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A Message from the Chaplain 
What a pleasure it is to be part of the Academy. This week in the School we celebrated  
Harvest and the generous food donations will be sent to Ashford Vineyard for them to distribute 
to those in need in our community. As I stood on the stairs in the Infinity Building recently 
I watched the pupils coming up to their various lessons and thought what a marvellous group of young people they are. 
 

It was a timely reminder of all that is good following the sad news of the murder of the MP last week. As a Thought today, I 
share some words from Archbishop Justin following that tragedy: 
 

“The only antidote to violence and hatred is love and unity. We must be the light that refuses to be cowed by darkness”. 
irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

Covid Testing 
This is a reminder that during half term, pupils should 
continue to test for Covid 19 using their Lateral Flow 
Tests.  The results of the test should be reported to the 
Academy and the NHS website. 
 
Information regarding Covid Vaccinations for pupils 
aged between 12 -15 has been sent to parents/carers 
via Edulink earlier this week. 
 

 
 
 

 A FOND FAREWELL 
 

A fond farewell this week to Mr Diwell who has been offered the opportunity of a lifetime to  
work abroad.  I want to say thank you for his efforts as Leader of Year 9.  The reaction from the 
pupils said how they felt.  This does however, mean new opportunities arise and with the half  
term approaching, it is a time for all to refresh and renew, whether that be personal goals or 
simply to spend valuable time with loved ones. 
 
At the end of this Upper School update, there is an article about our Scholarship Programme. Please do read it 
and if you feel it is for you, kindly let us know. 
 
A reminder that the week after half term, pupils in Years 11 and 13 will be sitting Pre Public Examinations 
(PPEs).  To help pupils, we have created a resource platform for them to use which can be found by clicking 
here: Year 11 Revision Platform Introduction . 
 

Finally, to all those who have lent a hand, opened a mind and touched a heart, I thank you for your service this 
term. 

If you need to contact me, please do so by emailing me at:                                       
ashepherd@thejohnwallisacademy.org.  
 

Have a lovely half term break!  
 

Mr Shepherd 
Head of Upper School 
                           

         
 
 

                      

 

Ashford Vineyard are offering a Family Food Bank and Warm 
Winter Clothing.   Please click Ashford Vineyard – Family Food Bank 
and Warm Winter Clothing for further information. 
If any Academy families are in need of extra support, please contact 
Ms Chapman-Hailey on 01233 623465 or email cchapman-
hailey@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 

 
 

UPPER SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK    

88.9% 
 

UPPER SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE FOR TERM 

1 
89.9% 
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Friday 22nd October 2021 

 Upcoming 
Events/ 
Information 
 
A reminder that Monday 1st 
November is an Inset and 
pupils are not required to 
attend. 
 

YEAR 11 and YEAR 13 PPEs 
These Examinations commence 
on 8th November and run from 
8th -19th November for Year 11 
and from 8th -15th November for 
Year 13. 
 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 
This will take place on Tuesday 
30th November from 5.00pm. 
 

PARENTS’ EVENINGS 
Year 11  
Wednesday 8th December 2021 
3.30pm – 7.00pm 
 

Year 12/13 
Thursday 13th January 2022 
3.30pm – 7.30pm 
 

Year 9 
Thursday 17th March 2022 
3.30pm – 7.30pm 
 
Year 10 
Thursday 14th  July 2022  
3.30pm -7.00pm 

Scholars Programme   
 

Last week, we were fortunate enough to have some of our Music scholarship students perform during our school 
assemblies. The students were able to display their progress on their respective instruments in front of a wide range of 
ages, and the success this was really pays testament to the value of these subsidised music lessons. The interest this 
year in instrumental and voice lessons has been phenomenal with students requesting lessons on every instrument 
from bass guitar and violin, to drum kit and steel pans.   
It’s never too late to pick up a musical instrument, and some of our students have shown this with beginner students 
performing alongside students that have been performing on their instruments for a couple of years already. With the 
increased interest of lesson take up, we are hopeful for the music department to blossom this year, with students of all 
ages working together on various performances, as well as opportunities to engage with Music Technology and music 
business elements with the upcoming school Record Label ‘Infinity Records’.   
Due to the nature of any private tuition, lessons can become expensive to maintain, but with our one-of-a-kind 
scholarship system, we aim to support keen young musicians who may not have the facilities to access music as easily 
as their peers, if suitable, the scholarship system will entitle you to weekly subsidised Music lessons, on an instrument 
of your choosing, with the sole purpose of allowing you to thrive in music, and reach your full potential without the 
barrier of affordability.  

Meet the Team 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Miss Regan 11ERE 
This is my eighth year at the Academy and I am enjoying taking on my new 
role as Teaching and Learning Lead. I am also continuing as a tutor to a 
Year 11 group who I have been getting to know this term. It has been 
lovely to welcome so many of our Upper School pupils back to school over 
the course of this term. Dance and Cheerleading clubs have been well 
attended and I am looking forward to planning their upcoming 
performances for the year.  
eregan@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 
Miss Delamare 12RDE 
This is my first year at the Academy and I am a teacher of French and 
Spanish and Form Tutor for Year 12.  I grew up in Maidstone and went to 
the University of Kent in Canterbury where I studied Social Anthropology.  
During my twenties, I lived abroad and taught English as a Second language 
in China, Spain, Colombia.  
Hobbies: Salsa dancing! 
rdelamare@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 
Mr McInnes 9JMA 
I am a teacher of Computing and Maths, this is my sixth year at the 
Academy.  I have a curiosity and passion for understanding how robots and 
computers work. I am a deeply spiritual person and I do attend church 
regularly. I also run an addiction recovery group which runs on a weekly 
basis for all who are aged 18+. I love helping people to become better. I 
guess I love teaching because I get to see the ray of hope come into the 
lives of young people who might treat me well one day and not so great 
the next. Teaching is a great job because for the first time in my life I don’t 
have time to get bored or feel that I am doing the same job over and over 
again. The pupils are still deciding about how funny my dad jokes are. My 
current dream is to still become an astronaut. I am fascinated with outer 
space and the unknown. I think if I could live my life again I might have 
become an explorer and then a teacher of computing… 
jmacinnes@thejohnwallisacdemy.org  
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