
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

(An audio version of this letter is available here). 
 
14th September 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It is with great sadness that I write to you following the announcement of the passing of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. Our deepest sympathies and condolences are with the Royal Family at this incredibly sad time. Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was hugely respected and adored for her unfailing duty, sincerity and optimism. 
She was unlike any other monarch in our history and earned the widest respect not only in the UK but across 
the world. As the nation’s longest reigning monarch, she will be remembered in years to come for advocating 
a strong sense of community. She was steadfast and wise, devoted to putting duty first and embodying the 
best of qualities. Her Majesty’s dedication to the UK and the Commonwealth is unparalleled and we thank her 
for her selfless and inspirational service.  
 
The John Wallis Academy community will now observe the national period of mourning. During this time, we 
will continue to support our pupils, families and staff and throughout this period of national grief, the well-
being of our pupils remains our priority and we will support them as necessary.  On Friday 9th September we 
held a service for all pupils in the Academy, which enabled all to reflect upon the sense of community we hold. 
 
A Prayer for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

 
Gracious God, We give thanks for the life of your servant Queen Elizabeth; for her grace 
and dignity; for her example of loving, faithful service and dedication to duty and for the 

strong faith she always had in you. Bless our nation as we mourn her death and give 
strength to her family as they grieve in their loss. May her example continue to inspire 

us. Help us to follow her example of dedication as we also commit our lives to you and to 
one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Last week, saw our pupils return to The John Wallis Academy in an outstanding fashion, they immersed 
themselves back into learning with ease and have really thrived on all aspects of our school curriculum.  It is 
great to see so many of our pupils representing our school in a positive light, wearing the correct uniform and 
meeting our shared expectations daily.  
 
We understand and appreciate that getting back into the routine after the long summer break can be 
challenging, our staff have handled this with care and provided the love, support and guidance during this 
transition period.  
 
To this letter I attach our uniform expectations for both our Upper School and Sixth Form, please take a 
moment with your child/ren to ensure they are appropriately dressed for school each day. We value our high 
expectations of uniform and we work with pupils where they fail to meet these standards.  

https://tjwa-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/dwaller_thejohnwallisacademy_org/ETEOGi_uMe5DmjscAYNiuc4BJqQpriAA8XRtodI316cFsw?e=aCtn1m


 

 
  
 

 
 

 

In relation to other changes, we have made amendments to our Behaviour Policy, we understand and 
appreciate that this impacts very few pupils within our Academy but want to ensure our teaching staff are well 
equipped to tackle any low-level disruption which may be apparent in the classroom.  Teachers have adapted 
their practices very quickly, working through the process of ‘State’, ‘Warning’, ‘Action’ and ‘Transfer’, this also 
supports pupils by being placed in a ‘Restorative Room’ before the ‘Transfer’ takes place. Pupils have been 
taught these new routines within our Assemblies and Tutor periods and have adapted very quickly to our 
revised model.  
 
We have so much to look forward to in the Upper School, with our Year 10 pupils commencing a series of trips 
this week, visiting the Tate Modern and The Globe Theatre in London, Kent University for a University taster 
day and a careers day held at the Academy. Our Year 12 and Year 13 students have been introduced to their 
new Sixth Form study area, an incredible space to study. Our new Chapel has been completed and our new 
library is being launched in the next week. We also have nearly completed our wild meadow garden where 
bespoke interventions will take place to support our pupils. We also have a brand-new outside seating area for 
all of our pupils to enjoy during their break time and lunch times with friends. To conclude the week Year 12 
are receiving a seminar later this week on revisions skills and how to maximise their study.  
 
Should you have any questions or queries please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s Form Tutor. 
 
I thank you for your support,  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
J Richardson 
 
 
Mr J Richardson 
Senior Vice Principal  
Head of Upper School 



 

  

 
 

 
Academy Uniform Policy – Years 7 -11 (Updated: April 2022) 

 
 

 EXPECTED  NOT PERMITTED 

✓ Academy blazer.   

✓ Middle School red tie (Years 7 and 8)/Academy tie (Years 
9-11) which must be worn at appropriate length. (One 
hand’s width above the waistband). 

  

✓ Academy tank top (except when permission has been 
given by the Principal). 

