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WHEN AN OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS… 
 

This week we are starting to look at the Year 9 pupils and offer 6 places for them to join the  
Kent Academies Network (KAN) programme. This is a very successful programme, supported by 
Sevenoaks school, whereby students who meet the criteria (parents have not gone to  
University) and who wish to move on to University when they finish school, will be given opportunities to learn 
about the skills they need and what options are available to them. It is a programme we have been involved 
with now for nearly 10 years and it has always been a huge success.  We will share more information in the 
assembly for Year 9 pupils on Tuesday 23rd November. 
 
At the same time, we are about to introduce our Year 11 pupils to our Benenden Peer Mentoring Programme.  
This facilitates meetings between the Year 11 pupils and the Sixth form ladies at Benenden, whereby they 
mentor our pupils in how to revise, where to access further materials and give them lots of support.  Again, this 
has been a very successful partnership between The John Wallis Academy and one of our main sponsors, 
Benenden School.  We will be looking to support in excess of 50 pupils through this wonderful programme.  
 

In both cases, if a pupil wishes to partake, please just let me know. 
 

Thank you 
Mr Shepherd 
Head of Upper School 
ashepherd@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

A Message from the Chaplain 
 

What do you think of when you hear the word “King”? Is it perhaps the image of a king in a 
fairy tale in a land far away? Or perhaps a real life Head of State in our own world?  
 

In the Church calendar, this week is the last week of the Church year before Advent next  
Sunday. It is known as Christ the King. The only crown Jesus wore was made of thorns for his  
crucifixion, but in various hymns he is described as king of glory, king of peace, king of kings, 
and king of love. 
 

My favourite of those is based on Psalm 23: The king of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never. I nothing lack 
if I am his, and he is mine forever.   

Mr I Rich irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

This is my seventh year at the Academy and I am enjoying my new role as Upper School SENCO. I am also 

 

 Kent Academy Network 

The Kent Academies Network (KAN) is a partnership of five schools that aims to remove barriers to Higher Education for 
the most able, disadvantaged pupils. KAN does this by developing pupils’ confidence and knowledge, so that they can 
set and ultimately reach, ambitious goals. KAN also aims to develop future leaders in education and social impact who 
feel part of a wider community and have increased opportunities thanks to the experiences and skills they develop 
through their commitment to the role.   Pupils attend workshops, two residential courses and receive termly mentoring 
sessions.  A year 11 pupil said “Kan is good because it gives you opportunities for you to experience things that not 
many get the chance to do.” 
Please contact Miss Veness or Mr Shepherd if you would like more information. 
 jveness@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

ATTENDANCE  
 

82.2% 
Unfortunately, there have 
been a number of absences 
this week.  Only four weeks 
until the end of term, lets 
aim to be in school every 
day. 
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 Upcoming Events/ 
Information 
 

 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 
Tuesday 30th November 2021 
from 5.00pm. 
 

YEAR 11 PARENTS EVENING 
8th December 2021 3.30pm – 
7.00pm 
 

 
UPPER SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
LUNCH 
14TH December 2021 
 
ACADEMY CAROL SERVICE 
16th December 2021 6pm 
 
 

FUTURE PARENTS EVENINGS 
Sixth Form  
13th January 2022 
Year 9  
17th March 2022 
Year 10 
14th July 2022 

 

 

Meet the Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sixth Form  
University applications are well underway and all students who have applied have started to receive offers or invitations 
to interview from their chosen universities.  Some students received offers the very next day after applying and our Head 
Boy, Callum Fraser, received a full set of five offers the day after he applied! 
 

Courses applied for this year cover a broad range and include Medicine, Physiotherapy, Business Management, 
Photography, Psychology, Fashion Design and Management, Dental Hygiene and Biological Sciences. 
 

Our Year 13 students continue to amaze us with the range of courses they apply for and their aspirations to attend top 
universities including prestigious Russell Group universities. 
 

We aim to send all applications well ahead of the January 2022 deadline so that students can focus on their studies and 
get the all-important A Level grades which will allow them to progress to higher education. 
apowell@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 

Miss McKenzie 13AMK 
I have worked at the Academy for seven years now. I started by working 
two days a week in the English Department where I supported the team 
and completed the speaking and listening assessments. I soon increased 
my hours and I now work four days a week. I am the Subject Leader of 
Drama and a teacher of English. I have thoroughly enjoyed developing the 
Drama Department in the past three years, we now have a large GCSE 
cohort and offer a successful A-Level. The favourite part of my job is 
working creatively with the amazing pupils in the Academy, putting on 
shows and partaking in the Royal Shakespeare Company/Marlowe Theatre 
Associate Programme. Another enjoyable part of my job is being a Sixth 
Form Tutor, I love seeing the way in which our pupils develop into amazing 
young adults. In my spare time I drive my three children to their rugby, 
football and netball training sessions and games. When I get a moment to 
myself I love reading, shopping and watching Netflix! 
amckenzie@thejohnwallisacademy.org   
 

 
Mr Wright 9EWR 
I joined the Academy in 2013 as a learning mentor working in various 
different departments across the Academy. I enjoy helping students to 
reach their potential. I am passionate about technology and using 
technology to create a better cleaner world. Outside of school I enjoy 
watching sport (especially cricket and rugby), doing conservation work and 
cycling. Before joining the Academy, I worked for an environmental charity 
and I have also worked in demolition. 
ewright@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 
 
 
Ms McClean 10KMC 
I have worked at TJWA for five years now as an English Teacher. I have 
been the tutor for 10KMC since they were in year 7 and have thoroughly 
enjoyed watching them grow into the hardworking and thoughtful young 
adults they are today. I am a keen reader and am always ready to give a 
recommendation! I have recently returned from maternity leave and my 
son attends the lovely nursery. Well done to all those who have completed 
PPEs this week! 
KMcclean@thejohnwallisacademy.org 

REMINDER:  
Please can parents ensure 
that the twice weekly Covid 
test results are uploaded to 
the Test Register system. 

It is important that as a 
community we are all still 
testing at home. 
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