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Attendance 
It’s nearly the mid point of 
the year, and as I said 
above, time to take new 
opportunities.   
What was your attendance 
like this week?  
Was it above 95% 
Have you improved? Was it 
by 3%? 
Have you attended 5 days 
in a row? 
Lots of things to think 
about – can you do five 
days next week? 

Reports from the Classroom… Year 5 
Highlight of the Week - The best lesson this week for me was English 
because I feel that having a balanced argument really helps people to be 
open-minded and see both points of view. 
Our Learning – We have been doing lots of fraction word problems in our 
Maths this week – some of them have been very tricky!  
Clubs – I do sign language club and we are currently learning our names and 
how we can talk about the things that we like doing - Natayah 
Clubs – Going to football club is really good because it helps me to learn new 
tricks and skills and it is a good environment to be around - William 
 

LIGHT Value nominations:  

• I want to nominate Jamie because I was playing netball with him and 
I fell down. Jamie picked me up and made sure that I was ok. 

• I want to nominate Malik because lately he has been so helpful and 
generous to me. He lets me play with him and he helped me with my 
work.  

• I want to nominate Shahed as she has been really kind and caring. 
She saw one of my friends crying and made sure they were ok. I 
thought that was really thoughtful overall – she is just an amazing 
friend.  

 

We live in a particular town, and only see the 
mundane and ordinary.  But if we can just take 
a little step back, there is more to the ordinary 
than meets the eye.   
As we head towards the end of Term 3, and the 
middle of the year, it is perhaps time to 
reassess and look at how we can make a 
positive change and turn the year around.  In six 
months’ time, we will start a new school year, 
and be one step further forward.  We need to 
encourage our children to take a step back and 
look at what they have achieved.  Many will be 
able to name a few things, but I would imagine, 
many would also find that a difficult challenge.  
Opportunities everywhere, it’s just how far you 
open your eyes.  
 
Ms Katie Walton 
Vice Principal – Head of Middle School 
kwalton@thejohnwallisacademy.org 

 
 

 Ashford, Arts and 
Aspirations 
Have you ever taken a good look around 
Ashford?  We can often live in an area and 
not really look at it properly.  What we 
actually need to do is take off our “local” 
eyes and see it from the position of the 
“outsider”.  Ashford is full of great places, 
and in assemblies this week, Mr Bean 
(Director of the Arts) showed us how many 
spaces and places have a great emphasis on 
the arts in every aspect:  From the 
architects for the Outlet, to the Textile 
designers at the Stour Centre, creative arts 
at the cinemas, and the possibility of Netflix 
bringing TV Studios to the old railway sheds 
at the edge of Newtown.  In fact, 
everywhere we look are opportunities. 
It is these types of opportunities that we 
sometimes overlook:  The simple things.  

We live in a particular town, and only see 
the mundane and ordinary (I should 
know, I’m from Chatham originally).  
But if we can just take a little step 
back, there is more to the ordinary 
than meets the eye.   
 

http://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/


 

 

Have you found us on Social Media? 
 

  The John Wallis Church of England Academy Page      tjwa_ashford    @TJWA_Ashford 
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Dates for the Diary 
End of Term 3 
Friday 11th February 2022 
 

Start of Term 4 
Monday 21st February 2022 
 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 3rd March 2022 
 

Years 5 and 6 Parents’ Evenings 
Tuesday 22nd March 2022 
Thursday 24th March 2022 
 

Faculty of Arts Showcase 
Wednesday 30th March 2022  
 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 5th May 2022 
 
Term Dates 2022-23 
Click here 
 
 
 

 

 
Reports from the Classroom… 8DKE and 

7ERO 
 
Pupils in 8DKE an 7ERO would like to share their comments around their 
learning and events taking place in the Academy. 
 
Charlotte: I am enjoying my music lesson, I get to try out new 
instruments and listen to lots of different types of music. I like that my 
friends and I have a band and we are learning to play different 
instruments together. 
 
Tommy: I am proud of myself in English as I feel that my writing is 
improving. 
Josie: I have been doing art club and I love it, so much fun, plus it is 
helping me improve my drawing skills. 
Chanel: This school is the best and I would like to thank all the teachers. 
 
Courtney and Maddison have been improving their sentences and doing 
GCSE level work in English. 
Alesha has been enjoying maths this week because it is calm and relaxing 
and Gabriel really enjoyed doing rugby and volleyball in PE.   
Anora is intrigued by drama club.   
 
Courtney has nominated Marley for a LIGHT award because he is very 
kind and caring and Maddison wants to nominate Cherae because “she is 
the loveliest person in the world”! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Thinking about the Future 
It’s time for Year 8 to start thinking about what is coming next.  Over the next few weeks, we will start discussing with 
Year 8 their options for the future and their step up into Upper School.  Miss Manchester and myself are having a 
discussion about what skills need to be developed, and are looking at how best to support Year 8 during the last half of 
Middle School.  This will involve many pupils being offered additional tuition outside of school, opportunities to try out 
different subjects before starting GCSEs in Year 9, and a Mentoring Programme with Benenden.  Exciting times ahead.   

 
 
 

 

A Message from the Chaplain 
Although there will be many festivities in June to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee (70 years as Queen), 
including an extra Bank Holiday, it is actually 70 years this weekend since Queen Elizabeth II succeeded to 
the throne on February 6th 1952 following the death of her father King George VI.  Since then she has led 
this country showing her strength and wisdom. I share some words from her Christmas Day speech in 1975 
as our reflection for this week:  

“We are all different, but each of us has his or her own best to offer. If we do this well, it will also be good for 
our neighbours. If you throw a stone into a pool, the ripples go on spreading outwards. Our daily actions are 

like those ripples, each one makes a difference, even the smallest. It does matter therefore what each 

individual does each day.”   Mr Rich Academy chaplain irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 
 
Mr Rich, Academy Lay Chaplain Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 

https://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/1118/term-dates-downloadable-versions
https://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/1118/term-dates-downloadable-versions
mailto:Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org

