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A Message from the Chaplain 
 
 
 

Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, love does not boast. Love is not self-seeking, love is not easily angered, love 
keeps no record of wrongs.  
 
We are all invited to show love to those around us. Read the passage again and put your own name in place of the word love 
each time. It is quite challenging. 
 
Mr I Rich irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 
 

Holocaust Memorial  
This week, our Year 10 pupils and many of our Sixth Form pupils heard the testimony of Holocaust Survivor Eva 
Clarke BEM, which was organised by the Holocaust Education Trust.   
This is part of our wider Holocaust education and is part of the Academy commemorations for Holocaust 
Memorial Day which took place on the 27th January.  Eva Clarke was one of only three babies born in 
Mauthausen concentration camp in Austria and she was born the day after the Nazis had destroyed the camp's 
gas chambers and less than a week before its liberation.  
Many of the pupils found the experience to be incredibly thought provoking and they were glad to be able to 
participate. 

 

Making and maintaining strong partnerships 
 

 

This week has been a roller-coaster of a week! I have watched some amazing lessons across a 
number of subjects and it was capped with a truly moving webinar given by a Holocaust 
survivor. More on that can be read below. On top of that, I led a group of Year 11 pupils to  
Benenden School, as part of our peer mentoring programme that Benenden so graciously and whole-heartedly 
support. This has now been running for 10 years and every time I go, I find something new to be excited about. The 
pupils loved the connections made, making new friends and I was particularly pleased to meet former pupils 
Lauren and Ben, now working at Benenden. It is a constant reminder of the reasons why we devote so much time 
to supporting our pupils and why I am so grateful for all the hard work and dedication our staff continue to show. 
 
Unfortunately, I have also had to deal with a small number of incidents where pupils have made poor choices. The 
Academy continues to strive to ensure all pupils are given clear guidance on appropriate behaviour and how to 
make the right choice when temptation comes along. We all have a choice in life and I kindly ask parents to please 
support us in ensuring pupils come to school in the correct uniform and on time. 
 
Hopefully, this weekend will see the sun out and I wish each and everyone of you a  
wonderful weekend. 
Thank you, 
 

Mr Shepherd 
Vice Principal - Head of Upper School 
ashepherd@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

UPPER SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE  

83.5% 
Has your child been in 
school every day this 

week? If there are any 
problems that need to be 
discussed, please contact 

your child’s tutor via 
Edulink. 
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Prayer & reflection 
As we look forward to a 
time to spend with our 
families and loved ones this 
weekend, we pray that we 
may always be mindful of 
how people can be 
different and learn to 
appreciate these 
differences for the wonder 
that they are. Amen. 

Upcoming Events/ 
Information 
11th February 2022 
Last Day of Term 3 
 

21st February 2022 
First day of Term 4 
 

7th – 25th March 2022 
Year 11 Pre Public Exams 
 

7th -11th March 2022 
Year 13 Pre Public Exams 
 

17th March 2022 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
 

30th March 2022 
Faculty of Arts Spring 
Showcase 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Faculty Focus – English 
 

We have had a very busy and exciting start to the term already across the Upper 

School English Department. 

On Thursday 6th January, Mrs Oakley, Mr Davies and Miss McKenzie took Year 11 

pupils to London’s prestigious Old Vic Theatre to watch an adaptation of Charles 

Dickens’ festive and ghostly tale of ‘A Christmas Carol.’   Our pupils were 

transported back to the hustle and bustle of the busy streets of Victorian London 

to experience the transformation of the bitter Ebenezer Scrooge. They got to 

witness first hand his journey from a being as ‘solitary as an oyster,’ to his final 

lesson of redemption in learning the true meaning of Christmas. Pupils were able 

to watch beloved characters come to life, draw upon notable key themes and link 

their knowledge of the novella together to enhance their understanding of the text 

in preparation for upcoming GCSE examinations this year. 

Staff have been working exceptionally hard this term after school, reviewing our 

curriculum across the department and mapping out our schemes of work. As one 

of the most successful departments across the Academy, it is vital that as a 

department, we maintain our high standards in each lesson, to ensure our core 

outcomes and results continue to excel every year. Staff have been developing and 

refining fresh and innovative teaching approaches as well as sharing new and 

exciting pedagogy to constantly strive for excellence across English. 

Lastly, as we look towards the half way point of this academic year, Year 11 will be 

getting ready to sit their second round of Pre-Public Examinations. As a whole, it 

has been noted on multiple learning walks and lesson observations how positively 

focused Year 11 have been. Pupils should continue to revise all exam texts 

between now and half term, with particular focus on key quotations, contextual 

knowledge and themes. 

 

 

Year 9 Boys Football District Final 
The Year 9 Boys Football Team went to Homelands (Ashford United’s home ground) on 
26th January to take part in the final game of the season, the Ashford and Shepway 
District Final v Norton Knatchbull. 
As I was unable to attend, due to yet another positive Covid test, Mr Hughes (District 
manager and father of Liam Hughes) and Mr Nicholas stepped in to be the side line 
management team (thank you).  
Receiving constant ‘Whats App’ messages, this was a close game in the first half but one 
that the Academy dominated in the second half. The game changer was the arrival of 
Jireh after his dentist appointment kept him out of the first half.  Not long into the 
second half Jireh rose and directed a bullet header into the back of the net.  

 

Half way through the final half, Archie Dobbin added a second to make the score 2-0 to the Academy. The boys never looked like 
losing this lead and the whole team turned in an amazing performance. Special mentions to Harry Clark for his relentless work rate, 
Liam Hughes’ amazing passing and Nick Leonidou (man of the match with a Virgil Van Dijk display in central defence). The boys have 
had an amazing season, the only loss coming against Ravens Wood school in the quarter-finals of the Kent cup. Mr Tandy. 

 


