
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
23rd June 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

I am delighted to be able to write to you to share exciting news for all pupils and students of The John Wallis 
Church of England Academy.  

Central to our core purpose and Christian values, we are building a brand new 80 seater Chapel which will act 
as a place of worship for all pupils, staff and our wider Academy and Parish communities. The Chapel will be a 
calming place for pupils to engage in spiritual reflection, prayers and/or just have time for calm and peace. The 
Chapel will be accessible for children of all faiths and for those with none. It is a significant development for 
the Academy and one we are delighted to be able to provide. 

In other news, we know that many studies have shown how reading for pleasure makes a big difference to 
children’s educational performance.  Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment everyday not 
only perform better in reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased 
general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures. 

In fact, reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child does well at school rather than their 
social or economic background. 

Reading is the single most import activity children can engage in 

It is for this reason, that I am delighted to share the news 
that work has already started on a brand new purpose 
built Academy Library.  

Pupils have already noticed the fences and hoardings that 
have been set up around the base of the Infinity building. 
We anticipate the building works to be complete for 
September and will be accessible for all pupils in the 
Middle and Upper School.  



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

The Library will be at the heart of the school and 
provide pupils and students with a relaxing and quiet 
environment to read and to study.  In launching the new 
Library, we will be starting a campaign to get all children 
reading more for pleasure.  

Lots and lots of books! 

 

 

 

Alongside the Library we are creating a brand new Sixth Form Centre which includes: 

• More space for our growing Sixth Form Cohort 
• Improved kitchen facilities 
• More common and study spaces in which students can work 
• Bookable offices for students to use as study rooms 
• Private meeting and conference space for students 
• A retractable glass panel wall with access to the new Library 

 

 

(Computer Aided Designs of the new Library and Sixth Form Centre) 



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

The new Sixth Form and Library are based in the centre the school, and will be fundamental to the new 
Academy Vision and 5-Year Plan.  Excellence, visible at the heart of the school. The design has been described 
as ambitious and exceptionally well organised and we cannot wait to see the Library fill with pupils and 
students in September. 

In the meantime, can I ask you to encourage your child to pick up a book and read lots. If your child already 
loves reading then encourage them to read more. Even if you have older children, read to them. Fill their 
world with stories and fables. 

It is the most important thing we can do together to support your child to be successful.  Our new reading 
campaign will be starting with the launch of the new Library in September. 

I hope this news is received with the same excitement amongst pupils, parents and carers as it has been with 
staff.  We cannot wait! 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr Damian McBeath 
Principal 

 

 


