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20th July 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we come to the end of another exciting and successful year at the Academy, I am writing to share a few 
highlights from the final term starting with the wonderful news that our Academy Nursery has received a 
rating of ‘Outstanding’ in all areas by Ofsted. This makes the Academy one of the very few Early Years settings 
to receive the highest possible grade in all areas of the inspection.  

The Inspector was full of praise for the quality of the provision describing it as   

‘a wonderful place for children to learn and have fun.’ 

She continues to state that: 

‘The children enjoy a stimulating, caring and secure environment. Every member of staff is committed to 
assisting each child in achieving their full potential, regardless of their starting point. 

Children enter the nursery with smiles on their faces. They settle down to the activities quickly and remain 
focused for extremely long periods of time.’ 

The Ofsted Report is on available on our website and will also be published on the Ofsted website for you to 
read in depth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://johnwallis.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/EYR-Inspection-Report-EIF-FINAL-REPORT-RECEIVED-13.7.2022.pdf?t=1658315890?ts=1658315890
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We are incredibly proud of our Nursery team and all of their hard work and commitment. It is their relentless 
focus on the care and education of our youngest children which makes the Nursery such a wonderful setting. I 
am pleased that the Inspector recognised not just the commitment, but the expertise and effectiveness of the 
Nursery staff team. 

Ensuring children receive an excellent start in life is central to our Academy vision. The first five years of a 
child’s life are so important in their development and growth and we recognise the important role we have in 
their development and growth and the important role we have in serving this fantastic community and their 
children. 

Following the years of disruption caused by the pandemic, this year was always going to be a challenging one. 
The task made even harder due to unprecedented levels of sickness and absence in pupils and staff, however, I 
am extremely proud of the team here at the Academy. Staff have pulled together to ensure that we could 
reignite some of the elements of education of which children have really missed out. I am still receiving 
comments about the warmth of welcome you receive when you step through the doors, not even a global 
pandemic could stop that. 

The pupils of this school, as always, are a credit to us all. They have demonstrated an incredible amount of 
determination and resilience. Specifically, all those pupils and students sitting public exams for the first time in 
over 2 years but also those who have made the conscious effort to ensure that this year is a successful one. 
The following images give a snap-shot of some of the events and activities that have kept our pupils busy these 
past 12 months. I hope you enjoy! 

Trips and Events: 

This year has seen the return of the Thorpe Park trip for Years 8 and 9 whilst pupils from Year 10 went to Go 
Ape at Bedgebury. Lower down the Academy, our Year 6 pupils visited the Picture House and Flip Out. 
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Enrichment, After School and Holiday Clubs  

This Academic Year, we have run over 64 enrichment clubs with more than 600 pupils taking part. The latest 
addition to our wide range of enrichment activities was the introduction of the ‘Engage Us Sports Academy’, 
for children in the local area with Special Educational Needs. This is the only club of its kind in the Ashford area 
and has grown from initially running with just 3 students to now having over 15 from a wide range of local 
schools.   

We have introduced holiday clubs to the Academy to ensure a continued provision is offered during the longer 
breaks.  These clubs have been an incredible success with over 300 pupils (from a wide range of local schools) 
booked into our Summer School offer, which is being hosted on two different sites. Our holiday club 
programme is now one of the largest, if not the largest in Kent.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Leaving Events 

After years of upset and heart break, 2022 saw the return of the Year 6 Leavers’ Party, the Year 11 Leavers’ 
Prom and the Year 13 Leavers’ Ball.  This year was always going to be a little bit special as we restarted these 
grand events and the pupils didn’t let us down. The outfits, the hair, the make-up, the cars, even the dancing 
was all overshadowed by the sheer happiness and joy evident on the evenings.  The staff too had a wonderful 
time celebrating with pupils, Mr Palmer’s Take That, and Mr Shepherd’s Macarana will be etched into my 
consciousness for years to come.    
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Sports and  Physical Education 

This year saw an increase in the number of fixtures for pupils across the Academy. In total we have played 80 
matches in the 2021/22 sports season. 

We thrive at Sports at the Academy and no less so than in our boys’ and girls’ football teams. This season our 
Year 9 boys’ team won the Ashford and Folkstone District Cup final played at Homelands Ground, home of 
Ashford FC. 

In the Lower School, we have managed to take every child in every year group swimming this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performing with the Royal Shakespeare Company at the Marlowe Theatre  

Pupils from The John Wallis Academy performing on the Marlowe Theatre main stage, alongside the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. 
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CCF and Duke of Edinburgh  

We, once again, got the opportunity to reconnect with the great outdoors. Pupils engaged in the CCF 
(Combined Cadet Force) and those studying for their Duke of Edinburgh Awards both had Summer sleep overs 
in the Kent countryside. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benenden Partnership 

2021/22 has seen a massive relaunch of our face-to-face partnership work with Benenden School. Whilst we 
kept in touch during the pandemic it has been wonderful for our pupils to visit the Girls school and have them 
come and visit us here at the Academy. 

