
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

26th May 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

I am writing to inform you that Ms Katie Walton, Vice Principal, Head of Middle School, will be leaving 

the Academy at the end of this Academic Year. Ms Walton has been successful in an application to 

become a Deputy Head at school in Maidstone. 

Ms Walton has worked with children and families of The John Wallis Church of England Academy for 12 

years. In that time, Ms Walton has dedicated herself to transforming the lives of hundreds of young 

people in our school community and in many cases provided support for families too.  Ms Walton has 

given her time and her commitment to make this school what it is today. She lives and breathes and 

personifies the LIGHT values and will be missed by us all. 

She leaves behind an incredible legacy and I am sure you will join me in thanking her for everything she 

has done for our Academy and wish her every success in her new position. 

I am also delighted to inform you that following a round of interviews last week, we have made two 

new appointments to the Academy. 

Mr Jon Richardson will be joining the Academy as Senior Vice Principal from September. He is currently 

a Senior Leader at New Line Learning Academy in Maidstone, and has a strong track record of Senior 

leadership and school improvement at a great school.  

The pool of candidates for this position was incredibly strong and we are delighted with this 

appointment, knowing the significant value it will add to the Academy. 

I am also delighted to announce, at this point, that Mr Steve Davies will be taking up the position of  

Vice Principal, Head of Middle School. 

Mr Davies has worked at The John Wallis Church of England Academy for 6 years. He is currently the 

Director of Faculty for English and Modern Foreign Languages and has maintained consistently strong 

Academic outcomes during his time as leader of this subject. In previous roles, Mr Davies has worked 

as a Headteacher, a Head of School and a Vice Principal. He brings with him a wealth of knowledge and 

experience and I am sure that parents and carers will join with me in passing on their congratulations 

to Mr Davies. 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

It is pleasing that as well as attracting strong Senior Leaders from outside the Academy we have been 

able to make an internal appointment to the position of Vice Principal. The strength of depth within 

our teaching team is a real strength of the Academy and one we will continue to build on in the years 

to come. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Damian McBeath 

Principal 

 


