
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Monday 27th June 
 
Dear Parent and Carers 
 
Re: Update-Staffing and Covid Safety Measures  
 
I wanted to write to you to keep you up to date about the staffing situation in the lower school. We are 
currently suffering higher levels of staff absence, in part due to a number of confirmed Covid cases. We are 
working hard to ensure there is cover in place within the Academy and, where needed, we may be relying on 
supply staff to cover gaps in staffing in the coming weeks, which may mean supply teachers or teaching 
assistants are supporting in classrooms. Although this isn’t ideal, it is something that is very much out of our 
control as a school and that we are working hard to manage. In most cases before hiring supply teachers, we 
aim to cover in-house through our senior leadership team, but this isn’t always possible.  
 
In light of the recent covid cases, I am reintroducing additional handwashing safety measures for pupils, in line 
with the advice from the World Health Organisation’s guidance on Prevention Control in schools. This means 
handwashing will be timetabled into the day ahead of lunchtime.  In addition to this, we will be aiming to 
increase air flow and ventilation now that the weather is warmer by for example, having classroom windows 
and doors open, where possible.   
 
Please find below information from the NHS about recognising signs and symptoms of Covid in children.  

Child or young person aged 18 or under with symptoms – not tested 

Children and young people with mild symptoms such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, who are 
otherwise well, can continue to attend their education setting. Children with symptoms of COVID-19 are no 
longer advised to get a test. 

Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people, where they can. They can go back to school, college or childcare, and resume 
normal activities when they no longer have a high temperature and they are well enough to attend. 

All children and young people with respiratory symptoms are encouraged to cover their mouth and nose with 
a disposable tissue when coughing and/or sneezing and to wash their hands after using or disposing of tissues. 

Child or young person aged 18 or under – if you have decided to test your child 

If a child or young person aged 18 or under tests positive for COVID-19, they should try to stay at home and 
avoid contact with other people for 3 days. This starts from the day after they did the test. 

If they’re well and do not have a temperature after 3 days, there’s a much lower risk that they’ll pass on 
COVID-19 to others and can then return to school.  A negative covid test is not required prior to return. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Should you have any additional questions or queries, please do feel free to speak with myself or Mrs Owen 
(Deputy Head of Lower School) on the gate or alternatively you can make an appointment with the office to 
meet with us.  
 
Kind Regards 
Mrs Sharma (Head of Lower School)  
 
 


