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A Message from the Chaplain 
 
 

In the Bible, John the Baptist was sent to prepare people for the coming of Jesus. He told them, “If you have two coats, give 
one of them to the one who has none. If you have food, share it with those who have none.” 
This message is for us too. If we want to experience the real joy that Jesus wants for us, then we must learn to share. By sharing 
what God so generously gives to us, we will receive an even greater gift; the gift of joy. How can you give others joy this 
Christmas? 
 

Mr I Rich irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 

Inclusion Working Party 
 

Calling all Parents, Carers, 6th formers, Teachers and 
Support Staff! 
 

We are committed to excellence and we believe in 
choice. To achieve this for our pupils our school is 
committed to being fully inclusive, ensuring we have 
complete equity to allow equality of opportunity. To 
achieve this, we are keen to begin a working party for 
inclusion. As a school we believe in our Christian LIGHT 
values not just in words, but in deeds; and we want to 
make sure that the fabric of our Academy is inclusive to 
its core. What do we need to change? What do we do 
amazingly well and want to do more of? What could we 
do better?  

 

A time of fulfilment 
 
 

A long time ago, a colleague of mine when I was a fresh faced teacher trainee, told me that to  
measure your success as a teacher you need only to have made a difference to one child. In  
witnessing that, you realise how amazing it is to have the opportunity to do that. 
 
I have seen seen so many pupils this term where I have witnessed this and to this very day, it brings that sense 
of fulfilment and a timely reminder of our vocation; which of course is why teachers do what they do. The 
levels of commitment from both staff and pupils is inspiring. Next week, I look forward to the end of term 
assemblies, where we will witness pupils singing, dancing and praying – more on that in next week’s update. 
 
Miss White, Miss Powell and I will also be interviewing pupils in Years 11 and 13, to look at their PPE results 
and see how we can help further. These are scheduled to take place on Wednesday 
and Thursday next week. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 

Mr Shepherd 
Vice Principal - Head of Upper School 
ashepherd@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

ATTENDANCE  
85.6% 

 
Attendance dropped 

slightly last week so we 
need a final push for the 

last week of term! 
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What should we be measuring and monitoring to make a 
difference? What are the voices of our community and how do we 
make sure we hear them all?   
If you feel you would like to be part of the group that can work on 
how we answer all of these questions and want to support the 
school in thinking about what other questions we need to be 
asking to move forward inclusively, please email Mrs Kelly 
McBeath outlining why you would like to be part of the working 
party, what passion skills or knowledge you would bring to the 
table?. We will only be able to have a select number on the 
working party, we will let people know if they have been selected 
in the new term. I very much look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 

kmcbeath@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
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Upcoming Events/ 
Information 
UPPER SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
LUNCH: 
14th December 2021 
Pupils will have the choice of 
Christmas lunch or the usual 
food choice 
LAST DAY OF TERM: 
Friday 17th December  
Early closure 2.15pm 
 

FIRST DAY OF TERM 3: 
Wednesday 5th January 2022 
SIXTH FORM VIRTUAL 
PARENTS EVENING: 
Thursday 13th January 2022 
 

Meet the Team 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Miss Solly 9DSO 
I have been at the Academy since I qualified as a teacher in 2007, and now 
privileged to be Subject Leader of Computing. As an ex-pupil, I was inspired here by 
my teachers to follow my dream and value that power of connection. Outside of 
the academy, I am a Girlguiding volunteer of 20 years and run a Guide unit in 
Kingsnorth. Being a leader has meant I have climbed the Elizabeth Tower and seen 
Big Ben chime, had an unplanned ride in a police speed boat, and slept overnight 
outside at the Designer Outlet with over 100 others! I am a qualified Archery 
instructor, geocaching enthusiast and keen photographer. In my holidays I like to 
spend time with family at my property and lake in France, there is no mains 
electricity and everything is solar powered. I enjoy freshwater fishing and my PB is 
a rather modest 28lb mirror carp.  
dsolly@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
Miss Harriss 11EHA 
I have worked at The John Wallis Academy for nearly 5 years as both a PE and 
Maths teacher. I love working in two different departments as it’s interesting to 
watch students behaviour and attitudes change depending on the subject they are 
in. I have wanted to be a PE teacher since I was in year 9 at school and had 
mapped out the university, course and PGCE course I wanted to complete at this 
age too. I am also a keen Footballer and back in my glory days played for the 
Women’s Kent County Team and Gillingham Ladies at U15’s. I am now the coach of 
all of the girls Football teams and love watching the students develop and go on to 
achieve similar roles. Their dedication and enjoyment for the sport is amazing to 
see and it is always a pleasure to be part of a team with such a great group of 
individuals. 
eharriss@thejohnwallisacademy.org   
Miss Hart 9NHA 
I joined the Academy in 2018 and have thoroughly enjoyed developing my 
skills as a teacher, and supporting our pupils. I have had a passion for 
mathematics and education ever since I was at secondary school, and I am so 
thankful that I got the opportunity to have my dream career helping people, 
working with children and solving mathematical problems every day. I went to 
secondary school in Colchester and played almost every sport available. I 
participated in school drama productions, played the guitar, and did 
gymnastics, theatre training and Karate outside of school. Before lockdown I 
got back into dance classes and hope to start these again in the near future. 
This summer I worked for the Academy's Summer School for 3 weeks, and on 
Tuesday's I run Maths club with other members of the Mathematics 
department. 
nhart@thejohnwallisacade,y.org  

SIXTH FORM 
The Sixth Form welcomed 
Arianna Jopling from the 
University of Kent Succeed 
Programme 2022.  The Year 12 
students were made aware of an 
amazing opportunity to 
participate in a programme that 
would involve online workshops 
and a 3 night residential on the 
University of Kent Canterbury 
campus.  So far this academic 
year, our Sixth Form students 
have benefited from talks from 
Queen Mary University of 
London, Kent University, The 
Elephant Group, Brakes and 
explored various opportunities 
via the careers fair held in 
November. 

Young Enterprise Programme 
The Young Enterprise Programme enables us to gain an 
understanding of how a business works, allowing us to work 
as a team.  This has improved our communication, self-
confidence and time management skills that are invaluable 
and highly recognized by employers.  We are creating a 
product to sell whilst learning how to start a business and 
hopefully make some profit. We will be launching our 
handcrafted candles shortly, watch out! They will be on sale in 
school over the next few weeks!   

 

Kaitlyn Burroughs and Amelia 
Angley 

 

Year 10 Art Trip 
Year 10 Art pupils visited 
London this week to look at 
different types of 
Architecture.  They were 
impressed with the industrial 
appearance of the film and 
nightclub Printworks venue as 
well as the mix of old and 
contemporary buildings along 
the South Bank.  Pupils also 
visited the Tate Modern 
Gallery (itself a former 
industrial Power Station) 
where we amazed to see 
artist Anicka Yi’s floating alien 
sculptures.  
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