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Virtual Guest Speakers  
 
It was an absolute pleasure to see some of the creative pieces of work that pupils and students created during our 
first IGNITE day. From baking to making, sketching, drawing and building pupils and students across the Academy 
switched off their screens and engaged in a day of challenges and activities. 
 
Today, we are back online and continue to look for ways to improve the remote offer that pupils and students are 
receiving.  Following feedback from both teachers and parents, we have added a new notification on EduLink which 
we will be sending out. A small number of Secondary students have logged into lessons and then failed to engage in 
the learning or the lesson itself. Therefore, we have created ‘purple alerts’ which we will send to parents if teachers 
suspect that a student has logged into a lesson but is not engaging.  This is not a sanction; it is to inform you as 
parents about your child’s engagement in lessons.  
 
The last lockdown had a dramatic impact on children’s learning across the country. We are doing everything we 
possibly can to minimise lost learning and ensure every child continues to learn and grow in these difficult and 
challenging times.   
 
Finally, I am delighted to share the news that we have our first virtual guest speaker booked in for Wednesday 27th 
January.  Anyila Onuora, from Team GB, will be joining us via Teams to speak with Year 8 from 12.50 - 1.35pm and 
to Year 9 from 1.50 - 2.35pm (both of these sessions are also available to students in the Sixth Form). 
 
Have a wonderful weekend, 
 
Damian McBeath  

 

 

Virtual Guest Speaker #1 

Anyika ONUORA 
 
 

Anyika won a Bronze medal at the 2015  
World Championships in the 4 x 400m metres relay.   
 

She was part of the GB team in 2012  
for the London Olympics over the 100m and 200m.  
 

In 2016 she won an individual bronze in the 400 metres, and relay gold in the 4 x 400 metres relay at 
the European Championships.  

Followed by an Olympic bronze medal at the 2016 Rio Olympics in the 4 x 400m metres relay. 
 

Anyika boasts a personal best of 50.87 seconds for the 400m.  

She has an amazing story to tell as someone who has also battled malaria during her athletics career. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_European_Athletics_Championships
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_Summer_Olympics
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New Staff 
 
 

Mrs Katie Owen - SEND and COVID-19 

Catch up Teacher  
 

We are pleased to welcome Katie Owen to 
the Academy.  She is a highly experienced 
Primary teacher, having worked at Goat 
Lees in Ashford for the past seven years, 
and at a Medway school prior to 
that.  Katie has a background in teaching 
spanning Years 2-5, in both single and 
mixed year group classes as well as whole 
school leadership roles in Maths, Science 
and PE, she has joined us to support with 
Lower School SEN and Covid catch-up 
across English and Maths, as well as 
teaching iLearn.  Katie is also an avid yoga 
teacher, as well as having taught ESL in 
Cambodia.  She will also be working with 
our EAL students, and has started to 

develop the IGNITE programme.   
 

Alerts and Notifications 
 

This week we have been focusing on how to continue our support of 

parents/carers and students/pupils with online learning. 

To support parents/carers as we continue with online learning, we have 

decided on a three stage support process for everyone: 

1. For children who are attending lessons and participating.  This group 

of children all deserve a heartfelt “pat on the back”.  This is a huge 

effort, and shows that these children in particular are tied to seeing 

their progress and acknowledge the need to continue learning to 

improve their futures. 

2. For children who are attending lessons but not participating.  We 

appreciate that for parents/carers this is a difficulty.  When asked, 

children will sometimes bury their heads in the sand, and think that just 

being “online” is learning.  To support everyone here, and give our 

students a nudge in the right direction, staff will now enter a “purple 

alert” into Edulink if a child is online but not participating or 

working.  This alert will go straight through to parents/carers allowing 

you to have those conversations at home. 

3. For children who are not attending, we will continue with the 

reminders from Student Office and phone calls from the Pastoral 

Team.   

Ms K Walton, Assistant Principal 

 

Keeping Connected  

 

Local update COVID-19 
 

Ashford 
486 cases per 100,000 people in the week  
11th January – 17th January 2021. 
The average area in England had 412. 
 

(source Department of Health and Social Care, via BBC.co.uk) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from the Chaplain 

27th January is Holocaust Memorial Day, the international day to remember 
the six million Jews and millions of other people killed by the Nazis during 
World War II, and people killed in genocides that have happened throughout 
our world in more recent times such as Cambodia and Bosnia.  
 
27th January marks the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
the largest Nazi death camp. The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2021 is 
“Be the light in the darkness”. It encourages everyone to reflect on the 
depths humanity can sink to, but also in these unprecedented times through 
which we are living currently, to reflect on those stories in our news showing 
the very best of which humanity is capable. 
 
Each one of us can choose to be the light in the darkness in a variety of ways 
and places – at home, in public, and online. Mr Ian Rich, Academy Lay 
Chaplain (irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org) 

 
 

 
Please follow us on Twitter, Facebook 

and Instagram. 
 

We will continue to share important 
information and updates on our social 

media platforms.  
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