
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

20th January 2023 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to the first of our bi-weekly updates. This year it is our ambition to keep you up-to-date with all of 
the events and news from around the Academy regularly. The newsletter has been prepared in two parts; 
within this first section I will be sharing any whole school news and information with a second part aimed at 
sharing ‘what’s been happening’ from each of the three different phases of the Academy; the Lower School, 
Middle School and Upper School.   

2023 has started extremely well for the Academy with pupils in all year groups working exceptionally hard. We 
have seen the launch of our new restaurant, Brewhouse and Grab-and-Go street food pod and have had really 
useful few days with our Academy improvement partners early last week.  

As always, there is lots we can do to improve the quality of what is happening within the Academy and we 
continue to work on those things which will make the biggest difference. We are all committed to making The 
John Wallis Academy a great school for your children and know that there is more that we can and must do to 
keep on improving. Specifically, this term we are working on: 

• Improving reading across the Academy; 
• Improving attendance in all year groups; 
• Embedding our brand new curriculum; 
• Improving communications with parents;  
• Reducing the amount of time children are queueing for at lunch time; 
• Preparing for the building to start on a brand new toilet block in the Trinity Building. 

 
Chair of Governors’ service to Education is rewarded within the Kings first New Year’s Honours list. 

Dr Rupert Evenett, Chair of Governors at The John Wallis Church of England Academy, was awarded an MBE in 
the New Year’s Honours List for services to education.  
 
Dr Evenett who is also Chair of the Governing Body at Christ the King Sixth Form, South London, and member 
of the Benenden School Council, has fifteen years’ experience as a school governor. He has been a trustee for 
Alzheimer’s Research UK, member of Council at Goldsmith’s University of London, Chair of a national charity 
‘The Trust for Conservation Volunteers’ and a Trustee of the Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich.  
Dr Evenett joined the Governing Body at the Academy in September 2021 and was appointed to the role of 
Chair in January 2022.    
 



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

Dr Evenett said “The honour is a thrill and of course it’s an institutional recognition.  I am delighted now to be 
working with The John Wallis Church of England Academy to build on its strengths and help take it forward to 
the next level of success.”  
 
Teacher Strikes Planned for February and March 2023 

As you may be aware, the National Education Union (NEU), have held ballots of their members on industrial 
action. The outcome of which is the declaration of strike action on the following days: 
 

• Wednesday 1 February 2023: all eligible members in England and Wales.  

• Thursday 2 March 2023: all eligible members in the following English regions: London, Southeast, 
South West.  

• Wednesday 15 March 2023: all eligible members in England and Wales.  

• Thursday 16 March 2023: all eligible members in England and Wales.  

As Principal, I am committed to keeping the school open where this is practically possible and safe to do so. If 
there are not enough members of staff to safely have pupils on site, we will undertake a partial school closure 
for some year groups or full closure for all year groups. 
 
We will endeavour, where possible, regardless of industrial action to have sufficient staff on site to welcome 
vulnerable children into the school, whilst prioritising the younger year groups and students in Year 11/13 with 
external examinations this year.  

I will keep you updated with any further important information as it arises. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to speak to me or a member of our Senior Leadership Team. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding during this time. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Damian McBeath 
Principal 
 



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
20th January 2023 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 
Lord Jesus,  

You came to bring us life in all its fullness.  
As we journey together, may all at The John Wallis Academy weave together a tapestry of Love, Inspiration, 

Empowerment and Joy.  
May each one of us grow in your likeness, as we strive to become all you call us to be. We pray that all become 

‘Strong in Faith' and love others.  
We make our prayer through Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 
 
After an extremely busy first few weeks of term it is great to write to share some of our successes. Firstly, our pupils 
have all settled back in to the routine of school so well after the Christmas break, we recognise that strong routines 
are essential and we’ve been particularly impressed how all have embraced learning and enjoyed the challenge of 
each school day.  
 
Over the past few weeks, we have welcomed parents and carers of our Sixth Form into the Academy to meet their 
teachers, I know how purposeful these conversations are and the feedback especially positive. We’ve launched a 
new reward system, highlighting the incredible work of our pupils supported and underpinned by our LIGHT values. 
And we’ve also launched a brand-new attendance strategy.  
 
This term, instead of writing to you weekly, I will aim to collate all the positive news stories and share fortnightly to 
ensure you are kept up to date of the happenings within the Upper School. I hope you continue to find this method 
of communication supportive, helpful and enables you an insight into all the goings on within the Academy. Please 
also be reminded of our Parent Forum on Wednesday 1st February from 6pm – 7pm where you can join myself and 
the Upper School team to discuss a range of topics. A Booking form is available in the ‘Forms’ section on Edulink for 
those of you who wish to attend. 
 
