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Message from the Chaplain 
 
We have had some celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and over 
the coming days there will be many more. Queen Elizabeth II has given 70 
years of remarkable service and as Andrew Marr, the political 
commentator, wrote for her 60 Year Diamond Jubilee, “There are no 
reliable recorded incidents of the Queen losing her temper, using bad 
language or refusing to carry out  a duty expected of her”. 
  
And the Queen herself said, in her 1975 Christmas message, “What exactly 
is meant by loving ourselves? I believe it means trying to make the most of 
the abilities  we have been given. It is a matter of making the best of 
ourselves, not just doing the best for ourselves.” 

 
The Journey to Excellence  
 
In this new Termly newsletter, you will be able to read articles relating to years 9-13. 
Years 11 and 13 are in the middle of their exams, but you can now read about all of the wonderful examples of 
how we live and breathe the LIGHT values across the Upper School. This term has been an exciting and busy 
one. The Academy continues to thrive and shine and our pupils continue to excel. 
 
I must give special praise to those students in Years 11 and 13 currently sitting their exams. Their attitude has 
been exemplary. The atmosphere around exams is a really positive one as the students realise the outcomes 
of their effort and hard work. 
 
 
Enjoy the break  
 
Have a lovely and restful  
time with you families. 

 
 
If you need to contact me, please do so by emailing me at:                                       
ashepherd@thejohnwallisacademy.org.                            
Mr Shepherd, Vice Principal – Head of Upper School 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
  
 

• DofE Bronze Expedition 
18th – 19th June 

• Reculver trip 20th-21st 
June 

• Leavers Assembly 23rd 
June 

• Bedgebury Trip 7th July  

mailto:ashepherd@thejohnwallisacademy.org
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Year 9 
 
Girls Basketball 
The under 14 Girls' Basketball Team's had a win against The North School 36-0 this season. The Year 9 team 
was undefeated until the final game against Highworth in which they lost by 4 points in the last bit.  
 
The girls have trained every week after school since September and are a phenomenal team! They ended up 
finishing second in their pool in the Ashford & Shepway Schools District league, and I am forever proud of 
them and their commitment to basketball, skill progression & for always cheering on their team mates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9AHE 
9AHE have had a very successful term. They 
have supported in primary with PE for both  
the Sports Fest but also in their tutor time 
with Mr Orr.  
 
They have regularly shown evidence of the 
LIGHT values, especially with supporting each 
other with the new routines. They have had 
another great term for achievement points for 
their positive attitudes to learning. 
 
 

Reward Shop 
This year the Academy Reward Shop has received more 

than 2000 orders and we have delivered over 2700 items to 
pupils from years 5 to 13. 

A massive thank you to Year 9 students that have delivered 
all these items to tutor groups: 

Natalia Dragomir 9EWR 
Cleo Penfold 9EWR 

Brooke Prince 9 EWR 
Cleo Penfold 9EWR 

Max Harrington 9 EWR 
Erin Lewis 9DSO 

Leah Saunders 9DSO 
  

And especially this term: 
Jamie Hiller 9EWR 

Joseph Stickells 9JMA 
 
 

 
Mia Camenzuli 
One of our Year 9 pupils, Mia, travelled to America with her 
Cheerleading team for a World Summit.  They had the second 
highest stunt difficulty out of EVERY SINGLE division!  
 
“We had the third highest pyramid difficulty and were very close 
to having the top pyramid technique score as well in our division.  
Routine creativity and overall impression were also pretty high in 
comparison to the other teams too.” MC. 
 
They performed one of the most difficult routines at the Summit 
on their first ever visit.  
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 Year 10 
 
Discover Arts Award Trip V&A Museum 20th May 2022 

Pupils of Drama visited the world's leading museum of Art and Design, the V&A Museum in London. The trip was to 
provide a cultural experience for students as part of their Discover Arts Award. They explored costume, design and 
lighting. The pupils found the day an incredibly experience and came back with a new appreciation for intricate 
design. 

Girl’s Basketball 

Year 10 girls have done themselves proud by playing as part of the year 11 team   

This is an outstanding achievement.  

