
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

13th October 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As ever, new systems evolve and the implementation of Get Set is no different. 
 
Last year, ‘Get Set’ was used primarily as a means of preparation for new learning. The idea of 
practice being completed in the presence of the teacher/expert still holds true.  
 
However, many faculties have now discovered and enabled platforms that enable the practice 
element to still take place out of the classroom without impacting on the progress/engagement of 
the pupil. Platforms such as ‘Dr Frost’, which give immediate feedback to questions, and imbed a 
verified video to demonstrate how it should be done is a perfect example of an alternative ‘Get Set’ 
task. Humanities have been using Seneca Learning for numerous years in a similar fashion. 
 
Some key principles of ‘Get Set’ remain unchanged though. The culture of success in greater 
understanding should be the motivating factor for pupils to complete it. An increased ability to 
engage in new learning, and actively participate in lessons should breed a culture of others wanting 
to join in that success and maximise their potential. 
 
The attached document is what I sent out last year and fundamentally has not changed. Please 
familiarise yourselves with it when you have the time. 
 
Much discussion took place at the end of last year regarding timetables and when ‘Get Set’ was 
actually issued. Following those talks, we will move away from the rigid timetable and move to a 
more common sense/flexible approach where no more than 2 ‘Get Sets’ per week (per subject) are 
assigned to pupils (Y7-11). Tasks shouldn’t exceed 25 minutes in length and will not be required for 
the following day. More importantly, ‘Get Set’ is applied when necessary and not because it is 
compulsory. 
 
Should you have any comments or questions regarding this, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Lee Osborn 
Assistant Principal: Data and Assessment 
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‘Get Set’ 
The New Approach to Homework 

 
This year, we are replacing traditional Homework with a new approach called ‘Get Set’.  
As an Academy, we are committed to excellence and this is with the work students do both in and 
away from the Academy. We are continually striving to give students every opportunity to be as 
successful as they possibly can and in order to do that, they need to learn and gain knowledge which 
they can apply forever. 
 
Homework has normally involved pupils going home and doing further practice on themes they have 
been taught in their lessons. However, what should a pupil do if they get home and can’t do those 
tasks? Ask a parent? Try and Google the answer? Whilst these are commendable acts, they aren’t the 
ideal. Our vision is that the best person to support the pupil is their teacher and as such the practice 
element will take place in the classroom, with even greater scrutiny from the teachers over what pupils 
are working on.  
 
The concept behind Get Set, is that pupils will be coming to lessons more prepared than ever. The 
tasks they will be set will be open ended, providing no barriers to what the pupil can do. It will inform 
and prepare pupils for what they will be learning in subsequent lessons. This will mean pupils can 
actively participate and share knowledge they may have already gained on the subject matter they will 
be learning.   
 
Why do we want to do this? As the illustration below indicates, there are numerous benefits to this 
approach. It has been trialled with numerous groups already and the positive outcomes have already 
been seen. 
 
We want all pupils to be able to work at home in a way that doesn’t inhibit their potential or reduce 
their enjoyment of learning.  
  



 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice In The 
Classroom

Pupils work 
directly with 
the expert

Immediate 
feedback is 

given to pupils

More 
misconceptions 

addressed 
instantly

Develops 
greater pupil 
confidence

Promotes 
discussion and 

explanation 
with peers

More effective 
use of pupil 

time

Get Set Activities

Ensures ‘no 
wasted time’

Improves pupil 
wellbeing

Promotes family 
engagement in 
pupils’ activities

Pupils won’t seek 
help from non-

experts

Open ended 
activities ensure 

there are no 
limiting factors

Prepares pupils 
for what they 

‘will be’ learning

‘Get Set’ 
The New Approach to Homework 

 


