
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

27th January 2023 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Industrial Action 
 
As you will be aware, teaching members of the National Education Union (NEU) have voted to take industrial 
action on four days over the coming months, the first of which is Wednesday, 1st February 2023.  
 
Whilst staff are under no obligation to inform their employer of their intentions surrounding the strike days, I 
am grateful that, due to the commitment our staff feel towards the community, many have come forward to 
inform us of their decision thus enabling us to make an early decision on this matter. 
 
In making our decision, regarding school capacity, we have conducted a risk assessment to review the 
number of teaching colleagues who have indicated their intention to strike and the availability of staff to 
cover lessons. Unfortunately, the disruption means it will not be possible to operate as normal on 1st 
February. 
 
The Academy will remain open for children in Years 6, 11 and 13. Given that pupils within these year groups 
have important external examinations in the near future, we will endeavour, as much as possible to run the 
timetable as close to normal for these pupils.  
 
We will also be offering the opportunity for children in Reception, Years 1 and 2 to attend. 
Lessons in Reception, Years 1 and 2 will not be following the usual timetable and may potentially be 
combined depending on numbers.  Our Nursery will be operating as normal.  
 
We will be closed for pupils in Years 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 except for vulnerable pupils. Parents and carers 
of those deemed to be vulnerable will be contacted on Monday, 30th January. 
 
The Academy day will begin at 8.45am on Wednesday 1st February and pupils should go directly to Period 1 
(Middle and Upper) or their classroom (Lower School) for registration. Breakfast Club will run as normal for 
those pupils who wish to attend. 
 
It is also our intention to open the Academy at lunch time, to provide a hot meal for all pupils who receive 
free school meals.  Pupils wishing to partake of their lunch on 1st February should arrive in full uniform and 
enter via the Millbank Road entrance to the Academy.  Pupils will be directed to the Academy Restaurant by 
staff and will not go out onto the Academy site.  Pupils will be expected to leave the Academy site once they 
have eaten their lunch.  Lunch will be served at the following times: 
 

Lower School Pupils (Years 3 and 4) - 12.00-  12.30pm 
Middle School (Years 5, 7 and 8) - 1.00pm - 1.30pm 
Upper School (Years 9, 10 and 12) - 1.30pm - 2.00pm 

 



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

The Year 8 Options Evening was due to take place on Thursday 2nd March and given that this day clashes with 
proposed further strike action, we will be moving this to Wednesday 1st March 2023.  Further information 
will be sent to parents and carers of Year 8 pupils in due course. 
 
We will be reviewing how our plans for this first strike day unfold to inform our decisions for further days of 
action, but again these decisions will be based on risk assessment. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr Damian McBeath 
Principal 
 


