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A Message from the Chaplain 
November 6th is World Let’s Stop Shouting Day. Whoever knew there was such a thing?  
It provides an opportunity to stop and reflect on the way we speak to each other or use  
capital letters on social media. 
 

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “In a gentle way, you can shake the world”. And in the Bible, 
in the Letter of James, James writes, “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 
and slow to become angry”. 
 

Heavenly Father, help us to find ways to communicate with kindness and compassion as we express what we want and 
need. Amen.  
 

Mr I Rich irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

 

Upcoming Road Closure 
 

Please click here for information from Kent County 
Council regarding local road closures scheduled to 
take place from 22nd November 2021. 

 
 
 

Pre-Public Examinations 
 

As you will be aware, for the next two weeks, all Year 11 pupils will be completing Pre Public Examinations (PPEs). This 
should be seen as their first step to success this year and will give them the platform to move on and realise their full 
potential. 
 

The most important aspect of these PPEs is for teachers to understand exactly what each individual pupil knows and for 
pupils to know exactly what they need to do to improve. 
 

Once all of the papers have been marked and moderated, all classes will have bespoke teaching plans to address the gaps 
that have been identified through the assessment process.  These plans will be in place until the next round of PPEs in 
March 2022, when the same process will take place again. By this stage, we hope pupils will have made considerable 
progress and be far closer to their goals for the year. 
 

The grades that pupils get in these PPEs will not define their year, but how they react to them will. My hope is that each 
pupil has the desire to work even harder and achieve even more. This will define their success. 
 

Although I don’t doubt for one second that the pupils’ conduct will be impeccable throughout, it is important to remind all 
pupils of the importance of the Examination Rules that are in place and the basic expectations that we have of each pupil 
with regards uniform and punctuality. This will start with arriving to the Theatre at 8:30am on Monday morning for their 
examination briefing and instructions for the first day. 
 

I sincerely wish every single pupil the very best throughout this period and am sure they will continue to be both a credit 
to themselves and the Academy. 
 
Mr L Osborn, Assistant Principal, Director of Curriculum and Assessment 
 
 

This is my seventh year at the Academy and I am enjoying my new role as Upper School SENCO. I am also 

Covid Measures  
 
Having spent the past two years washing our hands, wearing 
masks and sanitising everything we touched, perhaps we 
have all become a little complacent.  As we head into the 
winter months, it is worth us all remembering good hygiene 
practices, and make sure that we are still washing hands 
regularly, and sanitising… if only to keep away the normal 
bugs which we all fight off every winter. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE  
Upper School attendance 
has increased this week, 
well done to 10LHL who 

achieved 100% this week. 
13SCH are leading the 

attendance race for Upper 
School, closely followed by 

11NCO. 
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 Upcoming 
Events/ 
Information 
 

YEAR 11 and YEAR 13 PPEs 

These Examinations 
commence on 8th 
November and run from 
8th -19th November for 
Year 11 and from 8th -15th 
November for Year 13. 
 
 

Please click here for the 
information regarding the 
pre public examinations 
and the timetables which 
start on Monday 8th 
November. 
 
 
 
 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 

This will take place on 
Tuesday 30th November 
from 5.00pm. 
 
 

FLU AND COVID 
IMMUNISATIONS  
YEARS 7-11 
15th and 16th November. 
 

 
 

 

Remembrance Day – Thursday 11th November 
 

 

Meet the Team 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Mr Tandy 11JTE 
I’ve worked here for around 20 years now, that’s right, I was here before 
the Sports Hall, 3G, Runcie and Infinity buildings! Parents evenings take 
on a new meaning as I now see the parents I used to teach, and play 
fixtures against other PE staff who were once my pupils!! I teach PE and 
love all sports but you can’t beat the feeling of skiing down mountains 
covered in fresh snow.  
jtandy@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 

 
Mrs Groves 13LGR 
This is my eighteenth year at the Academy and I love my role as Deputy 
Head of Sixth Form.  I previously taught French and was Head of Modern 
Foreign Languages.  Now I enjoy having a Year 13 tutor group and 
working with students to help them apply to university or prepare for 
their working lives.  I am proud to be part of such a vibrant Sixth Form 
and to be in daily contact with such an inspiring group of young people.   
In my spare time I like to spend as much time as possible outdoors – 
walking, running or gardening – and travelling abroad whenever I can. 
lgroves@thejohnwallisacademy.org  
 
 
Mrs Oakley 10ROA 
I hope you all had a fantastic half term and a good rest! 
Having worked at our Academy for six years now, I feel this year will be 
our most exciting yet. Previously, I have worked within Pastoral as Head 
of Year 8 and 9 and this year I am incredibly excited to be taking on my 
new role as Head of Upper School English and also ensuring my tutor 
group (10ROA) are the most successful tutor group of the year! 
I thoroughly enjoy working at our Academy as we are very lucky to be 
able to work with such fantastic pupils and staff alike. 
 

I can’t wait to see the wonderful work that our pupils will achieve across 
this academic year! 
 

Have a great term everyone. 
roakley@thejohnwallisacademy.org  

Next Thursday we will be having a two-minute silence to 
remember those who have fought and died in conflict.  
This is an important part of our history and a day to think 
not only about wars that have gone before, but about 
wars that continue to rage.  Sixth Formers will be selling 
poppies next week in Tutor time, so please do send in 
your child with some money to buy a poppy. 
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