game the final score 
was 3-1 to TJWA with a hat-trick from Tyler Benjamin and an own goal from 
Charlotte Gammon to give Towers one lucky goal. 
The second game after a quick 5 minute pit-stop against the Turner School 
was more of a challenge with fatigue and the temperature playing its part. 
The girls got off to a slow start with Turner scoring the first goal within 10 
minutes of the game starting. This appeared to be the spark to ignite our 
team, pushing them to finish the game with a draw thanks to an equaliser 
from Molly Matthews. 
 

The reason we manage these things is because it 
becomes a daily or weekly activity, and so our brains 
allow for us to remember.  If we treated our every-
day lessons and learning in the same way, and 
repeated the things we have learnt in the school day 
at home, then maybe our ability to recall would stick 
around for a little longer. 
This week, Mr Rich reminded our Year 7 pupils about 
what it feels like to be proud of our achievements 
and accomplishments.  In 2015 and 2018, Mr Rich 
along with a group of our young people and some 
intrepid staff, headed out to Mexico and South 
Africa to build houses for families who were 
otherwise living under cardboard and corrugated 
iron.  Sometimes we all should look out further than 
Ashford and see what is happening elsewhere in the 
world.  The opportunities in front of us are often 
much greater than we realise, and learning is at the 
very centre of that:  The gem in amongst our 
everyday lives. 
Ms Katie Walton 
Vice Principal – Head of Middle School 
kwalton@thejohnwallisacademy.org 

 
 

Learning Power 
Learning is one of our most essential needs,  
one of the means for us to be able to develop 
our ambitions, or seek reward by improvement.  
Once we have all the basics – food, water, 
shelter – actually, if we embrace the learning 
journey, then our world truly opens. Mr 
Harding, Assistant Principal for Teaching and 
Learning, has led our assemblies this week, and 
has talked about the value of memory and 
recall.   
This is a skill that all of our pupils need to 
develop as they set out on their journey 
through education.  The greatest skill we can 
acquire is the ability to listen and hold 
information that we are given.  At some point, 
we call this “revision”, but as we head through 
life, this becomes an innate ability to remember 
because we have repeated and practiced.  Think 
about all the times you drive to the same 
supermarket, or the feeling of “auto pilot” when 
you end up at work on a Saturday quite 
unintentionally.   

http://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/


 

 

Have you found us on Social Media? 
 

  The John Wallis Church of England Academy Page      tjwa_ashford    @TJWA_Ashford 
 

Friday 28th January 2022 

  

Dates for the Diary 
End of Term 3 
Friday 11th February 2022 
 
Start of Term 4 
Monday 21st February 2022 
 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 3rd March 2022 
 
Years 5 and 6 Parents’ Evenings 
Tuesday 22nd March 2022 
Thursday 24th March 2022 
 
Faculty of Arts Showcase 
Wednesday 30th March 2022  
 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 5th May 2022 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reports from the Classroom…  8KVA 

This week, pupils in 8KVA have been learning about ‘The Woman in Black’ 
in English; circuits in Computer Science and China in Geography. One 
highlight was a really fun quiz in Computer Science. An accomplishment 
identified by two pupils involved finishing all of their lesson work on time 
and completing all Get Set tasks posted on Edulink. One pupil new to the 
Academy this term is looking forward to starting basketball club. There 
was also some excitement at the prospect of Skateboarding Club being 
restarted.  
Activities that pupils have undertaken in their own time have included 
fixing a bike, drawing and listening to music.  
Marcus, Tayte & Nicole-Anna have all been nominated for LIGHT awards 
for being kind and helpful. 
 

Reports from the Classroom… Year 5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thinking about the Future 
It’s time for Year 8 to start thinking about what is coming next.  Over the next few weeks, we will start discussing with 
Year 8 their options for the future and their step up into Upper School.  Miss Manchester and myself are having a 
discussion about what skills need to be developed, and are looking at how best to support Year 8 during the last half of 
Middle School.  This will involve many pupils being offered additional tuition outside of school, opportunities to try out 
different subjects before starting GCSEs in Year 9, and a Mentoring Programme with Benenden.  Exciting times ahead.   

 
 
 
 

 

A Message from the Chaplain 
 

Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, love does not boast. Love is not self-seeking, love 
is not easily angered, love keeps no record of wrongs.  
 
We are all invited to show love to those around us. Read the passage again and put your own 
name in place of the word love each time. It is quite challenging. 
 
Mr Rich, Academy Lay Chaplain Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 

Year 8 Options Evening 
This will take place in school 
on Thursday 24th February 
from 5.00pm-7:30pm.  It is 

an opportunity for pupils and 
parents to come and see 

what subjects will be 
available to study at GCSE. 

In Year 5 we have been studying Rainforests. 
Our Geography topic is all about the Amazon 
rainforest and in English we are writing 
letters to our Prime Minister to persuade him 
to increase his efforts to stop deforestation. 
This display is from our art work, we drew the 
outlines of a range of rainforest animals and 
plants, then we used a collage technique to 
fill them in including lots of bright colours just 
like the Rainforest. 
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