LIGHT rewards: 
This term we have launched our LIGHT rewards. Each week 
within our Collective Worship, a pupil will be awarded a badge to 
add to their blazer, these being issued for LOVE, INTEGRITY, 
GENEROSITY, HOPE and TOLERANCE. Pupils will also be invited to 
an afternoon Hot Chocolate and treats in the Restaurant at 
2:30pm on Friday to enjoy a special ‘well done’ with the Upper 
School team. We started this last week with Year 9 and Year 10, 
see the photo of our excellent pupils enjoying the drinks.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

ATTENDANCE: 
We firstly thank you for your support in ensuring your child attends the Academy each day, we know that any 
missed time from school can have a detrimental impact upon your child’s progress so attendance to school is such 
an important factor to success. This term we have launched three new strategies for pupils, they include: 
 

• Focus Fortnight 
o This is a challenge for all pupils to attend school for 10 consecutive days without missing a day of 

school. This term we are going to be running two focus fortnights. The dates are indicated below. 
o Focus Fortnight 1: Monday 9th January – Friday 20th January 
o Focus Fortnight 2: Monday 23rd January – Friday 3rd February 
o Pupils who achieve 100% during a focus fortnight will receive a reward afternoon during the final 

week of term.  
• Attendance Mentoring 

o All pupils that are currently below 95% attendance will be allocated an attendance mentor, this will 
be a member of the Upper School team which could include their form tutor, head of year, or 
pastoral support manager.  

o The attendance mentor is there to check in on attendance and to support and encourage positive 
attendance to school but also understand what potential barriers to school might be and place 
additional support where required.  

o The attendance mentor will also recognise successes and improvements in attendance. 
• Term 3 - 95% and above target 

o Although many pupils have attendance of well in excess of 95%, all pupils who meet this 
percentage this term will be able to join an afternoon of reward during the final week of term.  

 
What will your child be learning this term? 
Below, you will find what your child will be learning this term, it’s important for you as a parent/carer to 
understand, engage and discuss with your child their learning journey which will support your child’s engagement 
within school. Please also find a direct link to our curriculum pages on the website for additional reading.  Ignite 0-
19 Curriculum (google.com) 
 
To support other communication which has been sent out, please see the link below which takes you straight to the 
‘Letters home’ section on the website. Letters Home - The John Wallis Academy 
 
Please find a direct link to our uniform expectations. Uniform - The John Wallis Academy 
 
There are a number of events taking place this term of which I would like to remind you, please refer to the 
Calendar on our website which also lists the key dates through the academic year.  
 
I thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Mr J Richardson (jrichardson@thejohnwallisacademy.org) 
Senior Vice Principal - Head of Upper School 

https://sites.google.com/thejohnwallisacademy.org/ignitecurriculum/home
https://sites.google.com/thejohnwallisacademy.org/ignitecurriculum/home
https://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/155/letters-home-1
https://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/310/uniform
https://www.thejohnwallisacademy.org/142/calendar
mailto:jrichardson@thejohnwallisacademy.org


 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Subject  English Language  

Unit of study/key concepts  
Year 9 Reading and Writing Unit – Science Fiction 
Year 10 Reading and Writing Unit, Horror – Fiction 
Year 11 Revision Cycles - Poetry 
Year 12 Lang/Lit The Great Gatsby 
Year 13 Lang/Lit - Revision - all components   

Subject  English Literature  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 9 Poetry - Conflict Poetry 
Year 10 Poetry (Seen) 
Year 11 Revision cycles 
Year 13 Literature- Revision and coursework   

Subject  Spanish  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 9 family / describing appearances / where I live 
Year 10 school life 
Year 11 speaking and exam preparation   

Faculty  Science 
Subject  Physics  

Unit of study/key concepts  
Year 9 Conservation of Energy 
Year 10 Electricity 
Year 11 Paper 2 topics - Forces, Electricity, Magnetism 
Year 12 Waves 
Year 13 Gravitational and Electric Fields   

Faculty  Science 
Subject  Biology  

Unit of study/key concepts  
Year 9 Genetics 
Year 10 Plant structures and their functions 
Year 11 Paper 2 topics; Photosynthesis, circulatory system, hormones, ecosystems 



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

Year 12 Organisms exchange substances with their environment 
Year 13 Biology Inheritance 
Year 13 Applied 
science 

Unit 8A - the musculoskeletal system and lymphatic system 
  

Subject  RE  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 9 Eduqas - Christianity/Good and Evil/Human Rights 
Year 10 Eduqas - Relationships/Life and Death/Social Justice 
Year 11 Eduqas - Islam/Revision   

Subject  History  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 9 OCR GCSE Life in Nazi Germany  
Year 10 OCR GCSE Migration - Early Modern and Industrial 
Year 11 EDEXCEL GCSE Migration - Industrial Migration and Modern 
Year 12 OCR A Level Civil Rights - African Americans and Women 
Year 13 OCR A Level Civil Rights - Women and Native Americans   

Subject  Geography  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 9 AQA GCSE Climate Change (Natural Hazards) 
Year 10 AQA GCSE Urban Challenges  
Year 11 AQA GCSE Revision 
Year 12 AQA - Global Governance and Changing Places 
Year 13 AQA - Contemporary Urban Issues and Challenges and NEA   