The Benenden Mentors sessions were a highlight for our Year 11 pupils with lots of excitement and new 
friendships created as pupils finally met in person (and enjoyed a slice of Pizza or two). 
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Appearance on BBC News and local newspapers   

This year, we collectively cheered on ex-student, Rose Ayling-Ellis, in Strictly Come Dancing; we opened the 
Lower School Library with a little help from our friends at the McArthur Glen Outlet and our new ‘Engage Up 
Academy’ made the news.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kent Academies Network 

As part of the Kent Academies Network (KAN) Programme, students from the Academy had the opportunity to 
visit Cambridge University. We have 21 pupils working on the KAN programme and 2 Year 12 pupils working 
with Benenden School on our Oxbridge University prep programme.  
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Legacy work of our Sixth Form Prefects 

This year, more than ever before our Prefects have played a pivotal role in helping shape the priorities and 
plans for the future of this Academy. 

As prefects our 6th form team have welcomed many guests to the Academy, given speeches and talks at events 
and created a plan for positive change. The following works are based on their ideas and dreams. 

1) A wildflower meadow; This summer we are installing the start of our very own spiritual garden, wild 
flower meadow. Over time this will become a space for refection and connection with nature. It will be 
a quiet space for children to go to when they need some down time or to have someone with whom 
they can talk. 

2) Recycling and Sustainability: In the Autumn term of 2022, the new prefects of 2022/23 will be hosting 
the first Ashford Sustainability Student Conference. This will be exploring ways in which children can 
help lead their schools in the fight against climate change.  

3) Mentoring: Year 13 students have been reading and mentoring some of our youngest pupils in Lower 
School – this was a programme that the 6th Form Prefect Team wanted to create and it is now 
flourishing. We intend to expand on this vision and programme next year. 

 

And finally… 

On 25th March 2022, we invited Mr McParland back to the Academy to give him a proper farewell celebration. 
Due to lockdown, Mr McParland didn’t get the opportunity to say goodbye properly in 2020. We invited a host 
of Academy friends to help us say farewell and officially re-name our Lower School building as ‘The McParland 
Building’.  
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Farewells and Thank You 

Unfortunately, it is the time of year when we have to say goodbye to members of staff who are leaving the 
Academy. This year we say a special thank you and farewell to Mr Shepherd, Vice Principal Upper School, and 
Ms Walton, Vice Principal, Middle School. 

 

Mr Shepherd joined the Academy on 1st September 2010 having previously worked 
with Mr McParland at St. Simon Stock Catholic School.  During his time at the 
Academy Mr Shepherd has taken on a number of significant roles within the 
Academy. He has taught Mathematics and acted as Head of Maths in 2010/11 and 
2011/12 and led the Maths department to the 1st percentile nationally. 
 
Over the years, Mr Shepherd has been responsible for: writing the Time Table; 
Assessment and reporting; Teaching and Learning; co-ordinating the SEF; data 

analysis; Benenden link; Teach First lead; managing Cover; Behaviour and Learning; Designated Safeguarding 
Lead; line managing various departments/subjects and had 10 consecutive years of positive Progress 8 or 
value added.  
 
Most recently, Mr Shepherd has been the Head of Upper School, Vice Principal and has overseen the Upper 
School throughout the difficult period of lockdown and ensured that the standards and expectations remained 
in place throughout. 
 
Mr Shepherd was a crucial part of the leadership team which transformed the Academy from a school with 
serious weaknesses into the school of choice in the Ashford.   
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I have only worked with Mr Shepherd for the past two years of his long and committed service to the 
Community of The John Wallis Church of England Academy. He is an exceptionally decent human being from 
whom I have learnt a lot. The children, the families and the staff of this community owe Mr Shepherd a lot of 
praise and gratitude for everything he has achieved and done for them. The Academy is better place because 
of Mr Shepherd directly. 
 
Ms Walton also joined the Academy in September 2010 as an Assistant Principal. 
Like Mr Shepherd, she joined the Academy as part of Mr McParland’s John Wallis 
revolution and has since played a significant role in improving the lives and 
outcomes for hundreds of young people and their families.  
 