Coach, Miss Eyles, said ‘I'm super proud of this as they have competed against                                                                             
several teams across the Ashford and Shepway District and shown great strength                                                                                           
and unity on and off of the court. One of their hardest games was against Highworth                                                                                                   
School, narrowly losing only 14-10 in the last 2 minutes of the game.’  

We cannot wait to see what next year brings as these girls move into year 11. 

Year 10 PPEs  

On 27th June to 1st July 2022, year 10s will sit a week of pre-public examinations in their core subjects. They will sit 
two English, three Math, three Science, and two RE papers. This will be a valuable opportunity for pupils to 
understand what is expected of them when they sit their GCSEs next year. Pupils will be given a timetable and will sit 
their examinations in the hall in test conditions. Revision materials are available on Edulink and upon request from 
class teachers. 

Geography Trip to Reculver 20th & 21st June 2022 

Geography pupils will complete a fieldwork study of a coast as a compulsory part of their GCSE Geography course on 
20th and 21st June. For two days, pupils will explore and study the fascinating beaches of Reculver. It should be a 
fascinating and worthwhile trip! 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Bronze Expedition 18th & 19th June 2022 

This June, Year 10 DofE participants will spend a weekend in Westwell completing an unaccompanied, self-reliant 
expedition for their Bronze DofE award. This is the final part of their award, having spent the last year completing the 
skills, physical, and volunteering sections. Pupils have worked hard to prepare for the expedition which involves two 
long, unaccompanied walks on Saturday and Sunday.  

End of Year Trip to Bedgebury 

This week students have received a letter inviting them to an end of year visit to Bedgebury – Go Ape Experience.  
The trip will consist of a carousel of three activities: Team Games, Outdoor Escape Room and Treetop Challenge  

The cost of the trip will be £50.00 including coach travel and entry.  On 7th July students will be required to arrive at 
the Academy at 7.30 am to board the coaches.  We expect to return to the Academy at 7.00 pm. 

Please be advised there are a limited number of tickets available on a first come first served basis and we are unable 
to reserve/hold any tickets. This trip will be opened on Wisepay at 8.30am on Monday 23rd May 2022.  Reply slips 
should be returned to the Admin department but places are only allocated on receipt of payment. 

Believe and Achieve! Monday 13th June 2022 

Year 10 and 12 pupils who study or wish to study Law, Sociology, Health and Social Care, and Criminology have been 
invited to an inspiring day at the University of Kent. Pupils will visit the Canterbury campus for an exciting day of 
talks, workshops, and Q&A panels with inspiring speakers from a rich variety of careers.    
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 9AHE 
9AHE have had a very successful term. They 
have supported in primary with PE for both  
the Sports Fest but also in their tutor time 
with Mr Orr.  
 
They have regularly shown evidence of the 
LIGHT values, especially with supporting each 
other with the new routines. They have had 
another great term for achievement points for 
their positive attitudes to learning. 
 
 

Year 11 
 
Benenden Mentoring Event: 
On the 27th April we held our final Year 11 Benenden Mentoring Event at the Academy. This is our 3rd event where a 
group of our Year 11s worked with some of the Year 12 girls from Benenden School. This event focused on revision 
methods in the run up to exams. The Year 11 pupils talked through the revision techniques they use with their group, 
giving other pupils are chance to let them know of any improvements they could make, and inspiration to use in their 
own revision. There was also a chance for the two sets of pupils to get to know each other in a less formal setting, 
through a tour led by our pupils and dinner. It was wonderful to see many pupils who had met at the previous 
mentoring events excited to see the pupils the pupils from the opposing school. A special thanks to Miss McNeice for 
organising this event and to the restaurant team for providing excellent food, that both students and staff thoroughly 
enjoyed.  
 
Cadets: 
On the 20th May the Combined Cadet Force (CCF) from Benenden School and The John Wallis Academy held their 
Annual Contingent Dinner and Awards. This a formal black-tie event where the Cadets celebrate their dedication 
throughout the year. There are a number of awards given to Cadets who have shown excellence. Notably in Year 11, 
Franciszek Zytkiewicz won the Contingent Commander's Award (The bomb), which is awarded to the cadet who has 
persevered and shown tenacity throughout the year within the CCF. Josiah Rowden, in Year 12, also won the 
Contingent Prize for Military instruction (Sergeant Major's cane), which is presented to the member of the Combined 
Cadet Force who has most demonstrated excellence in the instruction of other cadets through teaching and inspiring 
others to succeed. Well done to all the cadets, and a huge congratulations to Franciszek and Josiah. 
  