Faculty  PE 
Subject  Core PE  

Unit of study/key concepts  
Year 9 boys Volleyball and Rugby 
Year 9 girls Trampolining and OAA 
Year 9 Mixed Group Volleyball and Tag Rugby 
Year 10 boys Volleyball and Rugby 
Year 10 girls Trampolining and OAA 
Year 10 Mixed 
Group 

Volleyball and Tag Rugby 

Year 11 boys Volleyball and Gaelic Football 



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

Year 11 girls Trampolining/Badminton and OAA 
Year 12 Recreational sports 
Year 13 Recreational sports   

Faculty  PE 
Subject  GCSE PE  

Unit of study/key concepts  
Year 9 Paper 1: 3.1.1- Applied Anatomy and Physiology. 
Year 10 Paper 2: 3.2.1- Sports Psychology. 
Year 11 Paper 2: 3.2.3- Health, fitness and wellbeing.   

Faculty  PE  
Subject  WJEC Sport  

Unit of study/key concepts  
Year 9 Unit 1- Fitness for Sport/Unit 2- Improving Sporting Performance 
Year 10 Unit 2- Improving Sporting Performance/ Unit 3- Coaching Principles 
Year 11 Unit 1- Fitness for Sport/ Coursework Tidy Up   

Faculty  PE  
Subject  OCR Sport  

Unit of study/key concepts  
Year 12 Unit 2 - Sports coaching and activity leadership 
Year 13 Unit 8 - Organisation of sports events and Unit 17 - Sports injuries and rehabilitation   

Subject  Business Studies  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 9 Retail and Consumers 
Year 10 Unit 3 Human Resources 
Year 11 Unit 5 Marketing  
Year 12 BTEC Bus -Unit 2 Marketing Campaign 
Year 13 Unit 14 Customer service   

Subject  Construction  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 11 Unit 2 Construction Design 

  



 

 
  
 

 
 

 

Subject  Child development  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 9 R057 Health and well-being for child development 
Year 10 R057 Health and well-being for child development 
Year 11 Unit 2 Development and well-being 0-5years 
Year 12 Unit 6 Children's Physical development, care and Health Needs 
Year 13 Unit 3 Play and Learning   

Subject  Health and Social Care  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 11 R031 Using basic first aid procedures 
Year 12 Unit 12 Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs 
Year 13 Unit 5 Meeting Individuals Care Needs   

Subject  Dance  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 9 Choreography Techniques and Alice in Wonderland Group Performance 
Year 10 Artificial Things 
Year 11 Preparation for Practical Exam - Breathe, Scoop and Performance Piece   

Subject  Drama  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 9 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time 
Year 10 Devising Component 1 
Year 11 Component 2 - Monologues and Duologues 
Year 12 Component 1 - Devising and portfolio 
Year 13 Component 2 - Group piece, Monologues and Duologues   

Subject  Art  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 9 Sea Life - Primary and Secondary Sources 
Year 10 Junk Food - Ceramic Final Piece 
Year 11 Component 2 Exam - Schedule Sent Home 

Year 12 Inside/Outside - Personal Investigation 
Year 13 Component 2 Exam - Schedule Sent Home 

  

https://tjwa-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mbean_thejohnwallisacademy_org/Ef88svnpvrZLrqCDJTuYzsYBe41K-Y2Eu-8qJT8A8KyR8g?e=eiQR3S
https://tjwa-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mbean_thejohnwallisacademy_org/EZOVh94ZxaxEi6QvGwDFM2ABDqxkCDfGhRjShnEkjAhB7A?e=v5HA6Z


 

 
  
 

 
 

 

Faculty  Arts 
Subject  Graphics  

Unit of study/key concepts  
Year 9 Sports Advertising 
Year 10 My Hometown - Ashford Logo 
Year 11 Component 2 Exam - Schedule Sent Home   

Subject  Photography  
Unit of study/key concepts  

Year 9 Visual Language - Colour 
Year 10 Landscape 
Year 11 Component 2 Exam - Schedule Sent Home 

Year 12 
 

Year 13 Component 2 Exam - Schedule Sent Home 

 
*The maths curriculum is structured using a scheme of work called ‘complete maths’, each class will be at a 
different stage of learning. Please do contact your child’s teacher via EduLink should you require further details.  
 
 

https://tjwa-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mbean_thejohnwallisacademy_org/Ef88svnpvrZLrqCDJTuYzsYBe41K-Y2Eu-8qJT8A8KyR8g?e=eiQR3S
https://tjwa-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mbean_thejohnwallisacademy_org/Ef88svnpvrZLrqCDJTuYzsYBe41K-Y2Eu-8qJT8A8KyR8g?e=eiQR3S
https://tjwa-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mbean_thejohnwallisacademy_org/EZOVh94ZxaxEi6QvGwDFM2ABDqxkCDfGhRjShnEkjAhB7A?e=v5HA6Z
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