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A Message from the Chaplain 
 
 

While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, Mary gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a manger 
because there was no room for them to stay in the inn.     Luke Chapter 2 
A friend sent me this recently: Mary and Joseph couldn’t make a conference call in Bethlehem as there was no Zoom at the inn. 
Another friend sent me this: Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if there is room for Jesus. 
I wish you a blessed, peace-filled and happy Christmas. 
Here is a link to services in our local churches this Christmas:  http://www.ashfordchurches.co.uk/christmas-2021/ 

Mr I Rich irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 

Termly Reports 
 

This week, you will be able to view your child’s 
progress and attainment so far this year via Edulink. 
 
Reports will no longer be posted to parents but are 
available on Edulink.  These can be found under the 
‘Linked Documents’ section.  
 
If you need assistance accessing Edulink, please 
contact the Academy by emailing  
office@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

Why it is good to wait 
 

I think that as a rule of thumb, people in this country, if not the world, wait for things a lot. We 
wait for the kettle to boil, for the post to arrive or for the holidays to come around. We often  
wish things could be coming around quicker, but I argue it is precisely the waiting that makes it  
all worthwhile. 
 
This Christmas we wait for time to arrive where we can all enjoy time with our loved ones. We wait until the 
25th December for presents, hoping Santa will bring us something we like. Ask yourself whether the fact we 
have to wait helps make it all the more valued. I would say it does.  
 
Waiting is healthy and good. Having things readily available, for me, takes away the wait, the anticipation and 
the hope. So, I hope this Christmas you have to wait for something, but that it is truly special when it does 
arrive. 
Lastly, can I thank all the staff and pupils at the Academy, who make it such a wonderful  
place to come to everyday. I wish each and every one of you, a lovely Christmas, be kind, 
smile loads and rest. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Mr Shepherd 
Vice Principal - Head of Upper School 
ashepherd@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

ATTENDANCE  
84% 

This has been a term 
that has been hit with 
lots of bugs and colds, 
take time to rest this 

holiday and come back 
refreshed in January.  
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Year 9 Football Result 
 

The Year 9 boys took on Mascalls Academy in the last 16 of the 
Kent Cup last week.  The team put up a great performance and 
exploited the weaknesses of their opponents which resulted in a 
great 8 -1 win. 
The next game is an away trip on Saturday 15th January for the 
quarter finals, opponents yet to be confirmed.     
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Return to School in 
January 
The Government recently 
announced that all  
secondary pupils from Year 7 
and above are to be offered an 
on-site lateral flow test (LFT) 
upon return to school in 
January 2022. Please see the 
dates/times pupils are to 
return to school.   
 

Return Wednesday 5th 
January 
Year 7 8.30am 
Year 8 11.35am 
Year 9 1.25pm 
 

Return Thursday 6th January  
Year 10 8.30am 
Year 11 10.45am 
Sixth Form 1.25pm 
 

Once the test is complete, the 
pupils will then return to class 
for normal lessons. All pupils 
will be back in  
the Academy from Friday 7th 
January 2022. 

Upcoming Events/ 
Information 
 

 
SIXTH FORM VIRTUAL 
PARENTS EVENING: 
Thursday 13th January 2022 
 

Meet the Team 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Miss Waters 9AWA 
I’m Miss Waters. I am in my fifth year here at the Academy, and I have 
enjoyed my time being a teacher of Drama and English. I have been Tutor 
to 9AWA for the last 3 years and it has been a pleasure! I am passionate 
about theatre and my favourite thing to do is take my students out on 
trips – there is nothing quite like being the person to introduce somebody 
to a new play. Outside of school, I enjoy reading, playing guitar and 
watching football. 
awaters@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
Mrs Cradock Director of Business and Enterprise Faculty 
My name is Mrs Cradock, I am the Subject Leader for Business Studies and the 
Faculty Director for Business & Enterprise. I am also an associate tutor for 
9EWR. I have now been teaching for over fifteen years; I have had the 
pleasure of working at The John Wallis Academy for five of those years. I was 
born in Wales, raised in Yorkshire and now I live in Ashford. I studied at 
Huddersfield University to obtain my degree in Marketing & Business. I then 
completed the Graduate Training Scheme at Coca-Cola (yes - I used to have my 
own Coca-Cola van!) Prior to the pandemic, I also owed my own retail business 
in Ashford town centre for 5 years - selling interchangeable jewellery.   
Outside school I love to go walking with my family and our West Highland 
Terrier. I love all things creative including, crafting, baking and gardening. I am 
addicted to interior design programmes! 
hcradock@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
Miss Gibson Acting Head of Year 9 
I am in my 14th year of working as an Art teacher at the Academy and have 
spent all that time settled in my vibrant classroom surrounded by current 
pupil’s work. I am so pleased when they are proud of their achievement and 
they want to share this with their family by photographing their efforts. 
In my youth I played the trombone and was in a jazz band, my earlier adult life 
I used to compete nationally in trampolining (was an amateur body builder but 
too embarrassed to have this known I think). 
My creative bent has led to many quirky decisions around my home décor but 
now try to contain these artistic flairs for the garden. Simply love gardening 
and will be out there in all weathers and on any day of the year.  
My future plans depend if I receive a windfall where I will buy a ramshackle 
mansion, convert it to a cat sanctuary for waifs and strays, receive charity 
status and employ someone to work on my technology! 
rgibson@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

ART WEBINAR 
 
On Tuesday 14th December, Year 11, 12 and 13 Art and 
Photography pupils and students took part in a live 
webinar with artist Sian Fan.  Sian Fan is currently artist-
in-residence at the Victoria and Albert Museum in 
London and makes digital and performance work using 
cutting edge technology.  She has produced work for a 
range of institutions including the BBC, Tate Modern and 
Channel 4.  Pupils and students were fascinated to hear 
Sian explain the story behind how she became a working 
artist as well as how she applies for and manages 
commissions. 
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