Exams: 
Our Year 11 pupils are currently sitting their GCSE exams, putting together all the knowledge they have a gained in the 
last 5 years at the John Wallis. I am extremely proud of the maturity, commitment and resilience demonstrated by our 
Year 11 pupils. The current Year 11s have two years of disrupted learning at a critical part of their education, but their 
mindset is admirable taking this new challenge in their stride.  
 
Looking to the future: 
 
 
 

 
Celebrations: 
 
There will be a number of celebrations to congratulate our 
Year 11s on finishing their GCSE. On Thursday 23rd June 
after the last exam there will be a leavers assembly to 
celebrate the end of the exams and congratulate pupils on 
all the hard work that they have shown whilst at the John 
Wallis. There will be an opportunity for pupils to have 
their shirts signed as a memento, if they wish. The day will 
involve a whole year assembly, with a look back on 
highlights of their time at the John Wallis Academy. Then 
on the Friday 8th July the Year 11 Leavers Prom will be 
taking place at the Ashford International Hotel, giving 
pupils a further opportunity to celebrate their 
perseverance this year. Finally, on Thursday 25th August is 
results day, where our pupils will be able to see how much 
their hard work and dedication have paid off. 
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Sixth Form 
Term 5 has seen the arrival of the summer examinations for our Year 13 students.  With several subjects having 
already completed their first paper, we continue to offer our best wishes to our students as they continue the 
examination schedule next term.  Year 12 PPE’s will commence on the 27th June and Year 12 students are therefore 
being actively encouraged to begin the revision process over the half-term holidays. 

We have had 56 Year 13 students apply to university, with 9 gaining offers from Russell Group universities.  Subjects 
selected vary from Law, Midwifery, Medical Microbiology and our first student being accepted into The University of 
Southampton to pursue a career in Medicine.  We have also had a number of students gain successes in securing 
apprenticeships and employment to organisations such as Brakes, Mercedes, Lloyds Bank, Champneys at Eastwell 
Manor and East Kent Hospital Trust. 

Year 12’s students are now beginning their UCAS journey, with each tutor group already making provisional accounts 
on the UCAS HUB.  Students are now being encouraged to begin researching  universities of interest and suitable 
courses.  To support our students in this, the Sixth Form has organised a visit to the Kent Event Centre at Detling for 
the UCAS Higher Education Exhibition on 9th June.  This will allow students to have access to hundreds of universities, 
colleges, apprenticeship providers and employers.   

Students are always encouraged to participate in extra-curricular and super-curricular activities where they can 
demonstrate their intellectual curiosity.  Recently, 5 students were invited to Benenden School to participate in an 
event organised by students to celebrate Shakespeare’s birthday. Phoenix Eckert wrote:  

‘The fact that the students organised the activities provided made the experience more enjoyable. It was definitely not 
what I expected it to be….. It was really nice to go somewhere different, with a breath-taking view of the school, and the 
experience overall was really great.’ 

 

Plans are being made next term for additional Year 12 students to support Year 5 pupils, with this continuing as they 
progress into Year 6. 

 

It has also been lovely to see Sixth Form students return to their involvement in student panels.  A group of Year 13’s 
met with potential Vice-Principal candidates over a breakfast meeting, with our current Head Boy and Head Girl then 
leading a student panel consisting of pupils from a range of year groups.  This role that will soon be taken on by our 
newly elected prefects next term. 

 

Key messages 

We have some key messages that we would like to share: 

• There is still time to book a place at the Year 13  
Leavers’ Ball.  Any outstanding payments need to be 
 made as soon as possible on Wisepay 

• Year 13’s students have been emailed Leavers’ 
 Questionnaires which need to be completed.   
Students need to ensure that they are still checking  
their email accounts for messages from the Academy 

• Year 12 students need to hand in acceptance  
letters to the UCAS event on the 9th June and make 
payment via Wisepay 

 

 

 