 Hoodies are not part of the Academy uniform and should 

not be worn on site. 

✓ A white shirt or blouse.  Buttoned to the neck and tucked 
in. Short, ¾ sleeve or long. 

 An open necked shirt.  

A visible tee-shirt. 

An exposed midriff. 

✓ Black school trousers.  Jean-style, frayed, leggings, Lycra, decorated or casual 

trousers. 

✓ Academy skirt, worn to the knee.   Any non-Academy skirt. 

✓ Plain black tights. 

Plain black or white socks. 
 Patterned tights, coloured/ patterned 

socks, trainer socks. 

✓ All black shoes or polishable trainers suitable for school. 
(Leather/Leather look). 

 “Slipper-style” shoes or shoes with the backs crushed so 
that they slip on and off (these styles are unsafe for 
school wear). Plimsolls, canvas trainers, skater shoes, 
visible boots, Ugg-style boots or pumps and training 
shoes with a logo or reflective designs are not permitted. 

✓ Black or grey Hijab  Other colours. 

✓ Outdoor coats must be of a dark colour and without 
logos. (exceptions may be made for pupils who cycle 
wanting to wear reflective clothing). 

 Other colours/logos 

✓ Bags must be of a dark colour with no logo and suitable 
for carrying A4 books. Academy bags are available. 

 Other colours/logos 

✓ A plain, narrow (2.5cm or less), black belt with a buckle.  Coloured belts, belts with embellishments, or wide belts. 
No scarves. 

✓ Pupils with shoulder length hair or longer can choose to 
tie their hair back. 
 

Shoulder length hair or longer hair must be tied back 
when participating in practical lessons (PE, Science, 
Design and Technology, Dance and Construction).  Pupils 
will be expected to bring in hair ties for these subjects. 
 
All hair accessories including Alice bands, clips or combs 
must be plain black.  Shaved hair must be grade 1 or 
above. 
 

Hair must only be of a single natural colour. 

 Shaved hair must be no shorter than a grade 1. 

Hair should not be cut in any styles which may be 
considered to be extreme  

 
The Principal will have the final decision on any hair style 
which is considered extreme. 

✓ A single small gold or silver stud earring may be worn in 
each ear. A watch is permitted. 

 Other jewellery or facial piercings. 

✓ Subtle, unobtrusive makeup is permitted.  Nail varnish/ false nails. 

   Headphones.   
Phones must be kept switched off and in bags. 

 



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

Sixth Form Uniform at The John Wallis Academy 

 

At the John Wallis Academy Sixth Form, you must dress formally, as if for business or 

formal office work. Sixth Form students' clothes must be smart, modest and safe. Students 

must avoid displaying extremes of fashion. 

 

Dress code: 
• Leather shoes – This does not include black trainers that can be polished 
• Trousers 
• Formal jacket or blazer (Optional but recommended) 
• Shirt and tie 
• A smart jumper with no large logos 
• Skirt / Dress/ Trousers 
• Blouse or shirt 
• Tops must not have thin straps and must cover the stomach 
• You must wear your lanyard at all times 

 
Hair: 

Students' hair should be well-kept, clean and moderate in style and treatment; artificial 

streaks or colouring that stand out in any way will not be allowed. Male students must be 

clean-shaven. The Academy reserves the right to ask students to cut their hair, change 

their hairstyle or shave facial hair if their presentation falls below an acceptable level. 

 
Trousers: 

Trousers must be smart and plain. Jeans, tracksuits, cords, leggings and casual trousers 

will not be allowed. 

 



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

Jewellery: 

Jewellery must be discreet and minimal. Nose studs must be clear and discreet. 
 

Shoes: 

Shoes must be appropriately practical and sensible. Heels of medium height, if reasonably 

robust, are acceptable. Stilettos, trainers, canvas shoes, open toe sandals and Ugg-type 

boots will not be allowed. 

 
Overcoats: 

To save parents money we do not specify a Sixth Form overcoat, raincoat or anorak. 

However, coats should be of a dark colour (navy blue, dark grey or black) and smart. 

Brightly coloured jackets/anoraks, hooded sports sweatshirts, or garments with a logo or 

brand name are not acceptable. Any final guidance on the Sixth Form dress code is at the 

discretion of the Principal. 
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