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A Message from the Chaplain 
 
 

Next Thursday, 27th January, is Holocaust Memorial Day. It is a time to remember the murder of Jews and other 
groups during World War II as well as other more recent genocides particularly in Africa and Asia. 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day provides an opportunity to challenge the attitude and behaviour of prejudice, in order to 
build a better future together. The language of hatred must be challenged by us all. 
 

Loving God, help us to see everyone as equally precious. May love prevail over hate and good triumph over evil. 
Amen. Mr I Rich irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 

Benenden’s Social Sciences Society 
Our Pupils in Years 9, 10 and 11 are invited to take part in the SocSoc Essay Competition run by Benenden School.   
The essay title is ‘The best predictor of future behaviour is past behaviour.’ Discuss.  The title is intended to be 
understood very broadly, in the context of the social sciences and humanities. Essays will be rewarded for 
diversity of thought, clarity of expression and appropriate use of examples to back up points.  Submissions should 
be no longer than 1500 words, including all references and footnotes but excluding the bibliography.   
Submissions must be emailed to sophiemood@benenden.school by 12 noon on Friday 18th March.   A winner and 
runner up in each category will be awarded Amazon vouchers in the range of £20 - £60 depending on the 
category.  Good Luck! 

 

Is avoidance a good way to live? 
 
 

Often, I have those feelings where I just don’t feel like doing something. I am not the only  
person who has these feelings from time to time…it might be taking the rubbish out when it is 
dark and cold, or having to tell my daughter off for something. It may even be those difficult  
times when you need to speak to someone but you know it is going to be a difficult conversation. So, like many, 
there are times when the temptation is to avoid these things. 
 
However, is it a good thing to avoid these situations? I would argue it isn’t. I had an example this week when I met 
with a parent where I was expecting it to be a difficult conversation but it in fact ended up being the highlight of 
my day! My point here is that it is these potentially difficult moments where the best progress is often done. 
Avoidance always catches up with you and often makes the situation worse. Pupils often avoid these 
challenges…whether it is revising, catching up on work or taking responsibility for their actions. It is this that I wish 
to address next week with pupils. 
 
I wish you all the very best of weekends and if you have those jobs that just need to be done, 
don’t put them off! 
 
Thank you, 
 

Mr Shepherd 
Vice Principal - Head of Upper School 
ashepherd@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

UPPER SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE  

This has increased by just 
over 1% this week.  50% of 

Upper School Tutor 
Groups have increased 

their attendance by more 
than 3% this week, well 

done, keep it up! 
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Friday 21st January 2022 

 

Prayer & reflection 
 
As we look back on our 
day, I ask you to consider 
taking the time to read 
this prayer: 
 
Dear Lord, 
 
When we are faced with 
the prospect of facing a 
challenge, particularly 
one which we feel will be 
difficult and perhaps in 
an air of tension, give us 
the strength and courage 
to see beyond our 
failings and do what is 
right. Enable us to always 
give of our best in our 
support of the families 
and pupils we serve in 
our community. 
 
Amen. 

Upcoming Events/ 
Information 
 
7th – 25th March 2022 
Year 11 Pre Public Exams 
 
7th -11th March 2022 
Year 13 Pre Public Exams 
 
30th March 2022 
Spring Showcase 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Faculty Focus – PE 
The PE department has continued to grow in the strength of its teachers and the variety 
of sports we offer to our pupils in the Upper School. The department is made up of nine 
members of staff, 5 of whom have been at the Academy for 5 years or longer. This 
strength and depth has continued to create excellent learning environments with strong 
behaviour management and choice to help pupils feel safe and supported in their return 
to physical activity post lockdown.   Building strong relationships in an approachable way 
has allowed pupils to return to sport swiftly. Year 9 in particular are thriving with 4 
lessons of PE a week and have played a vital role in the planning and organising of Lower 
School “SPORTS FEST” where every Lower School pupil participated in a challenge or 
sporting competition. 
 
Mr Tandy and Mrs Manchester have been seconded to be the Leader of Year 7 & 8 
respectively, but they continue their roles as Head of Boys and Girls PE and have 
supported the department in many exciting new ventures. 
 
Concept Base Curriculum:  
This is an exciting change to how PE is taught nationally. We are continuing our high 
standards of skill delivery in a wide range of sports, but using this as a vehicle to engage 
pupils in a wide variety of psychological, social and emotional concepts to better prepare 
themselves for the world of work. This will see Year 9 focussing on Leadership Skills, Year 
10 focussing on Aspirations and Employability, whilst Year 11 are exploring mental 
health and managing pressure. 
 
We Believe in Choice 
Pupils in Upper School have been given more freedom to choose the routes they wish to 
follow. Choosing what types of activities they want to coach in Year 9, to bespoke 
learning activities in Year 11, where the PE department facilitate the learning of what 
activities the Year 11’s choose, has continued to give our pupils real choice. As this filters 
into Year 10, we are excited to see what activities they have in mind. 
 
Creating Opportunities 
The PE department has spent over £10,000 since September in giving young people the 
opportunity to reengage in activities they may have missed out on since lockdown. There 
has also been an Investment in the play equipment available to all pupils on the Runcie 
playground at breaks and lunches. New opportunities like Skateboard Club; Futsal; 
Basketball; Climbing, with a new emphasis in giving pupils the opportunity to engage 
before school in the Aerial Academy where pupils can try our SILKS and Aerial Hoops 
under the expert guidance of Simia Circus.  
 
We are ready to compete: 
The pupils at the Academy have embraced their competitive edge and so far taken part 
in Football, Netball, Basketball, Handball, Trampolining and Leadership events against 
other schools. Just going to show that sport and exercise is a great way for pupils to help 
regain the confidence and drive they need to succeed in modern Britain.  
 


