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 Year R News 
During our 
‘Understanding the 
World’ learning we have 
conducted experiments. 
The children enjoyed 
thinking about the 
question: what would 
happen if the 
Gingerbread Man fell in 
the river? During this 
experiment the children 
made predictions, learnt 
what a method is, 
observed and discussed 
the results.  
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers and Pupils,                                                                                     
 
I would firstly like to take this opportunity to wish all our families a Happy New Year and hope that you had 
a restful Christmas break.  
 
We have only been back three weeks but we have already hit the ground running. The children have been 
taking part in some wonderful learning, please see the sections below that tell you what each year group 
have been up to so far this term. 
 
We started this term with a real focus on uniform expectations including PE kits. As well as this, we are 
monitoring attendance and lateness to school. Persistent lateness and absenteeism can have an effect on a 
child’s wellbeing and social skills as well as their education. Please ensure you have read the email that was 
sent out from Mrs Oliver regarding these issues, if you do not have access to a copy, please ask at the 
Lower School office.  
 
Lastly, can I remind parents to use the designated pathways around the Lower School when entering and 
exiting the site. Parents should not be crossing the Secondary site or cutting across the school field. 
 
Mr Woolley 
Head of Lower School 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Celebration Certificates 

Each week we will be on the 
lookout for different 
attributes to award the 
celebration certificate for. 
The focus for the next two 
weeks is as follows. 
23rd January – Good Citizen 
30th January – Best Work 

91% 

 
Remember to ‘COME TO 

SCHOOL!’ every day. 
Our aim is for attendance of 

96% or above. 
 

Attendance this fortnight is 
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Year 2 News 
Within English and Reading, 
we have begun exploring the 
text ‘Dear Greenpeace’. We 
have enjoyed learning all 
about who Greenpeace are 
and how they are trying to 
protect planet Earth. We have 
used the story to inspire our 
writing and have been using 
the laptops this week to 
research facts about blue 
whales, ready to create our 
own fact files.  

 

Year 1 News 
In English, we are reading 'Mrs Armitage 
on Wheels' by Quentin Blake. Mrs 
Armitage is a crazy inventor who 
creates eye-catching contraptions. The 
children have delved into key 
vocabulary and have discussed with one 
another their favourite parts of Mrs 
Armitage's invention. The children were 
then asked to put on their creative caps 
and come up with their very own 
invention. 

    

 

Reminder of Key Dates: 
 
Last day of term – Friday 10th February 
First day of term – Monday 20th February 
World Book Day – Thursday 2nd March 
Parents’ Evening for Lower School & Years 5 & 6 – Tuesday 14th March and Thursday 16th March 
Academy Arts Showcase – Wednesday 22nd March 
 
  

A Message from the Chaplain 
 

Mr Rich, Academy Chaplain,(Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org) 

 18th January is Winnie the Pooh Day. It marks the day in 1882 when 
A. A. Milne, the author of the Winnie the Pooh stories, was born. Each 
character in the stories has his or her own personality. They are all 
different, but they are good friends and look out for each other. The 
differences between the characters make the stories more interesting. 
The characters aren’t perfect; instead, they are individuals, with things 
that we like about them and things that we may not. 
 
As a group of friends, they accept and care for each other, even when 
it isn’t easy to do so, such as when they’re annoying each other, or 
making it harder to be included in what the others are doing.  We all 
have differences and that isn’t a bad thing. We don’t need to try to 
change our friends. Our unique characteristics are the things that 
make us who we are. Tolerating things that we may find hard and 
celebrating our differences are what make our friendships so special! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 News 
We are looking at the book ‘The 
Explorer’ to support our Geography 
topic of learning about The Amazon. We 
received some excellent pieces of Get 
Set work that were completed over half 
term. Here is a picture of the layers in a 
rainforest. 

 

Year 3 News 
Our topic in History this term is all 
about the Ancient Civilization of The 
Greeks. In Reading, we have been using 
the text ‘The Adventures of Odysseus’ 
to help develop our comprehension 
skills. Already this term we have made 
predictions, developed our 
understanding of key vocabulary and 
begun to summarise stories we have 
heard.  In English, we used our newly 
learnt vocabulary to help us write 
descriptions of mythical creatures.  
Here is an excellent piece of Get Set 
work that was created over the 
holidays.    
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