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A Message from the Chaplain 
 

 
 

Although there will be many festivities in June to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee (70 years as Queen), including an extra 
Bank Holiday, it is actually 70 years this weekend since Queen Elizabeth II succeeded to the throne on February 6th 1952 
following the death of her father King George VI. 
 

Since then she has led this country showing her strength and wisdom. I share some words from her Christmas Day speech in 
1975 as our reflection for this week: 
 

“We are all different, but each of us has his or her own best to offer. If we do this well, it will also be good for our neighbours. 
If you throw a stone into a pool, the ripples go on spreading outwards. Our daily actions are like those ripples, each one makes 
a difference, even the smallest. It does matter therefore what each individual does each day.” 
 

Mr Rich, Academy Chaplain  irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
 

 

Growing from strength to strength 
 

 

This week I have had the pleasure of taking some assemblies with the Sixth Form. It is easy to 
forget just how far we have come as a school community, but when you take the time to look 
and listen, the progress and challenge is everywhere. 
 

This week we have interviewed and shortlisted a wide selection of pupils for the Kent Academies Programme. 
Applications have been received for our latest cohort of applicants in Year 9 – deadline is Monday if pupils still 
wish to apply!  More on the KAN programme below. 
 

We also actively participate in support programmes for our highest attainers to be able to access Russell Group 
Universities. Every week I have asked a Faculty to share in this newsletter, the wide range of opportunities that we 
offer all of our pupils and I have spent this week in and around lessons seeing first hand just why this school is such 
an amazing place. Below this week, we have the Humanities Faculty sharing their exciting news. 
  
 
Thank you 
 

Mr Shepherd 
Vice Principal - Head of Upper School 
ashepherd@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

UPPER SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE  

82.1% 
 

One week until half term!  
We need a big push to 

have everyone in school 
next week. Let us end the 

term with an 
improvement on this 
weeks’ attendance  

 
 
 

 

Excellence in PE 
The Year 10 GCSE PE practical moderation was excellent this week with a number of students showing excellent 
performances. This coupled with their coursework sets them up for a strong passage into Year 11. Particularly strong 
performances in Handball from Ben Oyewole and William Cole. Within the netball, Kiera Epps and Chelsea Christian showed 
dominance in their positions of Centre and Goal Attack respectively. Miss Eyles is very proud of them all. 
 

Abbey Porter and Connie Ralph have been chosen from the Level 3 Sport course for the excellent work they have produced 
in their Sports Injury and Rehabilitation unit. Consistently meeting deadlines in advance and producing excellent quality work 

towards distinction level has their teachers Miss Manchester and Mr Tandy very impressed. 
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Friday 4th February 2022 

  

Prayer & Reflection 
Dear Lord, Help me to be 
reminded of the truth and 
purpose of life – to love 
and be loved, to hope and 
to have faith. We pray for 
our families and friends 
and ask Lord for your 
guidance. Amen. 

Upcoming Events/ 
Information 
11th February 2022 
Last Day of Term 3 
 

21st February 2022 
First day of Term 4 
 

7th – 25th March 2022 
Year 11 Pre Public Exams 
 

7th -11th March 2022 
Year 13 Pre Public Exams 
 

17th March 2022 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
 

30th March 2022 
Faculty of Arts Spring 
Showcase 
 

Term Dates 2022/2023 
Click here 

 
 

 

 

Faculty Focus – Humanities 
 

There have been lots of exciting things happening in the Humanities Faculty.  There has 
been a drive to review the curriculum and begin to map through from 0 -19 with the 
collaborative working of staff from the Lower, Middle and Upper Schools.  There has 
been a buzz from the staff who are extremely excited about developing fresh schemes of 
work and updating lessons with innovative and creative ideas! 
In History, there are a number of exciting things to look forward to as we move into 
Term 4.  We have planned trips to the Templeman Library at the University of Kent, as 
well as a visit to the National Archives for our Sixth Form pupils.  On 8th February, Year 
10 and 11 Debate Club will take part in a national ‘Great Debate’ Heat with the Historical 
Association. 
 

In Upper School RE, our Sixth Form pupils have been strengthening their technique in 
writing essays. We have also been completing a series of lessons built around the 
concept of walking talking mocks to develop the exam technique of our pupils in Year 11.  
Pupils in Year 10 have been discussing issues of relationships with maturity and 
consideration as they reflected on different attitudes and opinions within our society. 
In A Level Sociology lessons, we have been learning about Crime and Deviance, 
particularly gender and ethnic differences in offending, and our topic of Families & 
Households has recently centred on social policy/laws that having affecting UK families 
in the last 100 years.  
 

In Geography, pupils across the school have been learning about migration, China, 
weather, climate change and urban issues via Bristol - so there is a varied amount of 
geographical areas being studied. Year 10 have been creative and transferred their 
knowledge to tourist plates as you can see below. 
Next term Year 12 are going on the first trip for a few years to Tenterden, which will 
hopefully be very useful to help them see how place change over time (or not as the 
case may be).  

 

 OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR PUPILS 
The KAN (Kent Academies Network) programme applications have recently opened for Year 9 pupils, for the upcoming 2022 cohort. 
Pupils have been preparing personal statements and submitting applications as the deadline is Monday 7th February. Pupils will then 
go through an interview process on Wednesday 23rd February. Good luck to all pupils submitting applications!  Reminder: there is a 
‘meet up’ day for all current KAN pupils at Sevenoaks School on Monday 28th February where our very own Mr B will be leading 
sessions for Year 10 pupils.   Our Year 12 pupils have been offered opportunities to participate in many programmes that offer support 
to help them achieve their full potential and their future aspirations.  Some of the programmes that are working with our pupils are 
the TEG programme which gives further support in gaining access to Russell Group Universities, the Queen Mary University of London 
Access programme, Reading Scholars, The University of Kent Succeed programme and Benenden Oxbridge preparation programme.  
Pupils have again been given the opportunity to apply to an international law firm for work experience.  We had guest speakers from 
Cambridge University last year and Sixth Form pupils are always sent the termly opportunities that are being offered by Universities 
around the Country via the TEG newsletter and informed of opportunities through Springpod.  We are also excited to announce that 
the Academy has signed up to be a part of the scholar programme as part of the ‘Brilliant Club’. This is a programme which will 
support Year 12 pupils in developing the knowledge, skills and confidence to secure a place at a competitive university. This is an 
excellent opportunity which is fully funded by the KAN programme.   

 

https://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/1118/term-dates-downloadable-versions

