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A Message from the Chaplain 
 

 
 

Next Monday is Valentine’s Day when there is a lot of talk about love. But what does unconditional love mean. It can be 
a hard concept to grasp but it is about loving one another through difficult times and mistakes without judgement, 
criticism or blame. 
 

It can be challenging to love unconditionally because we often push the boundaries with those closest to us. 
Unconditional love involves forgiveness. 
 

Learning to offer forgiveness and being open to compromise and moving on, leads to more fulfilling lives and 
relationships. Accepting the flaws and quirks of others can be one of the most rewarding things we do. 
 

Mr Rich, Academy Chaplain  irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 

 

The importance of rest and some good news! 
 

 

I am writing this week about how important genuine rest is. We have all heard the saying ‘a  
change is as good as a rest’. I wanted to know where this saying came from. It first appeared 
as a proverb in Victorian times as ‘a change of work is as good as play’. In 1857 it appeared in 
a poem in the form we now know it. But is it true? All staff and pupils need genuine rest after what has been a very 
demanding but exciting term. As you read the latest updates, this week I ask you to read the article presented by 
Dr Semple and the Science Faculty, and you get a glimpse of the variety of opportunities we give to our pupils.  
 
I asked pupils yesterday how they have been this term and all were only too happy to say they love the school and 
despite the challenges faced this term through Covid and absence, they have worked hard. But they now want a 
break. I 100% agree with that sentiment. We all need a break, so we can be refreshed and revitalised, ready for the 
new term to follow. 
 
Finally, some lovely and uplifting news from Miss White, Leader of Year 11, who has 
Just become engaged to her partner! Many congratulations to them both. 
 
Thank you 
 

Mr Shepherd 
Vice Principal - Head of Upper School 
ashepherd@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

UPPER SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE  

83.8% 
Is there something 

stopping your child from 
coming to school every 

day?  Please contact the 
Academy if there any 

issues that you need to 
discuss. 

 

Maths Challenge 
Last week some of our Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils participated in the Intermediate Maths 
Challenge, a chance to compete nationally in a series of problem solving questions. During 
the 60 minute task, pupils are awarded 5 or 6 marks for each correct answer and are 
deducted marks for incorrect answers. It was great to see our pupils apply their problem 
solving skills and really think outside of the box. I very much look forward to receiving the 
results, as I’ve no doubt we’ll see many bronze, silver and hopefully gold awards! 
 

Our Sixth Form pupils sat the Senior Maths Challenge in November, with Daniyaal Dar and 
Logan Masters achieving Best in School and Best in Year Group. Miss Watson. 
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Friday 11th February 2022 

  

Prayer & Reflection 
 
Dear Lord, 
 
I pray this day, on what 
would have been my 
father’s birthday, for all 
mothers and fathers – I 
ask that you, Oh Lord, 
wrap your loving arms 
around them and enable 
us recognise the amazing 
work all parents do. 
Amen. 

Upcoming Events/ 
Information 
11th February 2022 
Last Day of Term 3 
 

21st February 2022 
First day of Term 4 
 

7th – 25th March 2022 
Year 11 Pre Public Exams 
 

7th -11th March 2022 
Year 13 Pre Public Exams 
 

17th March 2022 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
 

30th March 2022 
Faculty of Arts Spring 
Showcase 
 

Term Dates 2022/2023 
Click here 

 
 

 

 

Faculty Focus – Science 
This is a round up of some of the exciting events that have been taking place in the 
Faculty of Science or are still to come. 
 

Nuffield placements  
Our sixth form pupils have been selected for prestigious Nuffield projects, which have been a 
fantastic opportunity for them to gain real-life work experience. The placements ranged from 
estimating yield of fruit to making bionic joints.  A new series of applications is being sought from 
the current Year 12. 
Please use the link below to find out more: 

https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/students-teachers/nuffield-research-placements 
 

 

Benenden Scanning Electron Microscope project. 
We have run a collaborative project alongside students from Benenden School, whereby pupils in 
Year 12 used a Scanning Electron Microscope to investigate the differences in hair structure of 
different ethnicities, and the effect that bleach and dye has on hair structure. The pupils are due 
to present their findings at an upcoming lecture at Benenden School.  
 
 

Army Stem Challenges for Year 9. 
Mrs McKie is organising a series of Stem challenges in collaboration with The Army. 
Dates have not been finalised as yet but please use the link for more details 

https://apply.army.mod.uk/base/lessons/stem-challenges 
 
 

Radiation protection training 
Mr Smith, the Academy’s Radiation Protection Supervisor, has recently run a training course for 
all the science teachers to ensure that they are fully up to date and can use the radioactive 
sources safely in lessons. 
 

 

Ogden Physics Partnership 
The Academy is part of the Tonbridge partnership and we are hoping to extend the number of 
activities we can offer to our pupils. Sixth formers have already benefitted as we now have a cloud 
chamber and Miss Veness hopes that there will be a variety of events for Years 9 and 10 before the 
end of the academic year. 
 
Psychology 
In year 12, pupils are currently working on the ‘egg 
baby’ project to teach about the importance of 
caregiver-infant attachment. Pupils are instructed to 
name and decorate a plastic egg – the rest is up to 
them as to whether they interact with/include their 
egg baby in their week of activities leading up to the 
end of term. 
 

In Year 13, pupils are learning about historical methods of 
profiling criminals – including the atavistic form theory 
which dictates that criminals have strange physical 
appearances. Pupils have had fun constructing images of 
potential offenders using this now outdated method of 
explaining offender behaviour. 

Science afterschool clubs and revision sessions 
These sessions are a fantastic opportunity for our pupils to catch up on missed work, undertake 
revision or explore new topics. These sessions are run by Mrs McKie and Mr Bahcaci on a 
Wednesday afterschool. Dr Semple is running Chemistry revision sessions on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays after school for Year 11 pupils. Dr Semple. 

 

Footballs 
A reminder that pupils 
should not bring 
footballs into school, 
they will be provided by 
the Academy for use at 
break and lunch. 

https://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/1118/term-dates-downloadable-versions
https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/students-teachers/nuffield-research-placements
https://apply.army.mod.uk/base/lessons/stem-challenges