During her 12 year service, Ms Walton has taken on a wide range of roles 
including: Curriculum, Teaching and Learning; Alternative Curriculum; Pastoral 
Care; Behaviour for Learning and Safeguarding (as Deputy DSL).  Ms Walton led on 
initiatives across the whole Academy from Transition from KS2 to 3, 3 to 4 and 4 
to 5; ITT and NQT Training and Development as well as co-ordinating CPD and Staff Welfare. She led on both 
Academic achievement, behaviour and Pastoral care across Year 7 to 11, as well as leading our Primary phase 
in 2013 for six months following staff absence. Throughout her time as Assistant Principal, Ms Walton Line 
Managed all core subjects as well as other subsidiary subjects and was the Vocational Lead and Quality 
Nominee.  Ms Walton was the lead co-ordinator for the Benenden Mentoring Programme and the Kent 
Academies Network University Access Programme. 

In 2021, Ms Walton was promoted to the position of Vice Principal and Head of Middle School.  Ms Walton’s 
role in the Academy’s improvement has been a significant one. Her commitment, hard work and dedication to 
the pupils of this Academy are immense.  Ms Walton is a force for good and wants to help every single child in 
the Academy. There are times when I have been lost for words at the amount of information she keeps in her 
head about the children and families of this community.  
 
Again, like Mr Shepherd, I have only worked with Ms Walton for a relatively small part of her John Wallis 
adventures, but have been blessed to have known her, to have worked with her and see her in action. 
 
Ms Walton a larger than life personality in the heart of The John Wallis community. She will be missed, as we 
wish her all the very best in her new role in Maidstone.  
 
I am sure that parents and carers will join with me in thanking Ms Walton and Mr Shepherd for their service to 
this Academy.  They deserve our praise and gratitude for everything that they have given us as a school. 
 
We are also saying Goodbye to the following members of staff: 

Miss Amy Ross Mrs Sue Scott      Miss Munashe Muchena Mrs Rachel Playle 
Mrs Emma Rouse Miss Hannah Watson Miss Aastha Rai Mrs Emma Jeffree 
Ms Cherry Franklin Mr Charles Smith Mr Ali Bahcaci Miss Laura Gill 
Mrs Helen Brown Miss Aimee Waters Miss Emma Shaw  Mr Nigel Rudkin 
Mrs Nikki Bolton 
Mrs Kathy Hewett 

Mr Ethan Ashington Mr Joao Caridade Mr Ed Wright  
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Also ,we are having to say goodbye and good luck to: Mr Ross Twyman, Director of Religious Education; and 
Mr Christopher Nicholas, Director of Sport. We say goodbye to two members of staff who are retiring: Miss Jill 
Harrison, Teacher Nursery/Reception; and Jennifer Wilson, Lower School Teaching Assistant. We wish both Jill 
and Jennifer every happiness in their retirement. 

Mr Twyman has been a teacher at the Academy since 2006 and is one of the hardest working professionals I 
have ever had the pleasure of working with. His dedication and commitment, his love and compassion have 
supported hundreds of young people in his many years of service.  

We wish Mr Twyman all the very best in his new exciting position and know he will continue to change lives for 
the better wherever he works. He deserves a very special mention as he is a very special part of our school 
community. 

Mr Nicholas joined that Academy in 2011 and has transformed the PE and Sports department in his 11 years 
working here.  Mr Nicholas is a very talented teacher and he leaves his department in an exceptionally strong 
position. Mr Nicholas has been appointed to a position of Assistant Principal and whilst we are sad to see him 
leave, we know he will have an incredible impact on lots of children and young people in his new role.  

Miss Harrison, joined the Academy in 2005 and has taken on a number of key roles in both the predecessor 
Primary School (Linden Grove) and in the Academy .  Miss Harrison has worked as a teacher in Nursery, 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. Miss Harrison has led the Primary RE Curriculum and the Primary worship 

Mrs Wilson’s time goes back even further than the predecessor school (Linden Grove) as she joined Stanhope 
Infant School in 1992!  Mrs Wilson has been a Teaching Assistant throughout her career and was a Reading 
Recovery Teacher at Linden Grove. During her career, Mrs Wilson has worked in all of the Primary Year Groups 
and has worked in Year 4 this year.  

To all our leavers, we wish them all the very best in their new positions. You are all part of The John Wallis 
Church of England family and will remain so.  

Summer Communication for September 

In the week beginning 18th August, I will be writing to all parents and carers with information and plans for the 
new Academic Year. This will include and introduction to new staff joining the Academy, introductions to new 
tutors and any important information about the start of term.  On 1st September, parents and carers will 
receive an email advising them of their child’s Tutor Group and Tutor room for the new academic year along 
with arrangements for the first day of term. 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a wonderful summer holiday.  Stay safe and have fun. We look forward to 
seeing you in September. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr Damian McBeath 
Principal 


