
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

1st April 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Skyrocketing Expectations 
 
In preparation for SATs, and as we move towards the end of the school year, it is important that we 
are continuing to ensure that every child within our care at The John Wallis Academy is learning to 
their greatest potential. In pursuit of this, we are not just re-establishing our high expectations but 
skyrocketing our expectations for how our pupils act, behave and learn in lessons.  
 
One of our main focuses over the next term will be to introduce consistent routines across our 
classrooms to support all of our pupils to maintain the highest standards of learning and behaviour 
when they are in the classroom. These routines are designed to maximise learning time and to 
ensure all of our pupils feel happy and safe at all times when in and around the Academy. 
 
One of the biggest ways that you can support us next term is by ensuring that your child is coming 
to the Academy ready to learn. A lot of valuable learning time can be wasted at the beginning of 
lessons, especially where teachers are required to address uniforms and hand out basic equipment 
to pupils.  
 
By ensuring that your children are coming to school ready to learn, you are helping to establish a 
smooth and ordered start to each of your children’s lessons, which means the teacher can use this 
time to focus on where they can make a difference, such as supporting individual pupils with their 
learning and behaviour, managing the corridor to keep this calm and safe, and reviewing their plans 
for the rest of the lesson to ensure the learning is tailored to your children and of the highest 
standard. 
 
When a child comes into each lesson prepared and ready to learn, they are much better placed to 
have a successful and engaging lesson, where little learning time is wasted. 
 
Please could you ensure that your child is ready to learn when they return to school on  
Tuesday 19th April by referring to the following checklist. 
  



 

  

 

 

 

 

Ready to Learn Checklist: 
 
All pupils in Years 5 and 6 will be expected to have a dark-coloured bag (without a logo) in which to 
carry their books and equipment.  Every pupil should also have their own pencil case which includes 
the following items: 
 
✓ Pen 

✓ Green Pen 

✓ Pencil 

✓ Ruler 

✓ Rubber 

✓ Highlighter 

✓ Planner 

All pupils will also be expected to have their own reading book - either from home or borrowed 
from the Library at school. 
 
Please find attached a copy of the Middle School Uniform Policy.  If you need financial support to 
ensure that uniform/equipment is correct, please contact our Academy Chaplain, Mr Rich 
(Irich@thejohnwallisacademy.org). 
 
Thank you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr T Harding 
Director of Teaching and Learning 
 

Attch 
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UNIFORM POLICY - LOWER SCHOOL AND MIDDLE SCHOOL (YEARS 5 AND 6) (APRIL 2022) 
 

 EXPECTED  NOT PERMITTED 

✓ White Academy polo shirt (Years R-4). 

. 

  

✓ White shirt or blouse buttoned to the neck and tucked 
in. Short, ¾ sleeve or long.  
Middle School red tie (Years 5 & 6) which must be 
worn at appropriate length. (One hand’s width above 
the waistband). 

 An open necked shirt. 

A visible tee-shirt. 

An exposed midriff. 

✓ Red Academy jumper or cardigan.   

✓ Black school trousers.  Jean-style, frayed, leggings, Lycra, decorated or 
casual trousers. 

✓ Academy skirt, worn to the knee.  Any non-Academy skirt. 

✓ Plain black or white tights or socks. 

 
 Patterned tights, coloured/ patterned 

socks, trainer socks. 

✓ All black shoes or polishable trainers suitable for 
school. (Leather/Leather look). 

 “Slipper-style” shoes or shoes with the backs crushed 
so that they slip on and off (these styles are unsafe 
for school wear). Plimsolls, canvas trainers, skater 
shoes, visible boots, Ugg-style boots or pumps and 
training shoes with a logo or reflective designs are 
not permitted. 

✓ Black or Grey Hijab  Other colours. 

✓ Outdoor coats must be of a dark colour and without 
logos. (exceptions may be made for pupils who cycle 
wanting to wear reflective clothing). 

 Other colours/logos 

✓ Suitable school bag (Years R to 4). 
 
Bags must be of a dark colour with no logo and 
suitable for carrying A4 books (Years 5 & 6). 
Academy bags are available.  

 

 

 

 

 

Other colours/logos 
 

✓ Hair is to be worn off the face and must be tied back if 
it is onto or beyond the shoulder. 

All hair accessories including Alice bands, clips or 
combs must be plain black.  Shaved hair must be  
grade 1 or above. 

Hair must only be of a single natural colour. 

 Shaved hair must be no shorter than a grade 1. 

Hair should not be cut in any styles which may be 
considered to be extreme  
The Principal will have the final decision on any hair 
style which is considered extreme. 

✓ A single small gold or silver stud earring may be worn 
in each ear. A watch is permitted. 

 Other jewellery or facial piercings. 

   Nail varnish/false nails 

    Headphones.   
Phones must be kept switched off and in bags. 

 

 


