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A Message from the Chaplain 
 
 

The Diocese of Canterbury, one of our Academy sponsors, has launched an initiative for 2022 called A Year Of Living 
Generously. They pose the question, “What might happen if, for a whole year, we made a point of noticing what 
we do and what we choose, and asking ourselves: How generous am I being? Could it change our lives?” 
A Year Of Living Generously is not just about money. It’s about how we react when someone asks a favour. It’s 
about seeing life as a gift. It’s about taking time to listen properly. It’s about seeking the beauty in people we find 
difficult. 
Could you make a difference with one generous habit in the way you speak, the way you listen or what you do with 
your time. 
Mr I Rich irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

Debate Club 
 

Our Year 10 and 11 Debate Club pupils will be participating in the ‘Great Debate’ Heat with the Historical 
Association.  They will complete individual heats during their debate sessions during the month of 
January to decide which 3-4 pupils will get to take part.  Debate Topic : “ The 70 year reign of Queen 
Elizabeth II has seen global and widespread changes, including societal infrastructure, industry, rural life, 
the environment and ideas.  Which changes of the last 70 years have affected your local area the most?” 
 

 

What’s obvious to you….may not be to someone else 
 

 

This week I have led assemblies. I have shared my thoughts on the list of “famous people” who 
have sadly died in 2021, as shared every year in or around the beginning of the new year.  
I shared photos of people, young and old, and described what they meant to me. They all  
made a lasting impression upon me as I was growing up….musicians, actors and actresses and people from all 
walks of life. The interesting thing was how hardly any of them were known by the pupils or the staff – they 
seem all too young to know people such as Boycie from Only Fools and Horses or Charlie Watts from the 
Rolling Stones. When I shared a photo of Sarah Harding from Girls Aloud, I didn’t know who she was, nor did 
the pupils, but the young staff all knew who she was. It is different for different generations. But what is true 
for all, is that those that made the effort to excel in their chosen field, made the biggest impressions. 
 
I then shared my START acronym…Speech, Time, Attitude, Reactions and Talents. It’s a new year and many will 
be wanting to make a fresh start. I wanted to share this message with everyone, as I to want to have a fresh 
start and be conscious of how I make use of the time God has given me. 
 
I wish you all the very best for the year ahead and whatever your goals, always strive to give  
of your best. 
Thank you, 
 

Mr Shepherd 
Vice Principal - Head of Upper School 
ashepherd@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

ATTENDANCE  
84.5% 

Attendance has 
increased on the last 

week of Term 2. 
 

Well done Upper 
School, keep it up! 
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E Yea 

Reading Scholars Programme – Phoenix Eckert student in Year 12 
 
Reading Scholars Programme is a programme that supports pupils with the transition between school and university. This 
is a report from a pupil who took part recently. 

Visiting Reading University was a great taster in seeing what my life could look like in just a couple of years. It was scary to 
think that living independently was so close, and everything in my life was going to change so dramatically. I got an 
insight on what my subject course would look like, and the freedom of branching out to do diverse topics, including the 
chance to incorporate other subjects that I felt passion for, really gave me an idea of how I could make the most 
enjoyable experience from university. The tour of the campus allowed me to see what my working environment would 
look like: the lecture hall, the library, and the classrooms. The information we received on student finance – the 
maximum costs of university and student loans we receive – and how the impact of that in the future was not as 
frightening as I initially thought it would be really helped ease my concerns.   

The campus was absolutely amazing: masses of space, vast amounts of greenery, and the amount of equipment for 
sports, theatre, art, and academic subjects was really incredible. The shops and cafés on campus was something I really 
didn’t expect. They really did have everything. Meeting the students in my strand, and the mentors, was great, as it was 
nice to talk to people who shared my passion. Overall it was a fantastic experience, and I’m really excited for the next 
Scholars event, including the residential – the latter more so! Even planning my train journey gave me this independence, 
and prepared me for what to expect. 

 

Prayer & reflection 
At times, we all need a 
fresh start. As I write this 
newsletter, I am 
reminded of the following 
quote: 
“No matter how the past 
has been, one can always 
start again – there is 
always Hope” 

Upcoming Events/ 
Information 
 
7th – 25th March 2022 
Year 11 Pre Public Exams 
 
7th -11th March 2022 
Year 13 Pre Public Exams 
 
30th March 2022 
Spring Showcase 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Faculty Focus - ARTS 
 
The Faculty of Arts was newly formed in September 2021 and comprises 
the Art, Music, Dance and Drama Departments. 
Pupils have been working hard on developing their own music label and 
recording their own music….more on this in the article. 
The school also has a Dance company – pupils from Years 7-10 currently 
attend. In addition, the pupils have several opportunities to access extra 
curricular activities and trips across many subjects especially Dance, Drama 
and Music  – to read the full article click here. 
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Year 11 pupils should all now be working towards their final performances 
and Exam Work.  We will be holding a Spring Showcase event on the 
evening of Wednesday 30th March so that parents and carers can share in 
the good work that pupils have produced.  The evening will include 
performances from Music, Dance and Drama pupils as well as an exhibition 
of Art, Graphics and Photography work. 
 

 

https://tjwa-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pphillips_thejohnwallisacademy_org/Documents/Weekly%20Update/Documents%20and%20links/Faculty%20Focus%20-%20Faculty%20of%20Arts.pdf

