
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

20th January 2023 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to the first of our bi-weekly updates. This year it is our ambition to keep you up-to-date with all of 
the events and news from around the Academy regularly. The newsletter has been prepared in two parts; 
within this first section I will be sharing any whole school news and information with a second part aimed at 
sharing ‘what’s been happening’ from each of the three different phases of the Academy; the Lower School, 
Middle School and Upper School.   

2023 has started extremely well for the Academy with pupils in all year groups working exceptionally hard. We 
have seen the launch of our new restaurant, Brewhouse and Grab-and-Go street food pod and have had really 
useful few days with our Academy improvement partners early last week.  

As always, there is lots we can do to improve the quality of what is happening within the Academy and we 
continue to work on those things which will make the biggest difference. We are all committed to making The 
John Wallis Academy a great school for your children and know that there is more that we can and must do to 
keep on improving. Specifically, this term we are working on: 

• Improving reading across the Academy; 
• Improving attendance in all year groups; 
• Embedding our brand new curriculum; 
• Improving communications with parents;  
• Reducing the amount of time children are queueing for at lunch time; 
• Preparing for the building to start on a brand new toilet block in the Trinity Building. 

 
Chair of Governors’ service to Education is rewarded within the Kings first New Year’s Honours list. 

Dr Rupert Evenett, Chair of Governors at The John Wallis Church of England Academy, was awarded an MBE in 
the New Year’s Honours List for services to education.  
 
Dr Evenett who is also Chair of the Governing Body at Christ the King Sixth Form, South London, and member 
of the Benenden School Council, has fifteen years’ experience as a school governor. He has been a trustee for 
Alzheimer’s Research UK, member of Council at Goldsmith’s University of London, Chair of a national charity 
‘The Trust for Conservation Volunteers’ and a Trustee of the Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich.  
Dr Evenett joined the Governing Body at the Academy in September 2021 and was appointed to the role of 
Chair in January 2022.    
 



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

Dr Evenett said “The honour is a thrill and of course it’s an institutional recognition.  I am delighted now to be 
working with The John Wallis Church of England Academy to build on its strengths and help take it forward to 
the next level of success.”  
 
Teacher Strikes Planned for February and March 2023 

As you may be aware, the National Education Union (NEU), have held ballots of their members on industrial 
action. The outcome of which is the declaration of strike action on the following days: 
 

• Wednesday 1 February 2023: all eligible members in England and Wales.  

• Thursday 2 March 2023: all eligible members in the following English regions: London, Southeast, 
South West.  

• Wednesday 15 March 2023: all eligible members in England and Wales.  

• Thursday 16 March 2023: all eligible members in England and Wales.  

As Principal, I am committed to keeping the school open where this is practically possible and safe to do so. If 
there are not enough members of staff to safely have pupils on site, we will undertake a partial school closure 
for some year groups or full closure for all year groups. 
 
We will endeavour, where possible, regardless of industrial action to have sufficient staff on site to welcome 
vulnerable children into the school, whilst prioritising the younger year groups and students in Year 11/13 with 
external examinations this year.  

I will keep you updated with any further important information as it arises. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to speak to me or a member of our Senior Leadership Team. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding during this time. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Damian McBeath 
Principal 
 


