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Keep Moving 
 

The PE team have created NETFLEX,  
daily activities designed to help  
students keep a healthy body and mind. 
 

    

Keep Learning 
 

Some pupils, students and families have informed  
us that they do not have access to a computer or device for  
learning. I am delighted to announce that we have just received delivery  
of devices and will be getting them into the hands of pupils and students very soon.  

A Message of Hope 
 

 
I would first and foremost like to wish everyone in the Academy community a Happy New Year. With the news of a new national lockdown 
it has been a challenging start to 2021, however, I want to start the year with our value of ‘Hope’.  
 

“There was never a night or a problem that could defeat sunrise or hope.” 
 
We have a difficult period ahead of us, but with the mass roll out of the vaccine there is hope. We will see an end to the restrictions and the 
measures. We will get through this lockdown together.  
 
I want to give a simple but important message around support. Lockdown affects everybody differently. As a school we are able to support 
in many different ways. If you or your children are finding things difficult then please speak to us. Get in touch and we will do whatever we 
can to help. 
 
Given the length of time we have all had to live with restrictions, we are conscious that this lockdown will be challenging. We know that it 
is cold outside and dark and all of this could impact on the wellbeing and mental health of pupils and students. We are also aware of the 
amount of learning already lost and are keen to ensure we offer the best quality remote learning possible. 
 
We have, therefore, made a number of changes which we believe will have a positive impact on our pupils’ and students’ well-being and at 
the same time enhance and improve their learning experience. 
 
Stay Safe. 
 

Damian McBeath 
Principal 
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Access to additional data 
 
There are two schemes available to help 
families access additional data to support 
online learning. 
 
The Academy has a number of Vodafone SIM 
cards which, once activated, provide 30gb of 
data to last 90 days. The device would need 
to be registered with Vodafone or unlocked 
for the SIM to work. 
 
Alternatively, the other major providers are 
offering temporary increases in data 
allowances for existing mobile customers 
that do not have a fixed broadband at home 
or cannot afford additional data for their 
devices.  The providers currently within this 
scheme are: 

 Three 

 Smarty 

 Virgin mobile 

 EE 

 Tesco mobile 

 Sky mobile 
 
If you feel either of these schemes will be of 
benefit to you, please contact the relevant 
Year Team or Class Teacher via Edulink. 
 

Improving the Pupil and Student 
Remote Learning Experience  
 
Thought for the Week. Each week we will send a video which can 

be viewed at any time. It will start with a prayer, but then focus on a 
different theme linked to our LIGHT values. 

Tutor Time will be replaced with Pastoral Support Time. 
We are seeing very little benefit in the traditional Tutor Time so we 

are changing it. All students will have access to the Pastoral Support 

Team during this time if needed. We have staff available to talk to 

students if they need someone to talk to. If they don’t then this will be 

an opportunity to have some time away from the screen. 

What was Friday Tutor Time will be replaced with a 10-minute 

Celebration Assembly for each Year Group. (Lead by Year 

Leader and a Senior Leader). 

One day per fortnight, we will host a CHALLENGE DAY. This will 

provide students with the opportunity to choose from a menu of 

different activities and challenges. This has been deliberately 
designed as screen free day.  

Each Year Group will receive at least one guest lecture from an 

inspirational professional each half term. These will be short talks, or 

interesting ideas followed by an opportunity to ask questions and 
debate the topic raised. 

There will be more we can do, more ways to keep students engaged 

and inspired. We will keep thinking and improving as we go. 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 

Keeping Connected  

 

Local update COVID-19 
 

Ashford 
815 cases per 100,000 people in the week  
28th December – 3rd January 2021. 
The average area in England had 531. 
 

(source Department of Health and Social Care, via BBC.co.uk) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from the Chaplain 

A Happy New Year to you. This Sunday, the Church remembers Jesus’ 
baptism in the River Jordan. Those of you who have been to a Church of 
England baptism might remember two things about it particularly. 
Firstly, the person being baptized is marked with the sign of the cross on 
their forehead to signify that they belong to God. Secondly, they are told 
to “shine as a light in the world”. In these strange and uncertain times, I 
find it quite reassuring to know that we belong to God and that he is 
with us in joy and in sorrow, and there is challenge to each of us to shine 
as light in the world by helping others. Mr Rich, Academy Chaplain 
(irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org) 

 

 
Please follow us on Twitter, Facebook 

and Instagram. 
 

We will continue to share important 
information and updates on our social 

media platforms.  
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